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Bugti urges mvestors to
prioritize local employment
in industrial projects

Orders protection, development of mmorlty religious sites

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan  Chiel
Munister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, bas
emphasized that investors should
proritize local skilled labor in
industrial projects. underscoring
the importance of corporate social
responsibility in driving sustaina-
ble development across the prov-

ince.
The Cbief Minister presiding
over a high-level meeling on

Tuesday, which reviewed industnal
projects based on low-BTU gas
Technical feasibility studics were

discussed, and ot was lormally
Jecided 1o move these projects for-
ward on a commercial basis
Invitations  for Expressions of
Interest (EOI) will soon be i1ssued
in newspapers for both Jomestic
and foreign investment companies

Duning detailed brichngs. offi-
cials outlined proposals for install-
ing various industrial plants in the
Margand gas ficld in Kalat and the
Zin gas field n Sui to elficiently
utihize low-BTU gas.

Proposcd projects include feru-
lizer, ccment, cncrgy. ccramics,

and other valuc-added industrics.
These initiatives aim to align local
resources with industnal growth
while promoting sustainable cco-
nomic activity across the province.
Addressing the meeting, Chiel
Minister Bugti stressed that inves-
tors should ensure that employment
opportunitics are fist offered to
local skilled workers, in linc with
corporate social responsibility. He
added that these industrial projects
are expected to significantly boost
tax revenues for the province and
create wide-ranging cmployment
opportunities for youth, thercby
strengthening the local economy.
Bugti said, “Balochistan 15 a
province rich in natural resources
The government is committed 10
leveraging these resources through
modern industrial  practices lo
aclhijeve economic self-rcliance and
sustainable development ™
He also instructed officials to
cnsure that the investment process
remains transparent, competilive,
and nvestor-fnendly 1o further
strengthen investor confidence.
“The government is commitled
to leveraging these resources

through modern wndustnal prac-
tices 1o aclueve economic self-reli-
ance and sustainable development,”
he added.

The mecuing decided that EOL®
advertisements for gas ficld pro-
jects will be published in newspa-
pers soon. A comprehensive review
of potential industnal plant sues,
infrastructure, and logistics will
also be conducted to facilitate prac-
tical umplementation.

Moreover, Chicf Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, has reaffirmed the
provincial government’s commit-
ment to ensuning full protection for
minonty communities and guaran-
teeing the development and resto-
ration ol their religious sites under
government patronage

Speaking 0 a delegation of
minority communities  led by
Senator Dinesh Kumar on Tuesday,
the CM emphasized that followers
ofall religions in Balochistan enjoy
equal rights. He said the provincial
government is taking serious and
practical measures to safeguard the
religious and cultural heritage of
minorily communities across the
province Dunng the mecting, a

detailed review was conducted of
the master plan of the Hinglay) Mata
Temple, covenng ongoing and pro~
posed development projects as well
as land provision issues.

Furthermore, Chiel Munister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has warned that
baseless and misleading propa-
ganda against the state fuels social
discord, instabality, and wviolence,
stressing the urgent need for effec-
e countermeasures.,

Presidiog over a inceting of the
Board of Governmance of the
Balochistan Center of Excellence
on Counter Violent Extremism in
Quetta, Sarlraz Bugti highlighted
the importance of guiding all seg-
ments of society particulatly the
youth towards factual realities.

Sarfraz Bugti said the Center of
Excellence would serve as a strong
platform for rescarch, awareness,
and counter-narratives, playing a
vital role in curbing extremist ten-
dencies and promoting positivity
He underhimed that institutional
cooperation, coordinated  strate-
gies, and modern approaches are
essential 10 counter extremism

ellectively
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BHC Suspends Notification for
Executive 'Justices of the Peace'

_ Balochistan High Court has suspended government notification
regarding appointing 'Justices of the Peace'. The hearing was held by
a strong two-member bench. It included Chief Justice Kamran Khan
Malakhel and Justice Gul Hassan Tarcen. Question was the problem?
The provincial government issued a notification. It gave judicial
powers to executive officers. These officers are the Commissioner
and Deputy Commissioners. They were to act as Justices of the
Peace under laws called Section 22-A and 22-B. The petitioners,
those who brought the case, argued this was wrong. They said the
notification was issued without a key approval. It did not have the
consent of the Chief Justice of the High Court. This is a major legal
requirement. More importantly, they made a bold argument. They
said granting such judicial powers to executive officers is unconstitu-
tional. These officers work for the government. They are part of the
; executive branch. Giving them judicial powers mixes two separate
things. It mixes the power to administer with the power to judge.
Our constitution keeps these powers apart for a good reason.
The petitioners raised an even more alarming point. They called
this move an attempt to create a 'parallel judicial system'. Think
about what that means. It would mean government officers, not inde-
pendent judges, making judicial orders. This could seriously threaten
faimess and impartiality. The executive branch would start judging
its own actions. This is a conflict of interest. The court heard these
arguments. It found the legal points raised were very serious. They
needed deeper thought and a full hearing. The court decided these |
points must be considered further. So, what did the court do immedi-
ately? It took a very important step. It issued notices to the
Balochistan government and other involved parties. They must now
explain their position. Most crucially, the court suspended the con-
troversial notification. It is now on hold until the next hearing. This
means the Commissioners and Deputy Commissioners cannot use
these judicial powers for now. This is not just a legal technicality.
This is about protecting people's rights. The common person must
' believe in the system. They must trust that justice is blind and fair.
When a police officer or a local official does something wrong,
where do people go? They go to the courts. The courts are their
shield. If the same government officers become judges, that shield
breaks.

The court's decision to pause this move is wise. It prevents a
potential threat to justice. It ensures the status quo remains until a
final decision. The case will be heard again after the court vacations.
The final verdict is still to come. But this suspension sends a strong
message. It shows the judiciary is watching. It is ready to protect its
independence and the constitution. We must applaud this initial
order. It upholds a fundamental principle. Justice must be separate
from government administration. It must be independent. We now
wait for the final hearing. Let us hope that the final decision contin-
ues o protect the sacred principle of an independent judiciary, For
without it, the rights of every citizen arc at risk.
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