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. Regd Ijo. EC6_ VOL XLV No. 1353 QUETTA Tuesday January 27, 2026 / Shaban-ul-Muazzam 07, 1447

Balochistan facing
severe weather
emergency: Bugti

Launches training program_ '
for young footballers

Staft Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Monday said that Balochistan is currently facing a severe
weather emergency due to which the entire machinery of the
provincial government is engaged in an extraordinary and
comprechensive operation to protect human lives and provide
basic necessities to the affected areas across the province.

He said that the current situation is not just a natural disas-
ter but it is a phase of direct saving of human lives in which
every moment is precious.

The CM said that at such a critical time, 1 have received
information that some political’ and non-political elements
intend to protest and block roads in the coming days.

He clearly said that calling for protests in this critical situa-
tion is not politics but is tantamount to deliberately endanger-
ing buman lives,

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that the closure of roads and protests
would not only hinder rescuc activities but would also be tan-
tamount to sabotaging the provision of relief materials, food
and medical facilities to the affected people.

Any such attempt will directly affect the lives of the people,

which cannot be allowed under any circumstances, he men-
tioned.

The Chicf Minister of Balochistan categorically said that
the provincial government’s focus is entircly on the protection

of l{le people and there is no room for distraction from this
goal. RO .

He said that demands and differences can be discussed
later, but the lives of the people cannot wait. Mir Sarfraz said
that in this critical hour, instead of becoming an obstacle in
their path. it is the most important nced of the hour.

He urged to all political and social forces to show responsi-
bility, cooperate with the government and prioritize the sur-
vival and security of the people above all else.

Moreover. football activities have once again gained
momentum in Balochistan as the provincial government
launches an intemational-standard training program for
young footballers, marking a rencwed focus on sports devel-
opment in the province.

A six-member foreign coaching team has arrived in Quelta
to provide advanced, professional training to 63 footballers,
including 12 female players. The initiative aims to enhance the
technical, physical, and professional skills of young athletes
and preparc them for competition at national and intcrnational
levels. . .

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugli expressed
optimism over the revival of sports activitics in the provinee,
adding that Balochistan’s sports grounds arc once again com-
ing alive. He said the inclusion of foreign coachcs and modern
training techniques reflects the government's serious commit-
ment to nurturing youth talent.

“The international-level training of 63 footballers has for-
mally begun, and it is encouraging to see 12 women athletes
actively participating in this program.” the Chicl Minister
remarked.

Sarfraz Bugti added that the prefence of forcign coaches
would significantly improve the players® technical capabilitics
through modern and professional training i

Welcoming the conduct of structured training sessions

. under international supervision, Bugti called it a positive step

for football development in the province. He emphasized that
such sessions would boost players’ morale, confidence, and
professional skills.
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Drought and economy

Balochistan is facing a prolonged
drought due 1o lack of rain during the
past one year. The drought is not just a
natural calamily, rather it is an exislen-
tinl threat to the province’s very cco-
nomic and social fabric. With a stogger-
ing 70 percent of its population directly
or indirectly reliant on agriculture and
livestock. The drought is fracturing live-
lihoods, decimating communities, and
jeopardizing the future of Balochistan.
The miiseries of Balochistan's farmers
have been sleadily mounting, exacer-
bated by years of insufficient rainfall and
the looming shadow of climate change.
For generations, these hardworking indi-
viduals have toiled the land, their lives
intricately interwoven with the rhythms
of the seasons. They are the custodians
of the province's food security, the back-
bone of its rural economy. Yet, today,
their fields lie barren, their water sources
have dwindled to mere trickles, and their
livestock, their precious assets, wither
away under the unforgiving sun. The
ongoing severe drought has pushed this
already vulnerable community to the
brink. Crops have failed, leaving farmers
with no harvest to sustain their families
or generate income. Orchards, once
vibrant with the promise of fruit, now
bear the skeletal remains of withered

trees. The lack of fodder and water has:

forced many to sell their livestock at dis-

DIRECTORATE e (. .
GENERAL OF PUBLIC LN ) S s
\_ RELATIONS BALOCHSITAN

DanlyBaleelistan Time Quetta
Daied il JAN 2026

tress prices, often for a pitlance, further
eroding their already precarious finan-
cial standing.

The cycle of debt deepens, pushing
families into a vorlex of despair. The
impact extends far beyond the individ-
ual farmer. The decimation of the agri-
culture sector has a cascading effect on
the entire provincial economy. The scar-
city of locally produced food items is
contributing, to rising inflation, further
burdening the already struggling popu-
lace, The sociul fabric of rural communi-
ties, traditionally bound by agricultural
praclices and shared resources, is fray-
ing under the strain of displacement and
economic hardship. In this hour of pro-
found crisis, the federal government can-
not afford to remain a distant observer.
Balochistan’s plight demands immediate
and comprehensive inlervention. It is not
merely a matter of providing temporary
relief; it requires a strategic and long-
term commitment to revitalizing the
province's agriculture sector and build-
ing resilience against future climate
shocks. A substantial financial package
for Balochistan's farmers is not just an act
of charity; it is a necessary investment in
the province’s future and the nation's sta-
bility. It is now the responsibility of the
federal government to extend a helping
hand and steer the province’s vital agri-
culture sector out of this devastating cri-
sis, ensuring a future where the parched
earth can once again yield sustenance
and hope.
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