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Governor CM hail
Pakistan’s U—19 Asia
Cup triumph

Staff Report

QUETTA: Governor Balochistan Jaffer Khan Mandokhel
and Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti extended heartfelt
congratulations to the nation and the team following
Pakistan’s decisive victory over India in the Under-19 Asia
Cup final.

Governor Mandokhel praised the players as ambassa-
dors of the nation, attributing the win to strong bowling
that dismantled the Indian batting lincup. He commended
the determination and skill of the young players, coaching
stafT, and the Pakistan Cricket Board. Chief Minister Bu;li
described the victory as brilliant, highlighting the team's
exceptional all-round performance which demonsirated
clear superiority. He stated the success reflects the high
determination, hard work, discipline, and professional
skill of the young shhccnl. forccasting a bright future I‘or
Pakuum cnckct
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Unchec-ked
price hike

Quetlta is currently grappling with a
relentless surge in inflation that has
pushed the cost of living beyond the
reach of the common man. Despite var-
ious official announcements, the mar-
ket situation in the provincial capital
remains chaolic, with essential com-
modities being sold at rates far exceed-
ing the government-mandated price
lists. The primary cause of this eco-
nomic lawlessness appears to be the
total dysfundtionality of the Price
Control Committees. These bodivs,
which are tasked with monitoring the
markets and ensuring fair play, have
largely been absent from the ground.
In their absence, shopkeepers have
seized the opportunity to set prices of
their own making, turning the city into
a playﬁround for profiteers who prior-

itize their own margins over the sur-

 vival of the masses.

- ream -

The disparity in prices across differ-

ent neighborhoods of Quetta is par-

ticularly alarming. Residents report
that the price of chicken and meat var-
ies significantly from one area to
another, with no standardized rate
being followed. Similarly, the prices of
vegetables and other daily staples like
flour and sugar fluctuate at the whim of
the retailers. While the district admin-
istration has occasionally conducted
raids and imposed fines, these actions

are often seen as lemporary fixes rather
than a sustained effort to restore the
writ of the state. Fines are treated as a
mere overhead cost by greedy shop-
keepers, who resume their overcharg-
ing practices the moment the inspec-
tion teams leave the vicinity.

The current situation demands more
than just sporadic administrative activ-
ity; it requires a systemic overhaul of
how markel prices are regulated in
Balochistan.

The government must take serious
steps to revitalize the Price Control
Committees and bind the district
administration to a rngorous, daily
schedule of checks. It is essential that
the official price list is not just printed,
but enforced with an iron hand. To pro-
vide genuine relief to the public, the
authorities must ensure that every
retailer prominently displays the gov-
ernment-fixed rates and that violators
face consequences severe enough to
deter future exploitation.

Without a strong and consistent
check, the people oF Quetta will con-
tinue to suffer under the weight of an
artificial inflation manufactured by a
few for the detriment of many. Keeping
balance in peices is very essential par-
ticularly for mie with low salaried,
otherwise it mes very difficult for
a people pnlicularlg'.lor daily wa
to maintain a lanced  budget.
Hopefully the incumbent government
would pay serious heeds to this issue
and bring stability in price and control
inflation.
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