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LV No. 1348 QUETTA Friday January 23, 2026 / Shaban-ul-Muazzam 03, 1447

R

Balochistan govt ends 1ssue
- of missing persons through
legislation: CM Bugti

Reviews 6-month performance, orders timely completion
of development projects

Staff Report

QUETTA:  DBalochistan  Claet
Minister Mir Saifaraz Bughi slan-
ficd the government s posiion on
WissIng persons i a mecting held
bere and sand that the provincial
guvernment has put ae end 1o the
problem of massing peisons foreer
by emaching segular lopilanon

Now of someone yocs mnsing on
Bis own the <tate iy not responsible
tort He sand that those @ ho chonsg
1 caganisa

«hated waih
forved J €8 @ e slaie

The Cliset Munsster <lanhicd (hat
alleganons
siate

v
unfortunstely wery
alw vy made aganst 1.
vons 10 this egard. but pow o
such posation can be wsed as a prop-
sranda toul and the United Nations
-E\u has 4 mechamsin regarding
IMBAMDE persons

Meanwbale, A review meching
was beldunder the charmanship ol

Balochistan Chiel Mimister Mar
Sarfaraz Bugti to review the over-
all sixmonth pecformance of pro-
vieeaal departiments and progress
o development ¢ projects
Provincud  Minister  Raheela
Hameed Durram Chuel Sevretary
Halochnstan Shakeel Qadir Khan
and secrctanes of the relevant pro-
il departinents atended the
meehing A report on the sivomonth
pettormance of provincal govern-
ment dopartients and progiess on
develigunent  peegests pre
senred 1o the Chasd Minister i the
meehing Addeossing the mecting
the Chuct Minster dies ted that the
departinents take  ownenship of
thar  development  projests by
ensuning the sttendance of all stalt
He directed that the departments
form an elfective mechanssm for
ymmediate unplementation of pub-
lig complaints He directed the | aw
Department 1o submut a dralt of the
proviocial contrast policy within

was

twoweeks He sod that 100 percent
metit should be eosured in contrac-
tual recruitment related to the edu-
vation department and IR should
be Bled against fake degree hold-
cin The Chiel Minster was also
presented with a report on the six
monthly open courts held i the
provowe  The Chacl
durected that gases related Lo putdic
interest sliould be T suminuatie,
should be disposed of on priciay
bases and the complamt ¢l should
be fully avtivated and publicized at
the public level The € bt Ministsn
abio dutnbued  ceriticates ol
appresiation o the secietanes of
the departiments for thive who per
formed i the top 10 a0 the s
monthly  departmental  rankmg
The mecting was glso boefed by
the concemed authontics about the
progress  on  the  deparumental
development projects Balochistan
Chiet Munister Mar Sarfaraz Bugy
gave clear nstrecnons on thiy

Minnier

occanon that all the provincial
departments  should  eosure e
complenon ol theur development
schemes withio the stiputated e
He revterated the resolve that there
will be absolutcly mo compromise |
on the taxly completon of the
dovelopment sehemes He stressed
that the dovelopment schemes on
Whinhi Cnee s 00 progoess so far
should be completed in e current
Bnaacesl yemr a all qows Me
the  Secretary \wﬂ'
Weltare on this oncasson 1o expes
Jive all mecen vary stepa fon the vome
et rebabaiiation of drag sddisis
Ve vnd that acion should be wken
duanst thase responuMe for violats
g bulding codes 1n Badochistan
He sand vt viclation of buling
codes The Chief Munaster sasd that
the provinaaal goveTRmCnt s priog-
Yy 8 good governance and com-
Pleting all public projects on tune
al the top of the goverament's Fre
onties

durected
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Winter woes

The gas shortage is haunting the con-
sumers durm;; the ongoing winter sea-
son, as there is no significant improve-
mentin the gas pressure in Quetta aity.
Natural gas has always been a scarce
commodity in the country. Pakistan's
Bas shnrt.\'go comes at a crucial junc-
ture-the country is grappling with
increasing inflation and a weakening
currency, tax collection is half of what
it should be, pnd power blackouts are
still disrupting industrial operations,
suchasin the textile sector. An increase
in demand for energy supplies is cer-
tain. Most partls of Bainchislnn, includ-
ing the capital Quetta, are under the*
prip of intensely cold weather with the
mercury dropping to -08°C to -12°C in
some areas.

The extreme weather brought life to
a standstill in many cities. The low or
zero pressure especially during morn-
ing and evening timings vompelled
the residents of different parts of
Quetta city to protest and block the
roads. They are compelled to buy
breakfast, lunch and dinners from
markets which is much expensive as
well as an unhealthy option for fami-
lies.

A number of families have started
using subslitutes compressors, cylin-
ders, electric roti makers and electric
stoves to cook food which is not risky
but also a very expensive option for the
consumers. Beside the issues of domes-

tic consumers, the commeraal users
especially  restaurants, hotels  and
Tandoor owners are also facing the
same issue and using alternatives to
run their businesses. They also
increased the rates under cover ol
shortage of gas and high price of LPG
putting all burden to the customers.

The shortage and low gas pressure in
Quetta has vehemently perturbed
masses. The management of SSGC
appears lo be unable to cope with the
fluctuation and uninterrupted gas to
the residents of Quetta. No doubt gas
reservoirs in the country are depleting
fast yet depriving a very small portion
of the populace of this facility 1s com-
pletely unjustifiable.

Over 90 per cent areas of Balochistan
are already without gas facilities and
most areas of the people are compelled
to use other means to fulfill their needs
instead of Sui gas. SSGC consumers are
paying heavy bills but in return they
are not being supplied proper gas that
is absolutely injustice and tantamount
to usurping the resources of the
masses.

It is imperative that the federal gov-
ernment and federal institutions must
understand the ground realities and
miseries being faced by the masses.
Hopefully, SSGC will come up with
practical steps to address the low gas
pressure and load-shedding of gas in
Quelta and other parts of the province,
and will let people to meet other 1ssues
instead of holding, protest demos for
gas supply.
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