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kindly find enclosed here with a set of press

clipping  of LecallNational Newspapers for information and

viecessary action.

T

Jor (Director General)

The Public Relations Officer to

Governor, Balochistan Quetta.

PHONE RO: 081-9202548-9201615-9201556, FAX NO:081-9201108
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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and Corps Commander Balochistan Lt Gen Rahat Naseem Ahmed Khan jointly chair the
21st meeting of the State Defense Conference on Saturday.

Bugti expresses grief over Makrar

- - Coastal Highway-accident

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has expressed deep
sorrow and grief over a tragic traf-
fic accident involving a passenger
bus on the Makran Coastal
Highway.

In a statement issued here on
Saturday, the Chief Minister said
he was profoundly saddened by the
loss of precious human lives. He
extended heartfelt condolences to
the bereaved families and prayed
for the speedy recovery of those
injured.Sarfraz Bugti directed the
Deputy Commissioner of Gwadar
to cnsure immediate and proper
medical care for all inured passen-
gers, stressing that no neghgence
would be tolerated. He also ordered
ambulance services to transport the
bodies of the deceased to their
respective hometowns with dig-

nity.
Expressing solidarity with the
affected  families, the Chief

Minister assured them of the pro-
vincial government's full support
during this difficult time

He has sought a detailed report
on the accident and ordered a for-
mal inquiry to determine its causes,
Relevant authorities have been
instructed to identify any lapses
and take necessary measures to
prevent such tragedies in the
future. Sarfraz  Bugh  reaffirmed
that the provincial government
remains committed to improving
road safety and ensuring timely
CmErgency . response  across
Balochistan.

Moreover. Chief Minister Mur
Sarfraz Bugti held a 1elephone con-
versation  with  Sindh  Chief
Minister Syed Murad Al Shah to
discuss the tragic passenger bus

accident on the Makran Coastal
Highway near Ormara.

. During the call, both chief min-
isters exchanged details regarding
the condition of the injured passen-
gers and the medical treatment
bemg provided. They reaffirmed
their commitment to extending all
possible assistance to the victims
and their families in this hour of
neced According 1o a  statement
issued by the Chief Minister’s
Secretariat, on the directives of CM
Bugu, critically injured passengers
are being airhifted to private hospi-
tals in Karachi for advanced med:-
cal careThe Chief Minister
instructed the Deputy
Commuissioner Gwadar and other
concerned authorities to ensure e
prompt shifting of the injured and
complete all administrative and
logistical  arrangements  wuthout
delay Deputy Commissioner

Gwadar Nagecbullah Khan
firmed that all passengers inj
in the accident belong to S
province. He said the dis
admumistration  is  coordiny
closely with relevant deparin
to facilitate trestment and
pontation.Both provincial go
ments reiterated their resoly
provide full support 1o the in
and their families, underse
the importance of inter-prov|
cooperation in times of traged
According to detasls, a pa
ger bus of Al-Usman Cog
(Javed Transpory) going
Karachi to Jeyuni overturne
10 high speed near Ormara
Point on Makran Coastal Hig
According 1 the polwe. 10 P
gers died in the scaident wh
passengers were injured, w
senously imjured passenyer,
auhifted 1o Karachy 3
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CM XI triumphs )
in friendly
cricket match
against CS XI

Staff Report

QUETTA: A friendly cricket match be-
tween the Chief Minister XI and the Chief
Secretary- XI at the PDMA Cricket Ground
on Saturday tumed into an entertaining
spectacle, marked by thrilling moments,
impressive batting, and disciplined bowl-

ing.
A%arge number of cricket enthusiasts gath-
ered to enjoy the lively encounter.
After winning the toss, the Chief Secretary
XI chose to field, inviting the Chief Minis-
ter XI to bat first. The innings was opened
by Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti and Zahid Khalji, who laid a solid
foundation with an impressive - 119-run
opening partnership.
Sarfraz Bugti emerged ‘as the stando:;(rer
former, scoring a stylish and composed 52
runs, drawing loud applause from specta-
tors. At the end of the allotted overs, the
Chief Minister X1 posted a formidable total
of 181 runs for the loss of three wickets.
In reply, the Chief Secretary XI struggled
to keep pace with quired run rate and
was bowled out for 135 runs. Chief Sec-
retary Shakeel Qadir Khan and Inspector
General of Police Muhammad Tahir Khan
showed resistance with the bat and dem-
onstrated all-round skills, but their efforts
were not enough to chase down the target.
Additional Chief Secretary (Development)
Zahid Saleem delivered a match-winning
performance, claiming three crucial wickets
; with fiery spells lhatnﬂecisively shifted mo-
mentum in favor of the Chief Minister X1.
On the fielding side, Sardar Kohyar Khan
Domki, Babar Khan, Syed Ameen, and
Hassan Mir displayed notable agility and
commitment, contributing significantly to
their team’s overall success. ’ ;
The Chief Minister X1 secured a convincing
45-run victory, with CM Bugti’s all-round
performance emerging as the highlight of
the match.

o
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Switching to
renewable energy

Today, masses across Pakistan bear the
brunt of high electricity bills each month,
with recurring additions making pay-
ments  increasingly  burdensome.
Meanwhile, Balochistan has enormous
but largely untapped renewable energy
potential that could help tackle power
shortages and reduce electricity costs,
while also easily meeting the province’s
own energy needs.
Experts say Balochistan is home to geo-
thermal energy with huge steam zones in
Chaghi, Nokandi, and Taftan. There are
different spots where heated water comes
out and goes up to a considerable height.
The energy department of Balochistan,
reports that mud volcanoes, hot geother-
mal fluids alongside dormant volcanoes,
hot magmatic waters at 150 degrees centi-
grade in Chaghi and volcanic arc in the
province can be used for geothermal
energy. Currently, electricity generation
through geothermal is very low.
Balochistan is endowed with an 800km
coastline with six corridors from Gwadar
to Makran, Sibi, Turbat, Zhob, Quetta,
and Naseerabad, with main points
Nokandi, Hoshab, Panjgor Masting,
Fasht, Quetta Zhob, Chaman. It enables
the province to produce 146,145MWs
from wind power.

Moreover, the wind travels at high
velocities in this southwestern province,

Dated:_18 JAN2028 pageNo_ —

2.0

TR T =

which is suitable for generating huge
amounts of electricity. In addition, wind-
mill technology can be employed for
pumping .out water for irrigation and
grinding grain in the fields which can
help reduce people’s dependence on elec-
tricity.

Solar radiation in area-wise in
Balochistan is the highest compared to
other parts of the country, as the annual
average mean daily solar radiation is at
59-6.2 kWh/m2/day. The province has
prudent average sunshine hours where
average solar radiation is 39 to 6.2
kWh/m. Comparatively, the cost of solar

" energy is less than that of conventional

energy. Its price is PKR798 per kWh,
while the price of conventional energy is
Rs20.79 per kWh. As per the estimate of
the Power Division, Balochistan can miti-
gate 126,000 metric tons of Co2 if 100 per-
cent homes in the province are solarized.

Makran, Gwadar, Ormara, Sonmiani
Beach and Kalmat coastal sites have a
huge potential to produce cheap electric-
ity. The tides in these areas are 3 to 5

meters above the mean level that is

enough for-generaling power. By using,
the tapered channel methodology and by
constructing grid-based or off-grid-based
power stations, the NIO Pakistan has
estimated that the extraction energy
along the Indus delta creeks and Makran
can generate 1100MW energy. Hopefully
federal government will focus in tapping
from renewable energy and give incen-
tives to investors to invest in energy sec-
tor in Balochistan.
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No More Waiting, Quetta Takes Off

The arrival of an Air Sial Airbus A320 at Quetta International Airport this
week was more than just another scheduled landing. As flight 161 touched
down from Karachi with 180 passengers on board, it signaled a vital shift in
regional connectivity. Managed by the Pakistan Airports Authority (PAA),
this new route between Karachi and Quetta is a much-needed breath of fresh
air for the aviation sector in Balochistan. For too long, traveling between
Pakistan's largest commercial hub and the capital of its largest province has
been a challenge. Road trips are long and exhausting, while existing flight
options have often been limited or expensive. By introducing three weekly
flights operating every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday Air Sial is providing
a consistent, reliable bridge that will benefit businessmen, students, and fam-
ilies alike. The numbers from the inaugural day tell a compelling story.
While 180 passengers arrived, the return flight to Karachi departed with-199
passengers. This high turnout on day one proves that the demand for air
travel in Quetta is not just theoretical; it is real and urgent. People are ready
to fly if the options are available. Connectivity is the lifeblood of economic
development. When a private carrier like AirAsia enters a market, it creates
healthy competition.

This usually leads to better service standards and more competitive pricing
for the average traveler. Frequent flights mean that Karachi's markets, med-
ical facilities, and educational institutions are now just a short flight away
for the residents of Quetta. Beyond Karachi, there is a clear vision for the
future. The Airport Manager and PAA leadership have already extended an 1
invitation for airlines to look toward Lahore and Islamabad. Linking Quetta
more firmly with the north of the country would complete a vital domestic
triangle, making Balochistan feel more integrated with the national economy
than ever before. The success of this launch is a credit to the coordination
between various stakeholders. From the Airport Security Force (ASF) ensur-
ing safety to the Air Traffic Control (ATC) teams managing the skies, the
' seamless execution of the first flight shows that Quetta is capable of han-
dling increased traffic. The Pakistan Airports Authority deserves praise for
fostering an environment where private airlines feel confident enough to
invest in regional routes, Launching of a flight is only the beginning. For
this route to be sustainable, it requires the continued support of the local
community and a commitment from the airline to maintain punctuality and
service quality.

If these flights remain full, it sends a powerful message to other interna-
tional and domestic carriers: Quetta is open for business. The province of
Balochistan is rich in resources and potential, but that potential can only be
realized if people can move freely and quickly. The Karachi-Quetta route is
a fantastic first step, It reduces the geographical isolation of the region and
brings the people of Pakistan closer together. We look forward to seeing this
partnership grow, eventually leading to daily flights and new connections to

every major city in the country.
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