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kindly find enclosed here with a set of press

clipping  of LocallNational Newspapers  for information  and
Hnecessary actioil.

Pyt&(or Generai)
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The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta
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Balochistan Tin®

@ balochistantimes.pk Q @balochisnntimcs&!

\ National coordination A
needed on provinces,
climate change biggest
challenge: Bugti

Staff Report

: Yy
Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1313 QUETTA Thursday December 18, 2025 / Jumadi nl-’l‘l:latll:t&‘I

QUETTA: Balochistan Chiefl Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
has said that there is a nced to establish national-level coordi-
nation on the issue of the creation of new provinces, emphasiz-
ing that there is a significant difference between forming new
provinces on administrative grounds and on cthnic grounds.

Talking to the media after a session of the Balochistan
Asscmbly, the Chief Minister said that Balochistan would pre-
sent its case more effectively in the upcoming National
Finance Commission (NFC) Award discussions. He added
that support from both federal and international organizations
is essential to deal with the severe impacts of eavironmental
and climate change in the province.

The Chicf Minister stated that Balochistan is currently fac-
ing drought conditions as a result of climate change, while
floods and droughts are occurring simultaneously in different
parts of the province. He said that the provincial government
bas requested assistance from the international community
and the federal government, as the effects of climate change
are more intense in Balochistan than in other regions.

He emphasized that dealing with natural disasters alone is
beyond the financial capacity of the provincial government.
“We caonot address climate-related disasters with a Public
Sector Development Programme (PSDP) of only Rs200 bil-
Jion,” he said. He added that Balochistan is the only province
that has established a dedicated climate fund and that legisla-
tion would be introduced to build trust with international
institutions and attract climate-related financing.

Chief Minister Bugti remarked that cligpate change poses a
bigger challenge to Balochistan than terrorism and that the
provincial government caonot tackle this issuc alone.
Responding to a question, he said that the graph of terrorism in
Balochistan has started to decline and exfiressed hope that it
would further decrease next year.

Commenting on local government elections, the Chief
Minister said that the courts, nol the provincial government,
had halted the Quetta local government elections. He stated
that the local government election process lasts for nearly
¢ight months, leaving elected representatives with a very short
effective tenure, despite heavy expenditures. He said that the
government intends to simplify the clection process and has
requested the Election Commission to revisit the procedure.

He added that not only the government but also the All
Parties Conference had approached the Governor secking the
postponement of elections. He reiterated thal no government
desires the killing of innocent people and that the government
is committed to establishing the writ of the state. He disclosed
that around 700 terrorists had been killed in one year, reflect-
ing the scriousness of the government's efforts.

The ChiefMinister also said that orders had been issued to ensure
the closure of open manholes in the city 1o prevent accidents,
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Promoting
agriculture

Balochistan, enjoys a vast land area, ripe
for agricultural exploitation. However,
despite its immense potential, the prov-
ince’s agricultural sector remains underde-
veloped, primarily due to waler scarcity.
Nevertheless, with the adoption of scien-
tific irrigation systems, the uncultivated
lands of Balochistan can be transformed
into lush green ficlds, ushering in a new
era of prosperity for the province and the
country. The province is home to fertile
lands in almost every district, awaiting
cultivation. Farmers and landowners,
however, require government support to
overcome the challenges of water scarcity.
By implementing modern irrigation meth-
ods, such as drip irrigation and sprinkler

tems, vast areas of land can be brought
under cultivation, increasing agricultural
productivity and revenue. The benefits of
developing Balochistan’s agricultural sec-
tor are multifaceted. It will not only boost
the provincial economy but also contribute
significantly to the national exchequer.
Moreover, it will create employment
opportunities, improve food security, and
enhance the overall quality of life for the
people of Balochistan. Therefore, it is
impenative that both the provincial and
federal governments recognize the poten-
tial of Balochistan's agricultural sector and
develop a comprehensive plan to irrigate
the maximum possible area. By doing so,
they can unlock the province’s true poten-

tlal, transforming, its deserts into fertile
lands and paving the way for a brighter
future. The government needs to invest in
modern irrigation infrastructure, provid-
ing subsidies and support to farmers for
adopting sdientific irrigation methods,
promoting water conservation techniques,
encouraging public-private partnerships
in agriculture and conducting research
and development to identify suitable
crops  for  Balochistan’s  climate.
Regreltably, the farmers and landowners
still use conventional methods for irriga-
tion and for cultivation. Agriculture is the
mainstay of the economy of the province
despite that the successive governments
did not pay due attention for the promo-
tion of agriculture and transforming it
into modern lines. Therefore, in this mod-

ern age still farmers of Balochistan use -

flood irrigation systems, old techniques
and crops which consume more water.
The agriculture sector of the province
needs prompt attention of the government
as more than 70 per cent people in the
province are directly or indirectly linked
with this sector. Through focusing on this
sector and increasing yield production per
acre and utilizing uncultivated lands will
help reduce unemployment and bring
prosperity. The recent announcement of
the government that agricultural tube-
wells would be transformed into solar
would help increase production of various
crops in the province. There are many
areas in the province where electricity is
not available and the ground water is also
sufficient. In such areas solar tube-wells
would be more beneficial.
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