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necessary action.
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The Press Secretary to
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Bugti reviews proposed
traffic plan for Quetta

. Reaffirms commitment to safeguarding children’s

[y

Sl-rer'porl

QUETTA: Chief Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
sald that the eMective management
ond smooth flow of traflic, along
with the completion of the proposcd
comprehensive traffic plan, will
bring transformative improvements
10 Quetta’s traffic system.
Addressing the sccond mecting
of the Dalochistan  Traffic
Engincering Durcau Doard, the
Chief Minister said that the provin-
cial government hoy initiated revo-
lutionary and well-organized meas-
ures 1o improve traffic flow and
management in the city. He empha-
sized that the objective is Lo provide
better travel facilities to the public
and enhance the overall quality of

. life for residents.

Officialy briefed the meeting on
vanous agenda items related 1o the
proposed ftraflic plan, and several
key decisions were approved. The

.

!

Chief Minister directed that all pro-
jects under the first phase be com-
pleted by May 2026, while instruct-
ing authoritics (o finalize the sec-
ond phasc and prepare a clear
implementation framework,
Sarfraz  Dugti  stressed  that
recrui for p should
be carried out on a contractual
basis, ensuring merit and transpar-
ency. He further dirccted that
Al-based digital procedures be
adopted to make the process more
ellicient.The  Chiel  Minister
instructed the SSP Traffic 1o ensure
effective implementation of the
plan and strengthen enforcement
measures. lle also called for
improved monitoring ot major
intersections to prevent congestion,
Highlighting international inter-
est in the project, Sorfraz Dugli
noted that enowned consultants
have shown confidence in the pro-
vincial governnient's initiative [le
said the plan would establish a digi-

tal command and control system,
with synchronized traffic signals
installed 31 major intersections to
ensure scamless coordination.

The meeting also approved con-
verting certain roads inlo one-way
roules in specific arcas to improve
traffic flow. Additional decisions
were laken regarding road safety,
traffic control, monitoring, and
installation of signals to cnsurc
smoother  management  across
Quetta.Morcover, Chiel Minister
Mir Sar(raz Bugti formally inaugu-
rated the provincial anti-polio vac-
€ination campaign, reaffirming the
government's commiunent 1o safe-
guarding children’s health and
cradicating the poliovirus from the
provinee Under the campaign, more
than 2.6 million children across
Dalochistan - will receive pelo
drops. A total of 11,000 vaccination
teams have been deployed. includ-
ing 822 fixed teams and 474 (ransit
teams stationed at key locations 10

health, eradicating poliovirus

vaccinate children on the move.
Speaking at the ceremoany, the Chief
Minister noled that ro polio case
has been reported in Balochistan
for the past 15 months, calling it 2
significant achievement. He high-
al 1

lighted that env P
from only two areas out of 23 dis-
tricts  recently  tested  positive,
reflecting  substantial  progress
toward climination.Sarfraz Bugt;
cemphasized that 2025 marked
remarkable successes in the prov.
ince's polio eradication efforts, and
stressed that 2026 s crucial for
achieving complete eavironmenta)
cradicavion. He assured that wel).
organized vaccination dnves |l
conlinue (0 cosure every child s
reached.

According to the Chicf Minyster,
93 percent of Balochistan's areay
have already been cleared of (he
virus, while targeted measures age
underway 1n the remaining 7 per.
cent.
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Fighting cancer

World Cancer Day {4 an international
day observed every 4 February (0 ragse
awareness aboul cancer, envourage s
prevention,  and  mobilise  action.
Undoubtedly, cancer has become a
deadly disease across the world. With
cach passing, year, the number of cancer
patients in Pakistan  particularly in
Balochistan are increasing,

Reportedly,  cancer cases  in
Balochistan have increased in the Jast
five years, In many districts including
that of Chagai, Noushki and Awaran,
there have been multiple cancer-related
cases inashort span of time. This alarm-
Ing increase in cancer cases is attributed
to several factors, including the lack of
awareness, use of tobacco, consumption
of unhealthy food, and exposure lo
harm(ul chemicals. Reportedly, Quetta
recorded 10,924 cancer canes (rum 1998
to 2009, and an additional 10,000 cases
were identified belween 2014 and 2017,
with a majority of them being, women
afflicted with rm-mtl cancer. On social
and electronic media, we [requently
come across multiple families appealing,
for donations in the name of Gml. A sig,-
nificant challenge faced by patients
from economically disadvantaged areas
is the lack of access to healthcare, Issucs
such as trapsportation, financial con-
straints, and the high cost of treatment
often prevent these women from seck-

» | ) 1818

Dated () L[| 076

ing, llnwly care, Currently, there are
only a few cancer treatment facilities,
.uhrllu-y are mostly located in the major
citien in Sindh and Punjab, The lack of
adequate facilities forces cancer patients
to travel long, distances to receive treat-
ment, which is a significant financial
burden and adds to the physical and
mental stress of patients’ families,

There is an urgent need o raise
awareness aboul breast cancer, espe-
clally in underserved arcas, to encour-
ape carly detection and  treatment.
Currently in Balochistan, there are only
two inatitutes that are handling, all the
cancer load of “the region. These are
Bolan Medical Complex * Hospital
Oncology Department, with a total of
only 14 beds and Center for Nuclear
Medicine and Radiotherapy (CENAR)
Quetta which does not fall under the
provincial government. A low budget is
allocated to provide primary health-
care facilities to cancer patients which
could be gauged from the fact that
Balochistan still lacks a laboratory to
diagnose cancer. -

It is essential that the government
must take urgent measures (o address
the issue of cancer in Balochistan. The
first slep in this regard is to create
awareness among, the people about the
risk factors associated with the disease!
and the preventive measures thatcan be.
taken. The government should also
invest in cancer treatment facilities and i
equipment in the province. \
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maginc a province where
Ischools collapse, tcachers van-
ish, and children lose their
drcams before they cven learn to
write them. This is Balochistan—
Pakistan’s largest region by land-
mass, yet among the poorest in educa-
tional outcomes. Despite its rich natu-
ral resources and extraordinary
potential, the province stands on the
edge of an cducational breakdown
that threatens to trap another genera-
tion in poverty and incquality. The
crisis is deep, the consequences
immense, and the urgency for action
undeniable.

Balochistan's educational landscape
reflects staggering neglect. Of 1ts 7.23
million children, necarly three million
lack access to basic schooling, while 0.8
million are entirely out of school.
Among the 15,096 schools in the
province, 22 percent are closed, half are
single-room structures, and 81 percent
offer only primary education. The dev-
astating floods of 2022 damaged more
than 5,500 schools, yet only 50 have
been rebuilt so far. Despitc having near-
ly 49,000 teachers, the province still
faces a shortage of around 12,000 cdu-
cators, with most teachers—and mearly
80 percent of female teachers—concen-
trated in Quetta.

Leaming outcomes are cqually almm
ing. Only 26 percent of children can
read basic text, and just 30 percent can
perform simple mathematical caloula-
tions. A mere onc percent of students
reach the university level, According to
the Economic Survey 2024-25,
Balochistan's lileracy rate stands at
42.01 percent, the lowest among all
provinces Many schools lack funda-
mental necessities such as clean dnnk-
ing waler, clectricity, and functonal
washrooms. With nearly 80 percent of
the cducation budget spent on salarics
and only Rs. 12 billion allocated for
development, structural and long-term
reform has become indispensable for
survival,
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By Noman Arbab Baloch

Balochistan’s unwritten future

The pupil-teacher ratio in many arcas
exceeds 50:1, far above UNESCO's rec-
ommended standard of 30:1. A severe
shortage of trained teachers—especially
female teachers—continues to obstruct
girls' access to cducation. While the
Higher Education Commission plans to
centify 200,000 teachers by 2030,
Balochistan requires targeted recruit-
ment, professional training academies,
and locally bascd capacity-building ini-
tiatives. Without such interventions,
underserved  districts  will  remain
trapped in a cycle of deprivation.

Balochistan's educational marginal-
ization is deeply rooted in history. At the
time of independence, the province had
only nine high schools and not a single
college. Its first university was eslab-
lished in 1970, followed by another in
1987. This lcgacy of underdevelopment
persists today, as the National Finance
Commission's obligation of allocating 9
percent of federal funding for higher
cducation is reduced in practice (o just
4,71 percent. Inflation, corruption, and
political interference have further weak-
cned institutions that were already
struggling to survive.

Political instability has also taken a
heavy toll on education. Following the
assassination of Nawab Akbar Bugti,
sccurity concerns intensified, forcing
thousands of non-local teachers to seek
transfers.

Reports suggest that nearly 70 percent
applied for relocation during that period,
leaving schools understaffed and stu-
dents unsupported. Yet, despite these
setbacks, the resilience and intelligence
of Baloch students remained evident.
Their hunger for education was never
the problem—opportunily was.

Today, 53 percent of children drop out
before reaching grade eight, a slaustic
that should alarm every policymaker.
Although Balochistan covers 43 percent
of Pukistan's land area, it contains only
6 percent of the population, making edu-
cation delivery geographically challeng-
ing—but not impossible. Both intema-

tional NGOs and national institutions
have launched promising initiatives in
the past, including teacher-training pro-
grams in collaboration with Aga Khan
University. However, without continuity
and strong state ownership, such efforts
fade away,

The cumrent govemment must move
beyond rhetoric and take decisive
action. Schools are the foundation upon
which universities stand; a crumbling
primary education system guarantces a
weak higher education pipeline.
Programs such as the Benazir Bhutto
Scholarship and the Balochistan
Education Sector Plan (2020-2025)
offer hope, but only transparency.
accountabilily, and consistent imple-
mentation can translate them into mean-
ingful progress. Establishing provincial
teacher academics, strengthening ACR-
based accountability mechanisms, and
creating a provincial Higher Education
Commission could help bridge the gap
between policy and practice.

Pakistan’s failure to achicve the
Millennium Development Goals and its
slow progress toward Sustainable
Development Goal 4 highlight the need
to rethink national prioritics. The
National Education Policy Framework
2024 promises reduced dropout rates,
unified curricula, and teacher certifica-
tion, but policy statements alone cannot
rescuc Balochistan. Only urgent, cqui-
table investment and sincere governance
can ensure that its youth—equally tal-
ented and descrving as any in
Pakistan—receive the opportunitics
they have long been denied.

Ignoring Balochistan's education en-
sis is not merely a provincial failure; itis
anational betrayal. If Pakistan continues
to neglect its largest and most strategi-
cally vital province, the consequences
will echo across generations. The future
of Pakistan depends on the future of
Balochistan's children, and the time to
act is now.

The writer is a civil service aspirant
based in Panjgur,
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forceful indictment of the cur-
rent provincial administration
a broad and unified coalition
of leaders from

( et _ encompnag-
g political partics has offj-
cilly declared the Balochistan

government to be completely
addressing  the critical  and
mounting issues fucing the gen-
erul public and the 'f‘ca;nmmc
demands put forth by o' m-
ment employecs,

The powerful alliance, which in-
oluB'Fdnghly prominen\ politi-
cal ‘;(171 such us Asghar Khan
}thn 0i,% Nasrully

Shah, Musa Baloch, Khushhal

Yascen Aghu, and Nida San
i among several others, has
mully announced concrete plans
for widespread und significant
protests to be held simultane-
| ously across,the cnlire expanse
of Balochist.» on the forthcom-
ing date of Feuruary 8. They
firmly asserted that all politi-
i cal parties within the coalition
stund in unwavering solidarily
with the government employces,
whose demands they character-

and therefore should be immed;-
ately accepled.
The gathered leaders expressed

tensive media briefing held at the
Quetta Press Club on Tuesday,
which served to detail the key
decisions and resolutions Luken
during a conscquential All Par-
tics Conference. They revealed
that despite a clear reluctance,
concerted attempts were made
to negotate and .engage in dia-
logue with what, they critically
ermed  the “government that
came through Form 47," a direct
reference to heavily conlested

ized as fundamentally legitimale

election results, but these diplo-

l

|

und nbsolutely unserious nbout |

[ |

Zchri, |
Ghulam Nabi Mami, Dawood |/

Khan Kasi, Sanaullah Kaokar, |

|
I

these strong views during an eX-{

o

that a govemment's most funda-
mental duty is to actively listen
to and decisively resolve public
problems, but they claimed em-
phatically that no such functional
or responsible entity exists within
Balochistan at the present time.

Citing the severe and alarmin

terronst incident which knocke

on the door of the Chicf Mimister
of Balochistan's own residence
on Junuary 31, the leaders stark-
ly stated that Balochistan has
cifectively been cut off from the
rest of Pakistan. They further ac-
cused the current government of
failing to work with any degree
of scrniousness or commilment,
instead of dutifully fulfilling 1ts
core governing responsibilities,

QUETTA: In a .«wcti'ping nnd’rafcgr.oss prOVinC"e On Feb 8 l

the government is preoccupied
with criticizing pohtical oppo-
nents. The overall situation, they
warned, has deteriorated to such
a profoundly dire state that our
mothers and sisters have been
forced to ke up arms, govern-
ment employecs are being liter-
ally dragged onto the streets and
pushed up against the wall, and
raids are being frequently and
aggressively conducted on the
nvate homes of peaceful po-
itical workers, “Does Pakistan
have no guardian or protec-
tor?" they questioned urgently,
simultancously urging the Ba-
lochistan government to imme-
diately ccase resorting to the
issuance of false and misleading

Opposition leaders call for major dem_OI_EELEi,On_S?

public statements.
They 1ssued a direct and com-
pelling call upon all political
parties throughout the region
to sctively participate in and
materially contnbute to making
successful (he major protests
being organized across the en-
tire countty on the scheduled
date of February 8. Reiterating
their steadfast and unconditional
support for the aggrieved gov-
emment employees, they force-
fully demanded the prompt and
complete resolution of all their
outstanding problems, issuing a
clear warning that otherwise, all

politicel parties will stand physi-
cally with them in the upcoming
protests,
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