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I

Regd No. B.C.6  VOL XLV No. 1350 QUETTA Sunday January 25, 2026 / Shaban-ul-Muazzam 05, 1447

) balochistantimes.pk  €) @balochistantimes.pk () BTimes_|

Balochistan recruits 3,000 | T'

-~ doctors, activates 164 basic health
units across province: Bugti

Pledges universal education access on Int’l Day of Education

Staff Report ernment has successfully com- tem. a day to reaffirm the commitment |

pleted the recruitment of nearly The Chief Minister clarified that  to the promotion of education. On !

QUETTA: Chief Minister 3,000 doctors on a contract basis.  these achievements are not merely ~this day, he made a promise to the H
|

Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
announced the completion of a
major healthcare reform initiative,
declaring that a silent but effective
revolution has taken place in the
province’s health sector, with its
benefits now reaching the general
public.

In a statement shared on social
media platform X, the Chief
Minister said that providing basic
heultheare tacilities 1o remote and

underdeveloped areas remains the.

government’s top priority. He
revealed that the provincial gov-

As a result of this recruitment
drive, 164 Basic Health Units
(BHUs) across the province have
been made fully functional, signifi-
cantly improving access to health-
care services in areas where medi-
cal facilities were previously lim-
ited or unavailable.

Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that
residents of far-flung regions—who
endure harsh winters and scorching
sumMmers— are now receiving med-
ical services closer 1o their homes,
calling it a major step forward for

the province’s public health sys-

statistical figures but represent tan-
gible improvements in the lives of
ordinary citizens. He further said
that the health reform process will
continue, with plans, to expand the
scope of services to ensure that
every citizen of Balochistan has
access to timely and quality medi-
cal treatment.

Moreover, on the occasion of the
International Day of Education, the
Chief Minister of Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, expressed in a mes-
sage on the social media platform X
that Imcmanonal Education Day is

people of Balochistan that no gov-
ernment school in the entire prov-
ince will ever remain closed. He

said that no child in Balochistan
will be left out of school. emphasiz-
ing that education is a fundamental
and basic right for every single
child. He further stated that due to
the lack of resources, no talented
child in Balochistan will be
deprived of higher education.
Through quality and effective edu-
cation, the future of Balochistan
will be secured and strengthened
for coming generations.
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Closing the Pit of illegal mining

News from Balochistan often carries a heavy weight. But a recent
announcement by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti offers a glimmer of
purposeful action. The closure of 47 illegal mining sites in Pishin district
is a start. It is a signal that the ground, quite literally, is shifting. For too
long, the story of Balochistan's immense mineral wealth has been one of
paradox. The province is a treasure chest. It holds gold, copper, coal, and
precious stones. Yet, as social media users and experts frequently point
out, the official revenue tells a dismal tale. Reports suggest the province
eamns less than-10 billion rupees annually from this sector. This is a pit-
tance. The math is simple and tragic. Vast resources are being extracted.
But the benefits are not reaching the people of Balochistan. This lost rev-

i enue is stolen opportunity. It is schools not built, hospitals not equipped,
and roads not paved. It is a future denied.

Chief Minister Bugti's statement is clear. He says Balochistan's minerals
are the property of its people. And that illegal mining will not be tolerated
under any circumstances. These are strong words. They must now be fol-

' lowed by unwavering action. The closure in Pishin is a tactical move. But
the promised "comprehensive policy" is the needed strategy. This is the
crucial part. A crackdown alone is not enough. It can be a game of whack-
a-mole. Shut one site today, another pops up tomorrow. A real solution
must address the "why." Why does illegal mining flourish? It thrives in
shadows created by a mix of factors. These include weak regulation,
potential corruption, and a lack of economic alternatives for local commu-
nities. When formal jobs are scarce, illegal mining becomes a dangerous
livelihood. The new policy must bring light. It needs to create a transpar-
ent, legal framework. One that makes it easier and more profitable to
mine legally than illegally. This means streamlining permits, ensuring fair
royalties, and providing security to legitimate investors. Most importantly,
the policy must center the people of Balochistan. The benefits of mining
must be visible in their daily lives. A fair share of revenue should be
invested directly in the mining-affected districts. This builds public trust.
It turns communities from bystanders into guardians of their own
resources.

There will be powerful interests opposed to this change. Those who
have profited from the chaos will resist order. The government's resolve
will be tested. The closure of 47 sites is a declaration. The coming months
| will show if it is a true war. Balochistan stands at a crossroads. One path

continues the old way. It leads to plundered riches, an angry populace,
and perpetual instability. The other path is harder. It demands integrity,
transparency, and smart governance. It leads to a province where wealth
from the ground builds prosperity above it. The le of Balochistan
own these minerals. They have waited too long mcir inheritance. This
crackdown must be the first, firm step toward finally claiming it. The
hope is that this time, the commiument digs as deep as the mines them-
selves.
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Coalmine tragedies

Coal Mining remains one of the coun-
try’s most crucial yet perilous industries,
espedially in Balochistan, where thou-
sands of small, privately-run mines pro-
vide livelihoods to tens of thousands of
workers. The province hosts nearly 3,500
mines, employing around 42,000 miners
who extract thousands of tonnes of coal
every day. Yet, behind this economic con-
tribution lies a grim reality. The sector
continues to be plagued by deplorable
working conditions, weak regulation,
and a distressingly high frequency “of
accidents. Each year, hundreds of miners

" lose their lives or suffer permanent disa-

bilities, while many develop chronic res-
piratory and musculoskeletal diseases
due to prolonged exposure to unsafe and
toxic environments.

The last year was no different, with a
succession of tragedies underscoring the
persistent dangers that our miners face.
Between January and October, at least 53
mining accidents were reported in
Balochistan, resulting in nearly 100
deaths and more than 200 injuries,

“though the actual numbers are likely to

be higher due to routine underreporting,
These tragic incidents reflect chronic and
systemic safety failures. Although
Balochistan has enacted the Occupational
Safety and Health Act, 2022, and has

‘amended various industrial regulations

in 2021, their enforcement has remained
largely superficial. The regulatory bodies
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have repeatedly failed to ensure compli-
ance, hindered by corruption, inadequate
inspections, and a lack of accountability.
As a result of such negligence, unsafe
mining practices continue to pose risks to
the miners’ lives.

The province’s mining sector has long
been scarred by major disasters. The root
causes such as unchecked methane accu-
mulation, poor ventilation, outdated
extraction methods, and the absence of
gas detection and fire suppression sys-
tems persist without meaningful reforms.
These archaic methods essentially turn
these mines into death traps when flam-
mable gases reach critical concentrations.

A major underlying issue is Pakistan’s
failure to align with international safety
standards. Despite expressing its intent
in early 2023, Pakistan has yet to ratify
the International Labour Organisation
(ILO) Safety and Health in Mines
Convention (C-176), which outlines com-
prehensive safety requirements.
Opposition from some mining operators,
who fear increased operational costs,
continues to stall progress even as fatali-
ties rise.

A comprehensive overhaul is urgently
required. Effective enforcement of
safety regulations, investment in mod-
ern ventilation and gas detection sys-
tems, mandatory training, and the
establishment of properly equipped res-
cue services are essential. Without a
genuine commitment to these reforms,
the cost of coal will continue to be meas-
ured in human lives.
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