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Stringent
Service Rules

The Balochistan government’s recent
deasion to amend the Balochistan
Government Servants (Conduct) Rules,
1979, marks a significant and troubling
shaftin the province’s administrative land-
scape. By categorizing participation in
strikes, sitans, and protests as acts of “mis-
conduct” and “corruption,” the provincial
executive has effectively criminalized the
primary means through which its work-
torce can voice grievances. While the gov-
ernment argues that such measures are
nevessary o ensure the uninterrupted
delivery of public services a sentiment ech-
oed by the recent declaration of education
as an essential service the timing and
severity of these amendments suggest a
more reactive motive: the silencing of the
BalochistanGrand Alliance. The genesis of
this friction lies in a broken promise
regarding the 30 percent Disng :
Reduction Allowance (QRA). After the fed-
eral government sanctioned this relief to
bridge the widening gap between differ-
ent pay scales, the Balochistan government
committed to following suit. However, this
commitment remains unfulfilled :i‘lsuiz

ing the e ces. Instead of t
a1 ﬁm::::lloy relief, employees in
attached tments who already earn
significantly less than those in the Civil
Secretariat or the judiciary have been met:

with bureaucratic stalling and physical
force. The transition from baton charges
and arrests to the legislative “tightening”
of service rules indicates a strategy of
administrative coercion rather than empa-
thetic governance. By equating a pen-
down strike with corruption, the govern-
ment risks trivializing the very definition
of professional integrity. Corruption typi-
cally involves the abuse of power for per-
sonal gain; here, the “offense” is a collec-
tive plea for a previously agreed-upon liv-
ing wage in the face of historic inflation.
When the state unilaterally closes the

.doors to protest while its own committees

adopt delaying tactics, it leaves its employ-
ees with noinstitutional safety valve. Such
a move does not foster discipling; it fosters
deep-seated resentment within the very
workforce that serves as the backbone of
the provincial machinery. Ultimately, a
government is only as strong as the morale
of its-civil servants. Stripping away the
right to peaceful assembly and free expres-
sion under the guise of service rules is a
short-sighted solution that may end the
current sit-in but will undoubtedly dam-
age the long-term relationship between
the state and its employees.

The Balochistan government should
reconsider these stringent amendments
and instead focus on'fulfilling its financial
commitments. Durable administrative
peace cannot be enforved through notifi-
cations; it must be earned through fair-
ness, transparency, and the honorable ful-
fillment of the state’s own promises.
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