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Balochistan Times

GROUP

) of ) balochistantimes.pk @) @balochistantimes.pk () BTimes_pk

Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1323 QUETTA Monday December 29, 2025 / Rajabul-Murajjab 08, 1447

CM extends greetings
on KPC election

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicl Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli has

extended his heantfelt congratulations and best wishes to the

newly elected office bearers of the Karachi Press Club (KPC)

In a formal message, the Chief Minister congratulated the
entire new leadership team, including President Fazil Jamili,
Vice President Irshad Khokbar, Secretary Mubammad Aslanr
Khan, Joint Sccretary Muhammad Farooqi, and Treasurer
Imran Ayub. He also extended his congratulations to the
newly clected members of the Governing Body: Abdul Jabbar
Nasir, Akhtar Soomro, Sham, Faryal Arif, Javed Saba, Fans
Alam, and Javed Mchar on their success

Chief Minister Bugti noted that the democralic, {ranspar-
ent, and organized conduct of the Karachi Press Club clections
is a welcome development, an cvent that not only strengthens
journalistic solidarity but also reinforces democratic values
and professional awareness. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti stated that
free. responsible, and dignificd journalism forms the very
foundation of a democratic society, where journalists play a
key role in guiding the pblic and reforming socicly through
factual and principled reporting.

He emphasized that the protection of journalism is synony-
mous with protecting the public's fundamental right to infor-

) mation. The Chief Minister expressed his confidence that the
newly clected leadership of the Karachi Press Club will uphold
the trust placed in them by the journalist community and will "

' work to further enhance the institution's reputation, dignity, |
ond professional traditions. |
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Slow pace of
development

Quetta, the  provincial  capital — of
Balochistan, has long been highting with
the slow pace of development work. This
persistent issue has resulted in immense
inconveruence and handship lor 18 res-
dents. The aily's infrastructure, particu
larly 1ts roads and sewerage systems,
remains in a state of disrepair, hindering,
daily life and evonomic achvity. One of the
most planng examples of this sluggish
progress is the ongoing, road expansion
projcts Key thoroughfares ke Sarab
Road, Muneer Mengal Road, and Sirki
Road have been under construction for
years, with little toshow for the substantial
investments. These projects, initially con-
ceved 1o alleviate tralfic congestion and
improve connetivity, haveinstead become

~ symbols of bureaucratic inefficiency and a
lack of accountabnlity. The consequences ol
these delays are far-reaching, Commuters
face daily tralfic jams, wasting precious
time and fuel Businesses struggle to trans-
port goods and services, impacting, the
loval economy. Moreover, the dilapidated
roads and inadequate drainage systems
exacerbate flooding during the monsoon
season, causing widespread damage and
displacement. The Balochistan Assembly’s
Public Acvcounts Commuttee last year had
expressed concerns over the slow pace of
work on development projects initiated

Salochistan Time Queta

o 29 DEC g N

years apgo under the Quetta Developmmint
Yackage and warned the issue would be
referred 0 NAB af the plannimg and
development department -‘nl not submit
its report on the fssue: Acconding to the
audit report, a contract was signed with
N"‘l"“‘ for  Quetta  Development
Programme on June 15, 2017, tor which
Rs286.78 mullion had been paid to the
company Alter discovenng, Haws tn the
Jdesipn, the contract with the tirm had
been cancelled but the amount paid to the
company has not been recovered so far. It
is imperative that the government and
concerned authorities must Lake immeds-
ate steps to address this pressing issue

Expediting the pace of work on these pro-
jects is crucial to restore public trust and
alleviate the sutlering ol Quetla’s res

dents, Strict monitoring, and accountabil

ity mechanisms shoukl be implemented
to ensure that contractors adhere to time-
hnes and maintain quality standards,
Furthermory, transparent and partivipa-
tory decision-making processes should by
adoptedd to invelve the public in planning
and implementation. This will not only
foster a sense of ownership but also help
identify and address local needs and con

cerns. It 15 imperative o recognize that
Quetta's development s not merely a mat-
ter of infrastruc ture but a reflection of the
government’s commitment (o its ditizens.
By priontizing timely and efti ient project
execution, the authorities can revitalize
the city, improve the gquality of life for its
restdents, and unlock its full potential.
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