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2 We will fight this war: Balochistan CM

Bugti says 145 terrorists killed
in 40 hours across provmce

Stafl Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chief
Minister Sarfraz Bugli on Sunday
expressed the firm resolve to elimi-
nate terrorists after a spate of coordi-
nated attacks across the province,
adding that 143 militants were killed
within a span of 40 hours.

The military's media affairs wing
said terrorists of Fitna-al-Hindustan
carried out a :pale o( attacks actoss

Talachict

ment people, including police and FC
and one Navy personnel, were mar-
tyred, and our civilian casualtics are
31, including some injured” CM
Bugti said. In bis press conference,
CM Bugti also said that the state
shared the grief of bereaved families
and assured that the welfare of the
martyrs® children was the govern-
ment’s responsibility.

“We had intelligence reports that
this kind of operation is being

lawhchllummyfm Iulkdm
terrorists. The state has designated
Balochistan-based terrorist groups
as Fitoa-al-Hindustan fo highlight
India’s alleged rol¢ in terrorism and
destabilisation across Pakistan.

Addressing a press conference in
Quetta on Sundly. CM Bugti said
145 terronists were : killedin 40 hours,
+ adding that their bodies were in the
custody of the authorities,

“This is the highest number since
Pakistan is facing this war onterror,”
he highlighted. “Our 17 law enforce-

lanned, and as a result of those, we
had already staried pre-operations a
day before, in which around 40 ter-
rovists were killed in Shaban and
Panjgur,” he detailed.

The chief minister noted that the
terrorists had planned to amack
Quetta from Shaban, adding tha ihe
forces were “very vigilant”,

CM Bugti termed the Gwadar
incadent, where he said five women
and three children were Killed, as the
“most painful”, Afler the press con-
ference, he also played video state-
ments of those injured in Gwadar.

Noting that 3 namative of inde-
pcndtmc had been created, be said
terrorists were using the Baloch on
India’s instructions. .

However, he added, “Except for
Nushki, where it took us some time
10 discngage them. Nushki is com-
pleuly clear pow.” CM Bugti said
tracing and combing operations were
underway and vowed, “We will not
Jet them go.™ Asked about reports of
the Nushki deputy commissioner
being abducted, the chicf minister
confirmed that the official was “at a
safe place and had escaped their
grip™ when he Last spoke with him.

*No city was taken over.” he clari-
fied in response to a query, recalling
that be visited vanous arcas in
Quetta. “Not a single bank was
looted™

Detailing an altempt to targat a
police station, the chicf minister said
terrorists were forcefully using “chil-
dren as human shae)ds™,

The Balochistan CM also assailed

“political issue™

“Is BLA (Balochistan Liberation
Army) a registered party with whom
you have to bold a dulogue? [..)
They purely wamt 10 impose their
ideology on us with the force of guns
and push the Baloch into a futile war.
[--] You are linking this war with
d and raticnalising this

d that “raticnalisi
mhmmﬂwmncdethno-m
alism was a direct support to BLA™

Blguthennhdwh.umpeo-
ple wished for 1o be the outcome of
such 3 dialogue. “As a result of dis-
logue, they want us 1o surrender? We
will pot. We will fight this war for 3
thousand years,” he affirmed.

“We are not ready 1o surrender
even for a second. They can
out a thousand such atlacks. They
can destabilise us, b they cannot
take an inch from us. This Pakistan
i not for breaking away. These peo-
ple cannot do it And neither can

altempts fo frame terronsm as a  their masters.™
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Electric Bikes for ¢
Cleaner, Fairer Balochistan

The recent decisions from the Balochistan cabinet are a breath of
fresh air. Among them, a particularly promising plan stands out. It is
the decision to introduce an electric bike scheme for the common man.
This is a forward-thinking move. It deserves applause and strong sup-
port. For too long, our citics and towns have been dominated by tradi-

\ tional petrol bikes. They are popular for their affordability and conven-

ience. But they come at a heavy cost. They pollute the air we breathe

with harmful smoke. They contribute to noise pollution. And they keep
us dependent on expensive, imported fossil fuels. The shift to electric

bikes tackles these problems head-on. Environmentally, e-bikes are a

clear winner. They produce zero tailpipe emissions. This means clean-

er air for everyone. Imagine quicter streets and a reduction in the smog |
that often blankets our urban areas. For a province with beautiful, frag-
ile landscapes, reducing pollution is a duty. The economic argument is
just as strong. Running an e-bike costs a fraction of running a petrol
bike.

Electricity is cheaper than petrol. There are also far fewer moving
parts to maintain. This puts money back into the pockets of students,
workers, and families every single day. The cabinet's plan wisely tar-
gets those who need help most. A 30% subsidy for students, working
women, and government employees is a smart policy. It makes this
green technology accessible. Offering easy instalments to all citizens
through bank financing is also the right approach. This is how public
policy should work. It uses resources to lift pcople up and build a bet-
ter future. The contrast with another cabinet discussion is striking. The
meeting noted a huge annual expenditure on health treatments for gov-
ernment employees. While healthcare is vital, the cabinet's instinct to
audit these costs is correct. Public money is a sacred;trust. It must be
spent wisely and fairly for all the people, not just a few. This makes
the e-bike scheme even more commendable. It is an investment in pre-
vention. Cleaner air means healthier lungs. It could mean fewer respi-
ratory illnesses in the long run. This is proactive and wise governance.

' The gratitude expressed to the Prime Minister for highway and
school projects is important. Infrastructure and education are pillars of
development. But the e-bike scheme adds a third, modern pillar: sus-
tainable and inclusive growth. It connects the dots between daily life,
economic relief, and environmental care. Charging stations need to be
set up. People need to be educated about the benefits and maintenance
of e-bikes. The power supply must be reliable. But these are hurdles
we can overcome with planning and will. The Balochistan cabinet has
taken a bold first step. It has recognized that the future of transportiis « |
electric, This scheme is not just about buying bikes. It is about buying

into a cleaner, quieter, and more economical future. Tt is a model that
other provinces should watch closely. By putting people and the planet

first, Balochistan is steering in a promising new direction, This jour-
ney towards a greener tomorrow, one electric bike at a time, is a path
worth following.
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Need of
processing plants

Balochistan has a wide variety of cli-
mate and agro-ecological zones ideal for
growing myriads ol fruits and wvegela-
bles. Horticultural crops, especially fruits
and vegelables, make an important con-
tribution to the agricultural sector. Apple
produced in Balochistan is of high qual-
ity which has huge demand in the inter-
national market but regrettably lacks a
proper system, processing units the
farmers and the province unable to tap
from this blessing. It plays a significant
role in employment, revenue generation
and returns. The apple producing dis-
tricts of Quetta, Killa Abdullah, Pishin,
Killa Saifullah, Mastung and Kalat were
selected for the project in consultation
with the stakeholders. A study was con-
ducted by JICA, UNIDO and Balochistan
government in 2022 to highlight the cur-
rent needs and challenges of the apple
value chain in Balochistan and suggest
measures for uplifting the chain. This
study also provided an opportunity for
the policy makers to tackle this sector’s
current challenges. It also aiméd to iden-
tify the governance issues with focus on
institutional capacities and practices
within an enabling environment, includ-
ing the private sector and individual
. farmers. The National Food Security
Policy describes that the value chains in

am (3o ~td

Yo - -

Pakistan, including Balochistan, are
characterized by poor standard agricul-
tural markets lacking basic hygiene and
traceability. Moreover, inconsistent grad-
ing practices and inefficient transporta-
Lion services are common.

Theother key issues of the value chains
are lack of market information and cold
storages, inadequate and poor roads,
high post-harvest losses of fruits and veg-
etables, traditional and poor packaging
materials, lack of accessibility of smnlff
holder farmers to the high-end markets
and lack of value addition of agro-based
products. Sadly due to many weaknesses
in the system a middleman is exploiting
the small farmers because of their high
dependency on him for the sale of their
produce. On the marketing side, apple
grading, packing and marketing stand-
ards are not followed and low and good
quality apples are very often mixed. The
produce is marketed in a traditional
manner and cold storage facilities are
poor, leading to high post-harvest losses.
Still Balochistan does not have adequate
apple processing, grading and packing
facilities, and a very small proportion of
apples is processed into value-added
products such as apple pulp, jam, jelly,
juice, squashes, drinks, clear concentrate
and apple preserves. It is essential that
the government and agriculture depart-
ment must ensure processing, grading
and packing facilities to farmers besides
taking steps for its marketing at national
and international level.
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