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Missing persons issue used
as systematic propaganda

tool against country:

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Tuesday said that
the issue of missing persons in
Balochistan has been used as a sys-
tematic propaganda tool against the
state of Pakistan for a long time
which was buricd forever after pass-
ing effective law,

He said that although such cases
are much more in other provinces of
the country, especially Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, than in Balochistan,

The Chicl Minister expressed
these views while presiding over the
22nd meeting of the provincial cabj-
net held at the Chiel Minister
Secretariat, QuettaThe mecting
took several important decisions
related to the admimisirative, legal,

social, cducational and developmen-
tal affairs of the province and
approved scveral key laws and rules.
The Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that some clements and
partics 1n the province have been
doing politics on this sensitive issue,
but no scrious effort has been made
1o find a permanent and legal solu-
tion to the issue He said that the pro-
vincial government, cabinet, mem-
bers of the assembly and the Chicf
Sccretary Balochistan are credited
with having a comprehensive and
cffective  law  passed by the
Balochistan Asseimbly for a perma-
nent solution 1o the issuc of missing
persons He made it clear that after
February 1, there would be no
enforced disappearance by the state
or the government and a clear legal

Bugti

framework could be in place in this
regard He said that we have buried
this 1ssue forever, which would put
an end to the allegations of enforced
disappearances against the state of
Pakistan and the negative propa-
ganda on this basisThe CM sad
that in Balochistan, secunity forces
conduct investigations duning intel-
ligence-based operations in gray
zonces, suspects are also taken wto
custody, however, the 1ssuc of miss-
g persons would end after
February 01 and a legal famework
would be in place in this regard. “If
an individual disappears at the
bands of terrorist organizations or
gocs nto hiding on his own, the
slate cannot be held responsible for
1", he noted.

He maintained that there are

courts and relevant commassions to
mvestigate clums of disappearance.
but unfortunately, 1n Balochistan,
propaganda against the state is
immediately started by creating the
umpression of sell-imposed disap-
pearance

The CM noted that to address this
trend, the Balochistan Prevention of
Detention and Radicalization Act
(Double One Tetra E) has been
passed and the provincial cabinet
has also approved its Rules 2025.

He said that in specific centers
established under this law, suspects
would be interrogated under the
supervision of authonzed police
officers, along with counseling, so
that extremism, miusleading narra-
tives and anui-state thinking could
be addressed

@ CamScanner
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Express

legal measures

to address missing persons

issue in Balochistan
By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Tuesday said that the
issuc of missing persons in the province
had long been used as a propaganda tool
against the state, adding that his govem-
ment had now introduced a comprehensive
legal framework to address the matter on a
permanent basis.,

Presiding over the 22nd meeting of the
provincial cabinet at the Chiel Minister's
Sccretariat, Mr Bugli said that despite sim-
ilar or even higher numbers of such cases in
other provinces - particularly Khyber

' Pakhtunkhwa - the issue in Balochistan had

for ycars been politically exploited without
any serious cffort to reach a sustainable
solution.

He said the provincial government, cabi-
net members, legislators, and the chicf sec-
retary deserved credit for steering compre-
hensive legislation through the Balochistan
Assembly to deal with the long-standing
issue. "From February 1 onwards, no
enforced disappearance will take place
under the authority of the state or the gov-
emment,” the chief minister asserted.

Mr Bugti said the new law would help
dispel allegations of enforced disappear-
ances and counter negative propaganda
against Pakistan. He explained that security
forces in Balochistan often operate in grey
areas, conducting intelligence-bascd opera-
tions in which suspects are detained for
investigation. However, he added, the new
Jegal framework would ensure transparen-
cy, oversight, and accountability.

Clarifying the state's position, the chief
minister said that if individuals were
abducted by terrorist groups or went into
hiding on their own, responsibility could
not be attributed to the government. He
noted that courts and rclevant commissions
were already in place to examine claims of
cnforced disappearance, but allegations
were frequently amplified without verifica-
tion to fucl anti-state narratives.

To address these concems, the cabinet

S—

approved rules under the Balochistan
Prevention of Detention and De-radicalisa-
tion Act, 2025. Under the law, designated
centres have been established where sus-
pects will be investigated under the super-
vision of authorised police officers. The |

of law officers, amend-
ments to grant-in-aid rules
for minority affairs, mcas-
ures to curb child labour,
declaration of higher tech-
nical education as an csscn-
tial service, and verification
of academic credentials of
contract teachers.

The chief minister direct-
ed the Chief Minister's
Inspection Team to begin
verification of academic

| degrees, waming that FIRs
| would be registcred against

process will include counselling to counter
extremism and anti-state indoctrination.
Families will be informed within 24 hours,
allowed visitation rights, and provided
access to medical facilitics. No detainee
will be shifted outside these centres, the
chief minister said.

Mr Bugti remarked that his government
had resolved an issue that had remained a
subject of political point-scoring for years.
*Those who built their politics around this
issue will now find that space shrinking,”
he said.

During the meeting, the cabinet also
approved the Balochistan  Witness
Protection (Amendment) Bill, 2025. The
chief minister said the absence of an effec-
tive witness protection mechanism in the
past had resulted in very low conviction
rates in terrorism and serious criminal
cases. Under the new amendments, wit-
nesses will be able to testify through face-
less courts, with their identities kept fully
confidential - a move expected to s:gmﬁ--
cantly improve conviction rates.

The cabinet expressed satisfaction over
merit-based  recruitments  conducted
through onlinc testing in the Finance
Department and decided to gradually digi-
talise recruitment processes across all
provincial departments.

Among other decisions, the cabinct
approved the abolition of the Religious
Affairs Department, with staff to be adjust-
cd in other departments; the creation of two
new divisions - Pishin and Koh-c-Suleman;
administrative realignment of Ziarat with
Loralai; and the establishment of Municipal
Committee Karbala in Pishin district.

It also approved policics related to the
evaluation  Continued on page 7

T

holders of fake credentials,
starting from Nasirabad and
Dera Bugti.
Education-related deci-
sions includcd adopting the
national curriculum as part
of the provincial syllabus
from thc academic year
2026-27, launching the
Chief Minister Academic
Excellence  Programme,
and hiring ad hoc teachers
for mathematics, science,
and English at middle, high,
and higher secondary lev-
els.In the social sector, the
cabinct approved the

Balochistan Protection and
Promotion of Reproductive
Health Rights Bill, 2026,
aimed at improving mater-
nal and child health,
expanding access to family
planning services, and safc-
guarding basic reproductive
health rights.

Terming the cabinet's
decisions a reflection of
good governance, Mr Bugti
said that effective legisla-
tion coupled with strict
implementation was essen-
tial to restore public confi-
dence in the state.
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b ‘ Quetta

Balochistan Chief mestcr Sarfraz Bugti presides over the 22nd meeting of the provin-

QUETTA: Federal Minister for
Railways Hanif Abbasi and
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti held a meeting at the
Chief Minister's Secretariat in Quetta
on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the restoration
of the railway system in Balochistan,
the launch of the People’s Train
Service, and various joint venture
projects were discussed in detail.

An agreement in principle was
reached on launching joint develop-
ment projects, including the People's
Train Service in Balochistan,

Chicf Minister Bugti announced
that Rs1.4 billion would be released
this week for the implementation of

the People's Train Service in Quetta.

Hanif Abbasi said on this occasion
that for the first time in the 78-ycar
history of Pakistan Railways, a his-
toric decision has been made at the
provincial level for devolution, which
is a strong example of trust and coop-
eration between the federation and the
provinces.

He said that the three provinces
showed interest in the local railway
services projects, however,
Balochistan took the practical leader-
ship, which is a testament to the effec-
tive leadership and clear vision of
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti.

Hanif Abbasi said that under the

Abbasi, Balochistan CM
agree on joint projects,
people's train service

leadership of Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the nrailways in
Balochistan are moving forward
under a modem, effective and sustain-
able strategy.

While describing the People's Train
Service as a beautiful combination of
mutual cooperation between Pakistan
Railways and the Balochistan govemn-
ment, the Federal Minister said that
this project would prove to be a mile-
stone in providing affordable, safe and
quality travel facilities to the people.

Addressing the mecting, Chief
Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that the Balochistan gov-
emment is keen on rapid and practical

progress on the People’s Train

Service project.

He clarified that the con-
struction of new railway sta-
tions and the Balochistan
government would provide
l the required resources for

the up-gradation of the
aritting infrstmictura  ANN
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Routine deadly
accidents

The grim total of fourteen lives lost
and dozens more shaltered by serious
injuries within a mere forty-cight hours
serves as a harrowing indictment of the
serious state of Balochistan's road net-
works. The recent tragedy at Hudd Golth,
where a speeding, passenger coach over-
turned on the Makran Coaslal Highway
claiming ten lives, followed closely by a
fatal collision near Wadh on the Quetla-
Karachi National Highway, underscores
a systemic failure that has turned these
transit routes into “killing fields.” For the
residents of this province, travel has
transitioned from a routine necessity
into a high-stakes gamble with mortality.

The root of this crisis is a fatal combi-
nation of infrastructure neglect and a
startling lack of regulatory oversight.
Most of the province’s primary arleries

including the critical links connecting’

Quetta, Karachi, and Gwadar remain
narrow, single-lane tracks. These "single-
line” roads were never designed lo
accommodate the sheer volume of heavy
commercial freight and high-speed pas-
senger coaches thal now traverse them
daily. When high-velocity vehicles are
forced to share such constricted space,
the margin for error disappears, and the
likelihood of head-on collisions or over-
turning increases exponentially.

Beyond the physical state of the pave-

ment, there is a profound absence of

accountability on the tarmac. A culture
of impunity exists among bus and van
drivers who frequently flout safety pro-
tocols, Speeding is rampant, and the lack
of a robust “check and balance” mecha-
nism means that reckless behavior often
Fnos unpunished until it results in 2
uneral There 1s currently no consistent
monitoring, of driver fatigue, vehicle fit-
ness, or specd limit enforcement, leaving
the safety of hundreds of passengers in
the hands of often exhausted or unquali-
fied operators. ILis no longer sufficient to
offer condolences or meager compensa-
tion after a disaster has occurred; the
authorilies must transition toward a pro-
aclive strategy of prevention.

The mosl critical step in this strategy is
the dualization of Balochistan's high-
ways. Converling, these narrow paths
into divided, mufli-lam- carriageways is
the only sustainable way to separate
opposing traffic and provide the neces-
sary room for safe overtaking,
Furthermore, the provincial authorities
must establish a dedicated highway
monitoring, lask force to regulate trans-
port companies, ensuring thal every
driver is vetted and every vehicle is
equipped with speed governors.

The people of Balochistan have waited
long enough for the infrastructure that
the rest of the country often takes for
granted. If the government conlinues to
treat highway safety as a secondary con-
cern, Lhe blood of innocent travelers will
conlinue to stain the asphalt of the
Quetta-Karachi and Makran Coastal
routes.
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' End of "Missing"

The 22nd meeting of the Balochistan provincial cabinet marks a
potential turning point for the region often defined by complex security
challenges and administrative hurdles, the decisions reached during this
session reflect a bold attempt to modernize governance, uphold the rule
of law, and address long-standing social grievances. The most signifi-
cant headline from the meeting is the cabinet's commitment to resolv-

i ing the issue of missing persons on a permanent basis. For years, this
issue has been a focal point of political debate and international scruti-
ny. Chief Minister Bugli's stance is clear: by formalizing the process of
detention and interrogation, the government aims to replace "propagan-
da" with a legal framework. Under the newly approved Balochistan
Prevention Detention and Radicalization Rules 2025, suspects will be
held and questioned in official interrogation centers under the supervi-
sion of authorized police officers. Crucially, the cabinet has mandated
that family members be allowed to meet suspects. This move toward

! transparency is essential. If implemented correctly, it brings "missing"”

, individuals into the light of the legal system, ensuring that due process
is followed while still allowing the state to counter violent extremism
through the newly formed Center of Excellence. Good governance is a
hollow concept without the backing of effective laws.

The approval of the Witness Protection Amendment Bill 2025 is a
vital step in this direction. In cases of terrorism, witnesses and plain-
tiffs often face immense pressure or physical danger. By ensuring their
protection, the provincial government is laying a solid foundation for
successful prosecutions. Without protected witnesses, the justice sys-
tem cannot function, and the "culture of impunity" continues. These

! reforms suggest that the current administration understands that securi-
ty and justice must go hand in hand. Beyond security, the cabinet's
focus on merit-based recruitment is a breath of fresh air. The decision
to digitize the recruitment process across all departments follows a suc-
cessful online testing phase in the Finance Department. By removing
human bias and political interference from hiring, the government is
signaling to the youth of Balochistan that their hard work will be
rewarded. This commitment to integrity extends to the education sector.
The Chief Minister has ordered a rigorous verification of degrees for
contract teachers, starting in Naseerabad and Dera Bugti.

' Holding a fake degree is a betrayal of the next generation, and the

decision to register FIRs against such individuals is a necessary deter-

rent. Focus on recruiting specialized teachers for Mathematics, Science,
and English on an ad hoc basis addresses the urgent need for quality
education in middle and high schools. Integrating the national curricu-
lum by the 2026-27 academic year further ensures that Balochistan's
students can compete on a national level. The cabinet also tackled
administrative efficiency by approving the establishment of two new
divisions: Pishin and Koh-e-Sulaiman. Smaller administrative units
often lead to better service delivery and more localized governance.

The vision presented by Chief Minister Sarfaraz Bugti is one of a

province govemed by law, not by chaos or convenience. it is a vision

that the people of Balochistan have waited a long time to see realized.
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