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Risky Nurseries Zero Tolerance

Unlicenced child nurseries will be no more, Balochistan government
has made a critical decision. It will crack down on unlicensed child
nurseries across the province. This move comes after a deeply trou-
bling incident in Quetta. A case of a child being wrongly transferred
from a nursery sparked public outrage. It revealed a gap in our systems
meant to protect the most vulnerable. The incident in Quetta was a
alarm bell. It showed how things can go terribly wrong. The provincial
Health Department has rightly ordered a high-level investigation. They
have handed the case to the Balochistan Healthcare Commission. This
is a serious step for a serious matter. Even more, authorities have
ordered DNA testing. This will help correctly identify the child and
uncover the full truth, We must know exactly what happened. This is
the only way to ensure it never happens again.

The government's new stance is clear: zero tolerance. Zero tolerance
for substandard care. Zero tolerance for unregistered businesses look-
ing after our children. This is the only acceptable position. When par-
ents leave their child at a nursery, they are placing their ultimate trust
in that facility. They believe their child is safe, cared for, and protect-
ed. This trust is sacred. The government's promise to ensure safety and
trust "at all costs” must be more than just words. A single investigation
is not enough. This problem is likely bigger than one bad nursery. That
is why the broader plan is so important. The government has directed a
comprehensive inspection of all nurseries in Balochistan. They have
also ordered the licensing process to be sped up. This two-part
approach is smart. First, find and assess all the existing facilities.
Second, make sure every single one meets clear, official standards to
get a license. This creates a proper system of accountability.

Announcing a policy is one thing. Enforcing it is another. The gov-
ernment has warned that strict legal action will be taken against violat-
ing nursery owners. This promise must be kept. Fines, closures, and
criminal charges where appropriate must follow. This will send a
strong message. It will show that the business of caring for children is
not a casual one. It is a responsibility with the highest stakes. Those
who fail in this duty must face consequences. This crackdown, if done
thoroughly and transparently, is a major step forward. It prioritizes
child welfare over bureaucratic inertia. For parents, it should bring a
measure of reassurance. It says that the government is watching. It
says that standards matter. Our children are not just a private concern.
Their collective well-being is a public priority and a measure of our
society's health. Let this moment be a turning point. The government
has started the work. Our children's security depends on it. People of
Balochistan should support this initiative. Parents must ask for licens-
es. Communities should report unregistered nurseries. Together, we
can build an environment where every child can be safe, and every
»arent can have peace of mind.
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Essentiality of
integrated policies

Balochistan has an area of 347,190 km?,
forming 43.6% of the total area of
Pakistan, with a cultivated area of 21,000
km? out of which 9,800 km? is irrigated,
whereas 8,000 km? is flood irrigated, and
2,600 km? is rain-fed area. There are vast
agricultural areas in the province that
can be developed with the availability of
water. During the last two decades, most
of the lush green pastures of Balochistan
have turned into barren lands dueto a
lack of water. The underground waler
level continues to deplete fast in Quetta,
Pishin, Qilla Abdullah, Kalat, Mastung,
Khuzdar, Loralai, and other districts of
the province. Experts suggest a large part
of land in Balochistan can be used for
agriculture if artificial intelligence prac-
tices are adopted, which would enable
the province to deliver the same produc-
tivity in agriculture that Punjab province
does. Climate smart agriculture practices
can assist Balochistan province in ensur-
ing food security and preserving water
resources. Focusing on the less developed
and underprivileged areas of the prov-
ince will help stop migration from rural
to urban areas. Promoting the adoption
of high-efficiency irrigation systems
(HEIS), such as drip, bubbler, sprinkler,
rain guns, and centre pivot will help with

efficient utilisalion of scarce water
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resources. The much-needed water pol-
icy should be formulated as a compre-
hensive document that covers all aspects
regarding  water availability, usage,
transmussion, recycling, and sewage
treatment. The policy should have a time-
bound objective that clearly enlists devel-
opment interventions required across the
province over the coming years.
Agriculture, water, and climate are inter-
connected. Only 6% of landin Balochistan
is cultivable due o less availability of
waler, and the root cause of water short-
age is mismanagement of waler use in
irrigation and installation of an excessive
number of solar tube wells. Due to the
lack of research-based agriculture insti-
tutes in Balochistan, we failed to intro-
duce modern practices. Urbanisation is
the major issue Lhat requires immediate
attention for the future socio-economic
development of the province. In order to
stop migration from underprivileged
areas of Balochistan, the government
musl actively support development pro-
grams such as overall water security,
energy sulfficiency, infrastructure devel-
opment, and agricultural development
to provide the same opportunities avail-
able in urban areas. There is a need to
integrate policies covering water laws
and flood disaster management to boost
storage capacity, water productivity, and
protect the country from devastating
floods. These steps will increase agricul-
ture productivity to achieve sustainable
economic development.
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