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Kidnapping for
ransom incidents

The resurgence of kidnapping for
ransom in Balochistan, particularly in
the Kech district and Quelta, is a
chilling reminder of a lawless past
that the province fought hard to leave
behind. National Party President Dr:
Abdul Malik Baloch’s recent expres-
sions of “serious concern” are not
merely political rhetoric; they are a
necessary alarm bell for a provincial
administration that appears to be los-
ing its grip on public safety. When
high-profile political figures and the
All Parties Kech (APK) alliance must
convene at a press club to plead for
the basic right to security, it signals a
profound breakdown in the state’s
primary duty to protect its citizens.
This is not just a matter of isolated
criminal acts; it is an assault on the
social and economic fabric of the
region. As insecurity mounts, the
business ‘commanity already grap-
pling with a fragile economy is para-
lyzed by fear, leading to a flight of
capital and a halt in investment that
Balochistan can ill afford.

The historical context of this men-
ace makes the current spike even
more distressing. In 2011, the prov-

'ince was gripped by a similar epi-
demic where ruthless gangs operated
with virtual impunity, often resulting

b

Dated: ! ly J/\N 2026 Page No.

in the cold-blooded murder of cap-
tives when ransom demands could
not be met. It took a concerted effort
and a change in administrative
resolve in 2013 to dismantle those net-
works and restore a semblance of nor-
malcy. To see these patterns repeat a
decade later suggests either a failure
of intelligence or a lack of sustained
poliliCﬂl will. The reappearance of
these gangs in urban centers like
Quetta and volatile districts like Kech
indicates that the vacuum left by
inadequate policing is being rapidly
filled by organized crime.

The government cannotafford to be
a silent spectator as fear takes root in
the hearts of the public. Effective gov-
ernance is measured by the safety of
its streets and the confidence of its
shopkeepers and professionals. The
authorities must move beyond reac-
Ative statements and launch a targeted,
intelligence-driven crackdown to bust
these kidnapping rings once and for
all. © Modernizing  surveillance,
improving coordination between var-
ious law enforcement agencies, and
ensuring that those who facilitate
these crimes are brought to.justice
without exception are the only ways
to restore order. If the government
fails to act decisively now, the deterio-
rating law and order situation will not
only worsen the human rights land-
scape but will also permanently derail
any prospects of economic develop-
ment in the province.
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