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Balochistan govt sets
up first Al cell

Move aims at
improving security
management, data
analysis

© SARDAR HAMEED KHAN
QUETTA

The Balochistan govemn-
ment has established its first
Artificdal Intelligence cell
within the Department of
Homeandnma.lhn‘msmhn

analysis, a move aimed at fur-
ther enhandng the province's
law and order situation.
According to a statement
from the provindal govern-
ment, the establishment of
the Al cell marks a signifi-
cant step towards adopting
modem technology in gov-
emance. The cell will utilise
data from the Balochistan
Integrated Security
Architecture (BISA) to anal-
9002 '

103592+

yse crime patterns, security
threats, and potential risks,
aiding tmely responses to
emerging challenges.

The Al cell's primary ob-
jectives include identifying
crime trends, predicting po-
tential risks in high-threat
areas, and analysing secu-
rity dynamics. The govern-
ment aims to strengthen
security measures before
inddents occur, providing
substantial support in pre-
venting security breaches.

The Balochistan govern-
ment highlighted that the
Al cell would ensure the con-
fidendality of sensitive se-
curity data while promoting
eyidence-based, data-driven
dedsion-making. In a further
statement, the Department of
Home and Tribal Affairs ex-
plained that the Al cell would
produce regular analytical re-
POTTs to assist in policymaking
and operational planmng
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Mitigating
challenges

Quetta aity is facing a challenge that ech-
oes in aties across the developing world, a
surging population straining under the
weight of inadequate busic facilities. Whule
the city’s growth reflects its potential, the
lack of essential services like clean water,
proper sanitation, and reliable power
threatens the well-being of its residents.
This rapid urbanization isn't solely organic.
People are heading towards Quetta for
opporturuties unavailable in rural areas.
But this influx outpaces infrastructure
development. Existing resources are
stretched thin, leading to water shortages,
overflowing sewage systems, and power
outages that disrupt daily life. The conse-
quences are dire: compromised health, a
dedline in living standards, and frustration
amongst residents. This winter people in
Quetta city faced immense difficulties due
to gas shortage. Similarly, electricity load-
shedding and water scardity have already
complicated the situation of people across
the aty. Po is increasing in rural areas
of Balochistan as the agriculture is heading
towands degradation because of electricity

{load-shedding, floods and lack of attention
jon the part of govenment. Similarly, the
| province lacks factories and industry sec-
tor. Thus people have no other option but to
move Quetta to improve life or at least
ensure two time meal for children. The

povernment must ensure to provide hasic
k\dli!ivs and livelihood to masses at their
doorsteps and improve the life standard of
people living in remole areas of the country
to mitigate the ratio of urhanization.
Therefore, the situation demands a multi-
pronged approach. Urban planners must
prioritize  infrastruclure  development.
Investments in waler treatment plants,
sewage systems, and a robust power grid
are cruwial. Longterm solutions might
involve exploring alternative water sources
and renewable energy options. Equally
important is population control. Promoting,
family planning initiatives and educating
communities about responsible parent-
hood can help stabilize population growth.
This, coupled with creating economic
opportunities in rural areas, can create a
more halanced development model. The
onus doesn't fall solely on the government.
Public awareness campaigns are vilal
Residents need to be educated on responsi-
ble waste disposal and water conservation
practices. Additionally, fostering a sense of
community ownership over avic spaces
can encourage residents to participate in
maintaining deanliness and reporting
infrastructure issues. Quetla’s story is not
unique. It's a cautionary tale for other bur-
geoning dties. By proactively addressing
population growth and prioritizing basic
needs, Quetta can transform its growing
pains into a catalyst for a more sustainable
and prosperdus future. The well-being of
its residents and the city’s long:term poten-
tial depend onit.
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