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Bugti unhappy over Quetta’s
cleanliness, orders strict
penalties for littering

| Provides financial assistance to rickshaw driver

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Dugli has expressed strong
dissatisfaction over the deteriorating
anitation  conddions in Quelta,
warming proviacial authontics and
waite management leams that negh-
gence regarding the caprtal’s cleanli-
ness will no langet be tokerated.
Presiding overa hlph-lac! review
meeting ot the Chicl Ministers
Secrclanal, Sarfraz Dugu stressed
that ensuning a clean and healthy
environment 1n Quetia i3 o core com-
mitment of the provincial govern-
ment Tle sand public tax moncy must
be spent transparendy on facalities
that directly benefit catizens
Discussions focused on the per-
formance of Sufa Quenta and the
Quetta Muniopal  Corporation
(QMC) Despute detaled briclings,
the Cliel Minister noted that the
pround reality did not match official
reparts. Duning the mecting, detailed

¢
o

bricfings were given by the Safa
Qucita administration and Quctia
Mectropolitan Corporation regarding
ongoing sanitalion srrangements in
the city, challenges being faced, utili-
zation of resources, overall perfor-
mance, and plans. Vanous aspects of
the exasting waste management syy.
tem and its effeciveness were dis-
cussed

CM Sarfraz Bugti and Advisor for
Local Government expressed dissat-
isfaction with the overall cleanliness
conditions in Quetta and instructed
the concerned oflicials to bnang
inmediote.  practical, and vasible
improvements in the sanitation sys-
tem, ensuring vutcomes aligned with
ground realitics

1t was decrded in the mecting that
on independlent and newtral survey
would be condugied 10 assen public
opinion and evaluate the overall per-
formance of sanitati services The
survey alims 1o aceurately wenuly
public complants and the actual situ-

ation on the ground.

The CM also ordered the estabe
lishinent of a fast and efTective come-
plant redressal mechanism to ensure
immediate resolution of cleanliness
related 1wsues and provide tmely
rchiel o catrzens.,

The mecting further decided that
strict acton and fines would be
unposed on individuals who dispose
of parbage in open arcas instcad of
doyignated dustbing and dumping
points. Quetta Safe City camneras wall
be utllized to identify violators
dumping waste at public places to
envure elfechive enforcement of e
Taw  Addressig the mecting. CM
Mir Sarfraz Dugt added that no nep-
Ipence would be tokerated reparding
the ckeanliness of Quetta e empha-
sized that public opinon must be
given poonty and concrete steps
must be taken 10 resolve 1sucs He
stressed Lt taxpayers’  money
should be spent transparently on pro-
viding facihies 1o the public

Morcover, in a remarkable exam-
ple of justice and humanity, Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugu hugged
nckshaw dnver Abdul Naty Mengal
and provided financial assistance for
the purchase of a new nekshuw

He alwo suspended the police
officer involved in the mishehavior
and orderad an investigation of the
matter on Wednesday,

Chicf Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugu
consoled  nekshaw  dnver  Abdul
Nabi Mengal and hugged hin, con-
soled him while expressed complete
solidanty wuh hin by kisang hus
forchead The €M said that pole
oflicers are the guardians ol the ser-
vice and dignity of the publc and +f
any officer deviates trom his duties,
vidiscnmimate acton would be taken
agamst him

e renerated his resolve Ut e
Dalochistan povernment stands with
the working and weaker sections of
the soctety and ¢lfectine steps could
be taken to prevent such ingydents,

@ CamScanner
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CM Bugti unhappy with Quetta's
sanitation, directs prompt response

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Chicf Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti on Tucsday cxpressed dissatisfac-
tion over the prevailing sanitation conditions in
the provincial capital and directed the authoritics
to ensurc immediate, effective, and result-orient-
cd mcasures to address public complaints.

The directives were issucd during a high-level
mezting chaired by the chief minister at the
Chief Minister Secretariat to review the cleanli-
ness situation in Quetta. The meeting was attend-
ed by Adviser on Local Government Nawabzada
Baba Amir Hamza Zchr, Chief Seccretary

Balochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan, Additional
Chief Sccretary Development Zahid Saleem,
Principal Sccretary Babar Khan, Secretary
Finance Imran Zarkoon, Commissioner Quctta
Division Shahzaib Kakar, Project Dircctor
Quetta Development Project Rafiq Baloch, CEO
Public Private Partnership Dr Faisal Khan, offi-
cials of Safa Quetta, and senior officers of rele-
vant departments.
During the meeting, the Safa Quctta manage-
ment and Quetta Metropolitan Corporation

bricfed panticipants on ongoing sanitation
arrangements, challenges being faced, and the
future course of action. Various aspects of the
exisling sanilation system, utilization of
resources, and overall performance were dis-
cussed in detail.

Expressing dissatisfaction over the overall
cleanliness situation in Quetta, Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and the adviser on local gov-

.,cmment instructed concemned officials to bring
immediate, cffective, and practical improve-
ments to the sanitation system and to ensure tan-
gible results in line with ground realities.

The meeting decided to conduct an independ-
ent survey 10 assess public opinion and the over-
all performance of sanitation services, aimed at
accurately identifying public complaints and on-
ground conditions. The chief minister also
ordered the establishment of a fast-track and
effective complaint redressal mechanism to
ensure prompt relief for citizens.

It was further decided that strict action and
fines would be imposed Continued on page 7

" = Balochistan
- EXpress

Quetta

on individuals dumping
garbage in open  arcas
instezd of designated dust-
bins and disposal points.
Cameras installed under the
Quetta Safe City project will
be used to identify those lit-
tering public places to
ensure cffective cnforce-
ment of the law.

Addressing the meeting.
Chicef Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugli said that ro negli-
gence would be tolerated in
matters related to the clean-
liness of Quetta. He stressed
that concrete steps must be
taken to resolve issues by
giving priority to public
opinion, adding that taxpay-
ers' money must be spent on
providing facilities to the !
public. '

He said thatsa clean, '
healthy, and well-organized |
Quena is part of the provin-
cial government's commib\
ment, and all institutions |
must fulfill their responsibil-
ities with honesty to achieve |
this goal. The chief munister |
emphasized  that  public
cooperation, alongside insti-
wtional effosts, is essential
to mantain cleanliness in
the city.

He reaffirmed that coordi-
nated and concrete measures
would coatnue 10 make
Quatta a model, ¢lean, and
well-managed  provincial
capital, warmng that any
lapse in this regard would

not be tolerated
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QUETTA: Sctting a notable
example of justice and com-
passion,  Chicf  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
on Wednesday embraced rick-
shaw driver Abdul Nabi
Mengal, announced financial
assistance for the purchase of a
new rickshaw, and ordered the
suspension and investigation
of the police official involved
in misconduct.

The chicl minister met
Abdul Nabi Mecngal, offered
him consolation by embracing
him and kissing his forchead,
) and cxpressed complete soli-
darity with him. He also
approved immediate financial

Ao Lo o Lakx ';s.l_u' o Uiy
) [AAM-)’ L}JJ [y &3:3' /

‘ Datoed UB JAN 2026 Hade NG f(-/

CM provides aid to rickshaw
driver, orders police action

By Our Reporter

driver's cconomic loss and to
enable him to purchase a new
rickshaw.

The mecting followed a
tragic incident on Airport
Road, Quetta, where the rick-
shaw driver, distressed by the
alleged misconduct of a traffic
police official, set his rickshaw
on firc under severc mental
stress.

Taking strict noticc of lhe
incident, Chicf Minister Bugti
ordered the immediate suspen-
sion of the concemed traffic
police official and directed that
a transparent inquiry be con-
ducted. He made it clear that
mistreatment of citizens and

misuse Continned an naee 7

support to compensate for the

— —_— of authority would not be
tolerated under any circum-
stances.

"The police are mecant to
serve the public and safe-
guard their dignity. Any offi-
cial who deviates from this
duty will face action without
discrimination," the chief
minister said.

Reaffirming the provin-
cial government's commit-
ment, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
said the Balochistan govern-
ment stands firmly with the
, hardworking and vulnerable

scgments of society and will |
take effective measures to |
prevent such incidents in the
future,

—— -

( ) g . i ) o

(gt -3

Chief Minister Balochistan Sarfraz Bugti showing compassion to rickshaw
driver Abdul Nabi Mengal.
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Winter without gas

As the Siberan winds sweep through
the Quetta valley, plunging tempera-
tures mto the negatives, the provincial
capital finds itsell paralyzed by a famil-
tar and cruel irony. The city is currently
in the grip ol a severe gas crisis that has
transformed the basic act of survival
mto an exhausting daily struggle. While
the people of Balochistan have histori-
cally provided the lifeblood of Pakistan’s
energy through the Sui gas hields, they
are once again being (orced to endure a
winler without the very resource their
land produces. The dual plague of low
gas pressure and unannounced load-
shedding has made life tor the ordinary
citizen nearly unbearable, turning
homes into cold cells and stoves into
useless fixtures.

Despile the fact that consumers are
burdened with exorbitant gas bills every
month, the actual supply of gas has
become a luxury rather than a utility.
This financial exploitation is particularly
galling given that the SSGC continues to
charge full rates often based on “esli-
mated” readings while pipes remain
emply or hiss with uselessly low pres-
sure. Families are being pushed to the
brink of financial ruin, compelled to pur-
chase expensive LPG cylinders or haz-
ardous firewood to prevent their chil-
dren from freezing, For a province thatis

the primary source of the nation’s yas,

g | : o\
,'ml_\;\_,;lql,c.“ab-,f.;.».o U:JJ \

O bz g o gi>

Time Quett

l Johis

this deprivation is not just a technical
Lailure; itis a profound systemie injustice
that borders on cniminal negligence.
Women are unable to cook meals, and
children are forced to leave for school in
the earlv morning frost without warm
breakfast or heated rooms, The bitter
cold has led to a surge i respiratory ill-
nesses and other seasonal diseases, with
the most vulnerable members of society
paving the highest price for the state’s
indifference. The physical sullering is
compounded by a deep sense of betrayal
as the people watch their resources
diverted elsewhere while their own heat-
ers remain cold.

Public dismay has reached a breaking
point, directed squarely at the provin-
cial government and the representatives
in the National Assembly and Senate.
Despite having a voice in the highest
corridors of power, these elected leaders
have failed to secure the rights of the
people of Balochistan. While resolu-
tions are passed and “load manage-
ment” schedules are announced, the
ground reality remains unchanged. The
silence and perceived helplessness of
these representatives have left the citi-
zenry feeling abandoned, as if their
plight is a secondary concern to the
political games in the federal capital. If
the state cannot provide the warmth of
its own gas lo the people of Quetta, it
must answer for the growing humani-
tarian crisis that is freezing the heart of

Balochistan.
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