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Staff Report
QUETTA: The Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has ordered swift
action following public complaints
about butchers selling meat at

condolences to Do

Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that vio-
lations of the official price list and
hoarding, particularly during the
holy month of Ramazan, would not
be tolerated. He reaffirmed the

govcmme?'s ]om?lijl&e:':ﬂ\ugp !.-—f[g-aol.l:}éum-- Dhounks sod saad
spren3ajes an3uo} ISJOIN

|

tance of mother language, describ-
ing it as the foundation of collec-
tive consciousness and historical
continuity.

In his message issued on

Bugti vows strict action
against overpricing

Highlights cultural significance of mother languages, offers
mki, Baloch families

A o

B R S

family. The visit was to mourn the
death of the wife of former seoator.
the late Mir Nabi Bakhsh Khan
Domki, who was also the mother
of former federal minister Mir
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Mother Tongue Day

The International Mother Tongue Day
was celebrated across  the world.
Worldwide celebration of this day was
aimed at protecting linguistic diversity,
and see International Mother Language
Day as a chance to promote this, as more
and more languages become endan-
gered. Each year, increasing numbers of
languages from around the world dis-
appear. There are an estimated 6,000
languages spoken globally, with 43% of
these endangered. In fact, nearly a third
of the world’s languages have fewer
than 1,000 speakers left. Language is
recognition of any nation therefore
every nation is proud of its language
and culture. It is routine that every year
different organizations observe this day
with enthusiasm and' zeal to create
awareness amongst people regarding
their mother languages. In Pakistan
every language has its own uniqueness
and importance but several local lan-
guages remain neglected and given less
focus by the government due to which
they are facing difficulties to meet the
contemporary challenges.
according to UNESCO there are dozens
of languages in Pakistan which are near
to extinction, especially Brahui which is

also considered as the second language .

of Balochs. Elsewhere in the country,
the sense of deprivation is prevalent
among the speakers of local languages
particularly that of Balochi and Brahui

Therefore,”

in Balochistan. Except, a few literary
academies of Balochi, Brahui and Pashto
languages no steps on the part of the
government can be seen that promote
local languages. At present there is no
Balochi- Brahui Satellite channel and
there are Balochi-Brahui magazines
which are being published and have an
important role in promotion of Balochi-
Brahui languages are also deprived of
support from the government and are
struggling hard for their survival
Balochistan Assembly had approved
“Introduction of Mother Languages as
Compulsory Additional Subject at
Primary Level Act, 2014” on January 25,
2014 but later no step was taken in this
regard. ]
Regrettably, the successive provincial
governments did not pursue this step
and till date this Act is waiting to be
enacted. It is a basic right of every child
that he/she should be imparted educa-
tion in his mother tongue but sadly the
children in Balochistan are deprived of
this right. Hopefully the new upcoming

- provincial government will play'a pro-

ductive role in initiating the process of
imparting primary education to the
children in . their mother languages
besides supporting literary academies
working for the promotion of local lan-
guages. Provision of maximum finan-
cial and other assistance to the literary
dailies and monthlies being published
in Balochi, Brahui and Pashto would be
ensured besides taking efforts for pre-
serving the local languages.
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Taftan Tragedy, after
the Flames

Gas bowser explosion in Taftan was a terrible tragedy that shook the
entire region. 1t was a loud warning that we cannot take safety lightly
One person lost has hite, and four others were injured . Fven the Assistant
Commissioner got hurt while trying to control the fire. It was a scary
reminder of how dangerous a small mistake can be. Thankfully, Chagai
administration has woken up to this threat. They have announced that no
gas plant will be allowed to operate in the district without a proper No
Objection Certificate (NOC). This is a bold and necessary decision. In
simple words, if a plant does not have legal permission, it will be shut
down immediately. This action comes just two days after the horrific fire
in the border city of Taftan. A gas bowser exploded, and the fire spread
quickly. It was not easy to put out. The situation was so dangerous that
officials risked their own lives to control it. We cannot wait for another
accident to happen before we take safety measures seriously. The Deputy
Commissioner of Chagai has made it clear that protecting citizens is the
priority. An official team from the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) has already arrived in the area. This team will check all the
documents and NOCs of every gas plant in Taftan. If any plant is run-
ning without permission, it will be sealed. This is a very good step. For a
long time, people have been worried about the illegal gas business near
the border. Transferring gas from a plant to a bowser or from a bowser to
a cylinder is not a simple job. Without proper safety measures, it is
extremely dangerous.

A minor mistake can cause a major accident, and we saw that happen
in Taftan. The business of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) and Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) is sensitive. These are highly flammable materials.
They need to be handled with care, modern equipment, and trained staff.
When plants operate without an NOC, it means no one has checked if
they are safe. They thight be using faulty equipment or ignoring basic
rules. This puts everyone living nearby at risk. The district administra-
tion deserves praise for acting fast. Instead of just regretting the accident,
they are taking action to prevent the next one. By calling in the OGRA
team, they are ensuring that the inspection is done by experts. This is not
just about closing shops; it is about saving lives. Some people might
complain about the strictness. They might say it affects their business.
But no business is more important than human life. The government has
a duty to ensure that every gasplant follows the rules. Safety standards
are not suggestions; they are laws meant to protect us. The message from
Chagai is very clear.

If you want to do business, you must do it legally and safely. There
will be no compromise on this. The administration has promised that the
crackdown on illegal plants will continue. This is a great relief for the
local population who live in fear of such accidents. We hope this action
continues not just for a few days but permanently. Safety should never be
a one-time campaign. It must be a daily practice. The Chagai administra-
tion has set a good example. Now it is time to make sure that every gas
plant in the district, and across the country, operates with proper safety

and legal permission.
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