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Express .

CM vows peace, uplift, public
welfare in New Year message

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister of
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has extended hcartfclt New

Year greetings to the people of
the province and the entirc
nation, expressing his resolve
that the new year will mark the
beginning of a rencwed jour-
ncy towards peace, develop-
ment, prosperity, and public
scrvice in Balochistan.

In his New Year message,
the chicf minister said that the
start of a new ycar provides an
opportunity for self-accounta-
bility, national unity, and col-
lective struggle. He empha-
sized that the Balochistan gov-

ernment remains firmly com-
mitted to prioritizing public
welfare, sccuring a brighter
future for youth, and providing
cducation, healthcare, and
cmployment opportunitics.
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that
despite the challenges faced by
the province over Lhe past year,
Balochistan achieved several
important dcvelopment mile-
stoncs. He added that in the
new year, the provincial gov-
cmment would take more
cffective mcasures to ensurc
the stabilization of law and

——

Quetta

order, strengthen good gover-
nance, ©

and promole transparen-
cy in all scctors.

The chicf minister said
that Balochistan is playing a
key role in Pakistan's over-
all development, and that
the government is laying
the foundation for a strong,
stable, and prosperous
province by utilizing its nat-
ural resources and hamess-
ing the potential of its
youth.

He cxpressed hope that
the new year would bring

peace, cconomic stability,
and prosperity to the coun-
try and its people.

The chicf minister also
prayed that Almighty Allah
may keep Pakistan and
Balochistan on the path of
progress and stability.

r
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Mounting
street crimes

Street crime is a serious problem in
the enlire country. Every year thou-
sands of cases of street crimes are com-
mitted. The most common lypes of
street crime include robbery, theft, and
assault. Unfortunately, the media is
stuffed with stories of streel crime in
Quetta and  other districts  of
Balochistan. These crimes include
mobile and vehicle snatching, house
robbery, drug trade, and killing or injur-
ing over resistance to robbery. The crim-
inals don’t hesitate snatching mobile
phones, motorbikes, and lifting cars in
broad daylight but surprisingly the
police and other law enforcement agen-
cies seem hapless to arrest such ele-
ments. There are factors that contribute
to the high rate of street crime; one fac-
tor is the high level of poverty in the

province. Many people resort to crime -

in order to make ends meet.
Unfortunately, the police are still using
the old tactics to catch criminals. Police
must equip themselves with: modern
methods in order to reduce crime to an
acceptable level. Police should take sup-
port from information technology to
curb crime in the city. Nowadays, CCTV
cameras are installed in most of the
streets and roads and in many cases the
faces of the accused are easily identified.

The provincial government has almost
completed Quetta Safe city project. The
Safe City Project is functional but it is
strange that incidents of street crimes
are increasing. It is essential that the
people of Quetta city must be benefitted
from Safe City Project which cost bil-
lions of rupees. In many cases because of
CCTV cameras, the face of culprits are
visible but despite it police is unable lo
arrest them. It is important that police
use modern technology to investigate
street crimes and arrest culprits who
event don't hesitate in taking life of peo-
ple for just a bike or mobile phone.
Undoubtedly, it is the duty of the police
to protect the citizens and their prop-
erty, and we must demand they doa bet-
ter job of it. Authorities concerned with-
out any delay must install more high-
quality security cameras at crime hot-
spots and there should be increased
police patrolling. Another factor con-
tributing to the stubborn levels of street
crime is that perpetrators, even when
nabbed, are often back on the streets
after being acquitted, which calls for
better collection of evidence to ensure
conviction. And for a long-term solution,
the federal and provincial governments
have to step up to bring socio-economic
reforms to reduce poverty, illiteracy, ine-
quality, unemployment, and most
importantly inflation in the country as
they are the major reasons behind the
majority of the crimes committed in the
country specifically in Quetta.
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A New Year's Hope for Balochistan

As 2026 begins. the world turns a page. For Balochistan, this
moment holds a particular weight. It is a chance to look forward, not
just with the weariness of old struggles, but with a cautious, collective
hope for better days. The new year must be about tumning whispers of
a brighter future into a chorus of real change. For too long,

Balochistan's story has been told through a lens of hardship. The

issues are complex and deep-rooted. There is a painful sense of politi- i
cal and economic marginalization. Families have waited for news of
missing loved ones. Vast natural resources have flowed out, while
local communities often see little return in jobs, schools, or hospitals.
The winds of Gwadar carry both the promise of global trade and the
frustration of local fishermen. These realities cannot be ignored. Yet,
within this landscape, there is undeniable resilience. The Baloch peo-
ple have a rich history and a profound connection to their land. Their
poets and musicians have kept culture alive through generations. In the
face of drought, farmers persevere. In modest classrooms, teachers
shape young minds. This strength is the province's greatest asset. 2026
must be the year this strength is fully recognized and partnered with,
not sidelined. The path forward needs clear, deliberate steps.

First, and most urgently, is dialogue. Real, sincere, and inclusive
conversation between all stakeholders is the only foundation for last-
ing peace. Grievances must be heard at the highest levels with the
intent to address them, not dismiss them. Trust is broken; it must be
rebuilt with actions, not just words. Second, the economy must work
for the people of Balochistan. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and other projects should not feel like foreign impositions.
Local people must be the primary beneficiaries. This means prioritiz-
ing Baloch youth in hiring, investing in local businesses that support
these mega-projects, and ensuring that revenues directly improve local
infrastructure. A fisherman's son should see Gwadar port as a source of
opportunity, not a threat to his livelihood. Human development cannot
wait, new year should see a surge in building not just roads, but 1
schools equipped for the modern world. Not just ports, but hospitals
with doctors and medicine.

The youth of Balochistan are not a liability; they are an untapped
reservoir of talent. Giving them education and skills is the best invest-
ment in the province's future. This is not a task for one side alone. It is
a shared responsibility. The central govemment must lead with policy
and genuine investment. Provincial leadership must advocate fiercely
and transparently for its people. Security must be provided with
respect for human rights. And the people of Balochistan themselves,
with their diverse voices, must be active architects of their own future. :
As 2026 dawns, let this be the year Balochistan's narrative begins to
shift. Let headlines speak of new colleges opening, of local businesses
thrving on new trade routes, of young Baloch tech entrepreneurs and
artists gaining national acclaim. Let the conversation move from depri-
vation to development, from conflict to collaboration. The new year
offers a universal promise: a fresh start. For Balochistan, that promise
is deeply needed. It is time to weave the threads of resilience,
resourcefulness, and rightful demand into a stronger fabric, Hope is
not just a fecling; it is a choice followed by action. Let 2026 be

year that choice is made, collectively and courageously: for a pe
and prosnerniis Ralnchictan The .o o cilkmine fnday: &
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