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Rs: 30

Bugti vows to strengthen
PWDs empowerment through
KUMAK Endowment Fund

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
unveiled a comprehensive plan to
transform the KUMAK
Endowment Fund into a robust

Says Ramazan package be

immediate procurement of assis-
tive devices, including electric
wheelchairs and mobility equip-
ment, to ensure timely provision to
beneficiaries.

Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that
the proeram would be rolled out in

ing provided to 328,000

o

¥ Y
employability and skill develop-
ment.

Sarfraz Bugli reaffirmed his
commitment (0 economic empow-
erment by announcing interest-free
loans for persons with disabilities
to establish small businesses and

JUSISISA0 PUE SAIAISS I ey
USU}3USI}S 03 }99U S[RIOLJO Jefey]

deserving families

also directed the concerned author-
ities to take indiscriminate action
against artificial inflation, oversell-
ing and hoarding during the holy
month of Ramazan.

While announcing the mainte-
nance of stability in food prices
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Interest-free loans

The recent announcement by
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti regarding the disbursement of
Rs3.2 billion in interest-free loans to 847
farmers under Phase Il of the Green
Pakistan Initiative (GPI) marks a signifi-
cant, if overdue, investment in the prov-
ince’s agrarian backbone. By targeting
the cultivation of over 35,000 acres, this
financial injection coupled with the sub-
stantial Rs6.85 - billion distributed in
Phase I signals a high-level recognition
that Balochistan’s economic stability is
inextricably linked to the prosperity of
its rural communities. The introduction
of the Kissan Card program further sug-
gests a shift toward .a more structured
support system for underprivileged
smallholders. However, while these bil-
lions in credit are a vital lifeline, they are
being injected into a sector that has been
weathered by years of systemic neglect,
environmental hostility, and a widening
technological gap.

For too long, the farmers of Balochistan
have been left to contend with a trifecta
of crises: persistent drought, crippling
electricity load-shedding that renders

tube wells useless, and a chronic lack of
basic state incentives. In a region where
water is more precious than gold, the
reliance ‘on conventional, water-inten-
sive agricultural methods is no longer
sustainable. The transition from tradi-

tional farming, to modern, climate-smart
agriculture is not merely a choice for the
provincial farmer; it is a necessity for
survival. Yel, this transformation is
impossible without the heavy lifting of
the provincial government. While inter-
esl-free loans provide the capital, the real
challenge lies in providing the knowl-
edge and the tools such as high-yield
seeds, efficient irrigation systems, and
modern machinery that allow a farmer
to move beyond subsistence and toward
commercial viability.

The provincial government must view

these loans as the foundation, not the fin-
ished structure. Financial assistance is
most effective when paired with techni-
cal training and robust infrastructure.
Without addressing the underlying
issues of power shortages and water
management, even the most generous
loan can become a burden rather than a
blessing. To truly empower the farming
community and boost the provincial
economy, the government must ensure
that the Green Pakistan Initiative evolves
into a comprehensive ecosystem of sup-
port. This includes establishing training
centers for crop diversification and facili-
tating access to international markets. If
the administration can successfully
bridge the gap between archaic practices
and modern technology, it will not only
improve the livelihoods of thousands
but also create a sustainable job market
that could transform the socio-economic
landscape of the entire province.
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