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-6 VOL XLV No. 1341 QUETTA Friday January 16, 2026 / Rajabul-Murajjab 26, 1447 _R_
Naqvi, Bugti visit family of
Shaheed Major Anwar Kakar

CM expresses concerns over public hardships caused by gas shortages
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members of Balochistan Assembly.

Intenior Minuster Nagvi the lnspector Geperal of Police

Staff Report

QUETTA: Federal  Iuterwn
Minister  Mobsin  Nagwi  and
Balochistan Chiet Mimster Sarfraz
Bugtion Thursday visited the resi-
dence of Major Anwar Kakar, who
was recently lost his hite 10 a ter-
rorist bombung 1n Quetta attnibuted
- < -

cxpressed allection and support
for the late officer’s childicn and
announced that another son of
Major Kakar would be admitted to
Atchison College Chiel Munnster
Bugn announced a government job
for the martyr's  brother,
Khudaidad Khan. and said that 2
school would be named after Major

= ‘ - L

Y ‘ .

l‘m.l‘,; ['!\ Hiwap s Yyuyw sowdng Ul suone
VY v pue weagaury VS @) a0y

were abso prescot Juning the visl

Major Anwar Kakar was mare
tyred some weeks ago 10 a blast in
Quetta attnbuted to India-backed
militants

Morgover. Chiel Munster ol
Balochistan, Mt Sarfaraz Bugh
on Thursday expressed senous
concerns over public  handships
caused by gas shorlages duning the

1ok SSULURS Y E) ..|‘.\
Rsuadsar 1) seaguoy
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Cold Truth, Bitter Irony

Winter in Balochistan is not just cold. It is a harsh, biting reality that
exposes a deep and chronic injustice. This week, Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti gave voice to the anger simmering across the province.
His words were clear, sharp, and filled with a frustration that has boiled
over. In a high-level meeting, he confronted officials from the very com-
panies that extract gas from Balochistan's soil. The issue? That very gas
is not reaching the people of Balochistan. In Quetta, Ziarat, Sui, and
Kalat, citizens face no pressure or no gas at all during this severe cold.
This is more than an inconvenience. It is an emergency. The Chief
Minister minced no words. He called the situation "unacceptable." He
pointed out the cruelest irony of all. In Sui, the town that gives its name
to Pakistan's largest gas field, women are still forced to bake bread on
firewood. The energy that powers the nation is denied to the people who
live atop its source. This is not just poor planning. It is a profound fail-
ure. What is the core of this crisis? CM Bugti identified it directly. He
stated that the limited allocati on of gas to Balochistan by the federal
Ministry of Energy is "synonymous with injustice." This is the heart of

f the matter. The system is designed to take from Balochistan first, and
serve it last. The province is treated as a resource colony, not an equal
part of the federation. This injustice has real and dangerous conse-
quences. The CM expressed deep concern over gas accidents. When peo-
ple are desperate for heat and cooking fuel, they take risks. They resort to
unsafe alternatives or tamper with lines. The result can be tragic loss of
life. The state's failure to provide a basic utility is literally putting lives in
danger.

So, what did the Chief Minister do? He moved beyond anger to action.
He gave blunt instructions to the gas company officials. He told them
their "tricks, excuses, or negligence” would not be tolerated. He demand-
ed an immediate, practical, and permanent solution. The crisis must be
resolved "at all costs.” But he also acknowledged that the problem is big-
ger than any company. It is a policy failure at the highest level,

Therefore, he announced a significant step. He will formally write a letter

to the Prime Minister of Pakistan to make him aware of this grave situa-

tion. This is a crucial political move, It takes the issue from a provincial

complaint to a federal responsibility. This editorial stands with the people

of Balochistan. Their suffering in the cold, while their wealth warms oth-

ers, is a national disgrace. It breaks the very promise of the federation. A
| contract where one part gives all and receives nothing in return is no con-
tract at all. It is exploitation.

The letter to the Prime Minister is a necessary start. But it cannot be
the end. The PM must not just be "aware." He must act. The federal gov-
emment must urgently review and fundamentally change the gas alloca- -
tion formula. Balochistan must be prioritized, not penalized. This is a
matter of basic rights and elemental justice. The coming days are a test. !
They are a test of the federal government's empathy and its commitment !
to national unity. They are a test of whether the system can correct a
decades-old wrong. The people of Balochistan have been patient for too
long. They are now shivering, and their patience has frozen solid. Chief
Minister Bugti has lit a fire under this issue. He has promised to carry the
people's ery to the highest office. The nation must now listen. It is time
to ensure that the fire from Sui's gas warms the homes of Balochistan
first. Only then can we speak of a truly warm and united Pakistan.
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Curbing child abuse

The pervasive shadow of child abuse
continues to haunt the collective con-
science of our society. It is a harsh real-
ity that across the country, and specifi-
cally within Balochistan, our most vul-
nerable citizens are not safe in the very
spaces meant for their growth and pro-
tection. From the classrooms of schools
and the aisles of markets to the floors of
workshops and the halls of religious”
seminaries, children face risks that no
child should ever have to contemplate.
This systemic failure is compounded by
a justice system that often moves too
slowly and a societal stigma that forces
families into a suffocating silence. When
cases go unreported out of fear of social
ostracization, the perpetrators are not
only left unpunished but are embold-
ened tosstrike again, fueled by a sense of
impunity.

The establishment of the first-ever
Child Protection Unit in Quelta, under
the Balochistan Child Protection Act of
2016, represents a significant step in the
right direction. By developing a case
referral model and employing special-
ized staff, the provincial government
has acknowledged the gravity of the cri-
sis. However, these institutional founda-
tions are merely the beginning. To truly
safeguard our children, the government
must move beyond bureaucratic setups
and embrace more pragmatic, ground-
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level interventions. While existing laws
provide a framework, there 1s an urgent
need for more robust legislation that
addresses the evolving nature of exploi-
tation and ensures that no loophole
allows a predator to escape.

The scars of child abuse are rarely
skin-deep; they are etched into the psy-
che of the survivors. The trauma of such
experiences often lingers for a lifetime,
dictating the victim'’s ability to function
in school, succeed in the workplace, or
form healthy social bonds. While some
possess the resilience to move forward,
many are left to grapple with deteriorat-
ing mental health that stymies their
potential. It is essential that the state
must adopt a multi-pronged strategy
that priontizes prevention and educa-
tion. This includes launching aggressive
public awareness campaigns and inte-
grating child protection messages
directly into the educational curriculum
to empower children with the knowl-
edge of bodily autonomy. Furthermore,
the implementation of a “Provincial
Plan of Action Against Child Sexual
Abuse and Exploitation” is no longer a
choice but a necessity. Countering this
challenge  requires ~ deep  structural
changes. We must foster an environ-
ment where children are educated about
the signs of molestation, where authori-
ties handle sensitive cases with the
utmost care and confdentiality, and
where the due process of law is applied
with unwavenng rigor.
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