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CM announces merit-based online
recruitment for 111 gov't posts

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicf Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Monday said that online recruit-
ment is being started on 111 government posts on
100 percent merit and paperless basis in the
Finance Department for the first time in the his-
tory of the province.

He said this in a message on social networking
site X issued here.

Balochistan Chief Minister said that his first
and unequivocal promisc to the people of
Balochistan was that neither government jobs
would be sold in the province nor could corrup-
tion or nepotism be tolerated in any way

He said that the provincial govemment is tak-
ing practical and cffective steps to restore public
trust and transparent govermnance.

The Chicf Minister said that to fulfill this
promise, the transparcncy systcm is being further
strengthened in Balochistan and in this regard,
online recruitment is being started on 111 gov-
emment posts on 100 percent merit and paper-
Jess basis in the Finance Department for the first
time in the history of the province.

He said that this stcp is a step towards climi-
nating corruption and institutional reforms, it is a
historic stcp.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti clanified that under this new
recruitment system, an online test would be con-
ducted from the candidates, their qualifications
and aptitude could be tested in a transparent
manncr.

He said that the successful candidates would
be issucd appointment letters within an hour to
cnsurc merit-based appointments.

The Chief Minister said that this reform sys-
tem is being started from the Finance
Department, which would be extended to gov-
crnment jobs of all other departments of the
Balochistan government in a phased manner.

He said that incumbent provincial government
is committed to promoting good govemance,
transparency and accountability through the use
of modemn technology.

The CM said that ment, transparency and
promises made to the people are the basis of the
goverance of the

Balochistan government

and the provincial govem-
ment would continue to take
such steps at all levels that
could empower the youth
and give their rights to the
eligible persons.-APP

L4

Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti visits senior parliamentarian
Raja Zafarul Hagq.
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Balochistan launches first-ever
paperless, merit-based online
- recruitment in Finance dept

Bugti announces merit-based online recruitment for 111 gov’t posts,
visits ailing PML-N leader RaJa Zafarul Haq

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
announced the launch of a historic
recruitment initiative, marking (he
first time in the province’s history
that government appointments will
be made through a fully online.
paperless system strictly based on
meril.In a message shared on social
media platform X, CM Bugti rcaf-
firmed his unequivocal promise to
the people of Balochistan that the
governmenl Jobs will neither be
sold nor intluenced by corruption.
nepotism, or favoritism

He emphasized that the provin-
cial government is taking concrele
steps 1o restore public trust and
cnsure transparcul governance

Mir Sarfraz Bughi added that, in
ulfillment of this commitment, the

government is further strengthen-
ing transparency mechanisms
across the province. As part of this
effort, online recruitment for 111
vacant posts in the Finance
Department  has  been initiated
purcly on merit and without any
paperwork—an  unprecedented
move in Balochistan®s administra-
tive history.

He described the initiative as a
historic step toward eliminating
corruption and advancing institu-
tonal reforms  Under the new
recruitment  system.  candidates
will undergo online tesung, and
their qualifications and competen-
cies will be evaluated in a transpar-
ent manner. Successful candidates
will be issued appointment letters
within one hour of completing the
process, ensuring swill and merit-
based hinng

The chief minister said that the
Finance Department has been
sclected to pilot this reform. which
will be gradually extended to all
other goverament departments in
Balochistan. He reaflirmed the pro-
vincial government's commitment
to promoling good governance,
transparency, and accountability
through the use of modern technol-
ogy.Moreover, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Monday said that
online recruitment is being started
on Il government posts on iv0
percentmerit and paperless basis in
the Finance Department for the
first time in the hmor\ ol the proy-
ince.

He said this in a message on
social networking site X issued
here Balochistan Chief Minister
said that his first and unequivocal
promise 1o the people

of

Balochistan was that neither gov-
emment jobs would be sold in the
province nor could corruption or
nepotism be tolerated in any way

He said that the provincial gov-
crnment is taking practical and
effective steps to restore public
trust and transparent governance.

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugli visited senior par-
hamentarian and PML-N lcader
Raja Zafarul Haq in Islamabad on
Monday  The Chiel' Minister
inquired alter Haqs health ang
extended his heartfelt wishes for a
swift recovery. During the meet-
ing. Chicl Minister Bugt lauded
Raja Zafarul Haq's extensive polit.
wal carcer and his enduring role 1n
promoting  democratic  values
Within the pation, recogmzing him
as acredible and respexted figure in
natienal nalities
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Lurking drought

The escalating  drought crisis in
Balochistan is becoming serious with
every passing day. As the skies remain
stubbornly clear and the mercury con-
tinues its unseasonal ascent, the prov-
ince, already the most water-stressed
region in the country, 1s being pushed to
its breaking point. Recent data from the
Pakistan Meleorological Department
paints a grim piclure: a staggering 79%
rainfall deficit in western and southwest-
ern districts has left the landscape
parched, with the “Drought Advisory”
now covering at least a dozen districls
including Chagai, Gwadar, Kech, and
Quetta. For a province where 73% of the
population relies on livestock and agri-
culture for survival, this is not just a
weather anomaly; itis a threat to the very
fabric of rural lil)o.

The most immediate and heartbreak-
ing victims of this dry spell are the cattle
breeders and pastoralist communities. In
Balochistan, livestock is more than just
an industry; it is a moving bank account
and the only safety net for millions. With
rangelands tumning into dust bowls and
natural water holes drying up, breeders
are facing the impossible task of sustain-
ing their herds. The scarcity of fodder
has sent prices skyrocketing, forcing
many to sell their emaciated animals at
throwaway prices or, worse, watch them
perish. This depletion of livestock assets

is a generatidnal blow to the provincial
economy, as it takes years of favorable
weather to rebuild a single herd.

While the provincial government has
initiated some measures, such as the
establishment of the Climale Change
Fund, the sheer scale of the current crisis
demands a more aggressive and imme-
diate intervention. It is high time the
government announced a comprehen-
sive “Drought Relief Package” specifi-
cally tailored for farmers and cattle
breeders. This package must go beyond
mere rhetoric and include the provision
of subsidized animal feed, the establish-
menl of emergency mobile veterinary
clinics to protect weakened herds from
discase, and the installation of solar-
powered tube wells to ensure drinking
water for both humans and animals.

Furthermore, the government must
move toward institutionalizing livestock
insurance and providing direct cash
transfers to the hardest-hit families to
prevent mass migration toward already
overburdened urban centers.

Long-term resilience will require a
shift to climate-smart agriculture and
improved rainwater harvesting, but the
immediate priority must be survival. If
the state fails to act now, the “land of
orchards and pastures” risks becoming a
graveyard for ils most vital economic
assels. Balochistan’s farmers and breed-
ers have weathered many storms, but
they cannot survive this creeping disas-
ter alone.
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