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Daily: Balochistan Time Ouett

Revival of BHUs

The  healthcare  Jondscape  In
Balochistan has long been o derlous
isaue ond challenge. A vasl, resource-
rich land where the basle human right
of health for many remains o Juxury.
For decades, the provinclal medical
infrastructure has been characterized
by “ghost” clinics and o desperate,
often futal, reliance on the copital city
of Quetta for even minor medical
interventions. However, the recent
announcement by  Chlel  Minister
Sarfraz Bugli marks a potential turn-
ing point in this narrative of neglect,
By reviving 164 Basic Health Units
(gHUa) and recruiting nearly 3,000
doctors on a contract basis, lhudpruvln-
cial government Is finally addressing
the “death by distance” thal has
plagued rural communitics, This
move is a vilal recognition that a
healthcare system is only as strong as
its presence in the *most far-flung
areas,

While the restoration of BHUs is a
welcoming development, the road lo a
functional healthcare system remains
steep. Historically, the primary hurdle
in Balochistan has not just been a lack

. of buildings, but a lack of personnel
| and equipment. District Headquarter

(DHQ) haniluls, which should serve
as the backbone of regional health-

care, frequently operate as hollow

Datod 2B l/\“ '/”’/’l

aholls, Without proper operation 1
ers, surgeons, or specialiats,  these
faciities are often by pansedd by patients
who realize that o trip to the Jocal hos
pltal 1 mwerely o detour on the long
rond o Quetta. To truly fulfill the
promise of Umely medical treatment,
the government must move beyond
primary care and ensure that second.
ary facilities are equipped to handle
emergencles and surgeries, thereby
reducing the immense pressure on the
provincisl capital’s imited resources,
The success of this initiative will
ultimately hinge on governance and
the integrity of the health department,
The recruitment of 3,000 doclors is
significant achleyvement, bul ensuring,
thelr  presence in remole  stations
requires more than just o contract, il
requires o culture of accountability,
The deployment of dedicated and hon.
est officers is essential o dismantle the
“wrong, practices” that have histori-
cally scen health funds diverted away
from patient care, If the government
can successfully pair this Infrastrue-
ture revival with rigorous oversight
and a zero-lolerance policy for absen-
tecism, Balochistan may finally see a
transition from reactive crisis manage-
ment (o a sustainable, patient-centric
healthcare model. The hope now is
that these efforts are not a fleeting,
campaign, but a permanent commit-

- ment Lo ensuring every cillzen recelves

dignity and care at their doorstep,
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