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Balochistan Times

@ balochistantimes.pk ) @balochistantimes.pk () BTimes_pk

Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No 1366 QUETTA Monday February 09, 2026 / Slmbnn ul-Muazzam 20 , 1447

Matrlc exams to be
held in transparent

manner: CM
Defends appointment of
Justice (Retd) Kohli as PSC
‘ Chairman

' Stafl Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister of Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti said
that the provincial government is fully prepared to conduct the
matriculation exams in atransparent and disciplined manner, tobe

commence on February 10, 2026.

He emphasized that a zero-tolerance policy has been adopted
| against cheating and other unfair practices, and strict measures
will be enforced to ensure integrity,

In a post shared on social media platform X, he added that
police, deputy commissioners, and the education department will
work jointly during the examination process, with special moni-
toring arrangements in place to maintain law and order.

Reaffirming the government’s broader vision, the Chicl
Minister said that cndmlmg corruption in all sectors, including
education, remains a prionity. He stressed that fair and transparent
examinations are essertial for improving the quality of education
and building a merit-based system in Balochistan,

Sarfraz Bugti urged students, parents, teachers, and examina-
tion stafl' to cooperate with authorities to ensure that the examina-
tions are conducted smoothly and honestly across the province.

Moreover, Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has stated that the
appointment of Justice (Retd) Mchta Kailash Nath Kohli as
Chairman of the Public Service Commission is a crucial and posi-
tive step to ensure merit in the province,

He asserted that no one in Balochistan can question Kohli's
character and honesty. The government is not merely making
claims but taking pncue.\l steps to establish good governance and
unpkmcm merit, aiming 1o provide transparent and effective ser
vices to the people. The Chief Minister made these ts in

' response (o a post by his Assistant for Media and Political AfMairs,
Shahid Rind, on the social networking site X. In his post, Rind
addressed journalist Rauf Klasra, clarifying that the appointment
of the PSC Chairman had been completed and that Justice (Retd)
Kohli's transparent reputation and character are well-known in
Balochistan. Rind added that Chicl Minister Bugti is committed
to establishing merit and providing better services. It is notable

! that journalist Rauf Klasra had raised questions in the daily Dawn

through a letter from Turbat reganding the delay in the PSC
’ Chainman's appointment, to which Shahid Rind responded by
informing him of the Chiel Minister’s eflorts for a ment-based
appointment, attaching a notification. Following this exchange,
Chief Minister Bugti reiterated his commitment on social media,
emphasizing the pr ion of good g ,the mpmmac)'nl'
men, and stating that providing transparent and effective services
lo the people s the top prionity, with these steps being a practical
ation of that tment
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s scores in this Multidimensional Povert
' AddreSSlng Index (MPI). Five districls were fmn):

backwardness

Itis a bitter reality that most of poorer
districts of Pakistan are from Balochistan
province. Luckily the province i$ min-
eral rich in terms of natural resources
having a long coastal area. The poorest
districts in Balochistan include Sherani,
Kohlu, Jhal Magsi, Barkhan, Killa
Abdullah,, Zhob, Musakhel, Dera Bugti,
Jaffarabad, Ziarat and Killa Saifullah.
Lack of focus on the part of successive
governments is one of the main reasons
behind poverty and backwardness of
these districts. Though the name of
Awaran districtis notincluded in the list
of poorest districts, it is also one of the
poorer districts of Balochistan, which
has been neglected in the development
sector for a long time. The district is also
hit by the insurgency it was also the con-
stituency of ?ormer Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Abdul Qaddos Bezinjo
who became chief minister twice but
regrettably the fate of district did not
change and it is still deprived of all basic
amenities.

A couple of years back, the Ministry of
Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives had launched a five-year
(2022-27) project comprising special
development initiatives for the 20 poor-
est districts across Pakistan at the cost of
Rs40 billion. Identified on the basis of

Sindh, three from Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
and one from Punjab. Many of these dis-
tricts had been directly a?f’ﬂ'lod by last
years flood disaster, especially in
Balochistan and Sindh. The prime objec-
tive of the initiative was to mitigate the
poverty, backwardness and ensure basic
facilities to the poorest districts of the
country. However, the process of special
initiatives for pooreslt districts are slow
and the people of these districts particu-
larly in Balochistan need prompt atten-
tion from authorities because the floods
of monsoon last badly affected agricul-
ture and livestock department which is
the mainstay of the economy of
Balochistan. As many as 70 percent peo-
ple of Balochistanare directly or directly
involved with these sectors. To remove
poverty and backwardness, it is essen-
tial that the government expedite its
efforls to implement special initiatives
by early releasing funds to the provinces
and strictly bounding the provinces to
ensure spending of funds purely on
merit so that the living standard of peo-
ple could improve. According to experts,
it is also essential that the poor district
should be uplifted through physical
connectivity power, digital connectivity,
productive sectors of livelihood and oth-
ers. The incumbent provincial govern-
ment should come up with more prag-
malic measures to control poverty and
backwardness.
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