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Regd No.B.C.6 VOL XLV No 1355 QUETTA Thursday January 29, 2026 / Shaban-ul-Muazzam 09, 1447 Rs: 30

et T
Crime rate in £ e et tems

Quetta drops ey s buchus i
' R T e
. y o tolerance policy is being imple-

two months:  meied spsiest emorits and

CM Bugti o Son mdeowy s

g climinate all threats o pub;c

Staff Report :;:? IMI anchm

ulh:ﬁmd:ml‘mmlbeﬁsh

| QUETTA: Balochistan Chief —d ol

Mmister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has ﬁ‘" \heir hulmsm‘wnh

Mn brp_thdm: in vaﬂmllm' dedication, and

S sacrifice to protect the lives and
aty h.n witnessed a 70 percent of_dgpabh‘c.

| ces and the tireless efforts of law
| enforcement agencies.

In o stastoment shared on
social media platform X, Sarfraz
Bugti described the reduction as
clear evideoce l.hulbe;lwn-
cial government'a_ strategy is
moving in the right direction.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized that modern technology is

crty. He revealed that under the
| Queta Safe City Project, 97
 percent of survallance cameras
have been restored and made
» fully operational, strengtbening
ing a key role in preventing
criminal activity, stoasl
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Prioritizing locals

The promise of the Reko Diq project
has long been more thanjust a matter of
mineral extraction; il is a litmus test for
the sincerity of national development
goals and the inclusion of Balochistan’s
people in the country’s ecconomic
future. Recent data from the Reko Dig
Mining Company (RDMC) suggests a
promising departure from the patterns
of the past, with 76 percent of its
705-strong workforce hailing from
Balochistan. Most notably, the majority
of these employees originate' from
District Chagai. By integrating 11 per-
cent expatriates and 13 percent from
other regions of Pakistan, the company
appears to be striking a balance
between bringing in global technical
expertise and fostering domestic talent.

However, the real victory lies in the
fact that 67 percent of the Balochistan-
based staff are Chagai locals. This is
not just a statistic; it is a necessary cor-
rective to a historical narrative of
exclusion.

For decades, the people of Chagai
have watched as the riches of their
land, most no!abl{ from the Saindak
project, were hauled away while the
district remained trapped ina cycle of
underdevelopment and unemploy-
ment. This chronic neglect did more
than just stifle the local economy; it
sowed deep-seated seeds of doubt and

"‘-..w/ N

Balochistan Time Guetta

Daled 2 9 J/\N ?“?ﬁ l’d(ﬂ:N()? j

CLIPPING SERVICE

\
WY

alienation among the youth. When a
region produces gold and copper of
global value but its inhabitants lack
basic Infrastructure and stable liveli-
hoods, the resulting trust deficit
becomes a significant hurdle for any
future enterprise.

The RDMC'’s current focus on com-
munily empowerment offering roles
across operational, technical, and
administrative sectors is a vital step
toward ensuring that local talent is not
just hired for manual labor, bul
groomed for future leadership posi-
tions.

True success for the Reko Diq project
will be measured by the visible trans-
formation of Chagai and its adjacent
districts. It is essential that the commit-
ment to hiring locals is matched by a
robust investment in the area’s social
fabric, including education, healthcare,
and infrastructure. Employment must
lead to career advancement, and wealth
extraction must lead to local prosper-
ity. If the people of Balochistan, par-
ticularly those in the immediate vicin-
ity of the mines, see themselves as pri-
mary stakeholders and beneficiaries of
this “project, the “doubts of the past”
will finally give way to a sense of
shared ownership.

This inclusive approach is not merely
a moral obligation; it is the only suslain-
able pathway for the project’s long-term
viability and the region’s ultimate inte-
gration into the national success story.
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