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New local bodies law needed
before Quetta polls: CM Bugti

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: The Balochistan Chicf Minister,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, has once again said that the
upcoming local bodies clections in Quetta dis-
trict should have been postponed, as the govern-
ment is working on introducing a new local bod-
ies law to make the local government stronger
and more cffective.

Speaking to the media after the assembly ses-
sion, he said that the term of the existing local
bodics institutions will cnd in the next ninc
months, and in this situation holding local bodies
clections in Quetta district has no justification.
"Holding elections for the Quetta Metropolitan
Corporation (QMC) will be an unnecessary prac-
tice," Chief Minister Bugti told reporters, adding
that clections in Quetta should be held under the
new local bodics law, which will be finalized
soon as work on it is continuing.

Replying to a question about the creation of a
ncw province, Chief Minister Bugti said that

complete consensus at the national level among
. all stakeholders should be developed before tak-
ing any decision on the issue of new provinces.
He said that new provinces should not be created
on the basis of language or religion; rather, they
should be formed on administrative needs.

Referring to the law and order situation, the
Chief Minister said that the government is fight-
ing terrorism and that during the current year,
700 terrorists were killed in intelligence-based
operations. He said that the reasons for the
increasc in terrorism were the release of terror-
ists from jails in 2018 and the access of termrorists
to American weapons left behind in Afghanistan
after the withdrawal of US forces.

*Terrorism incidents declined during the cur-
rent year, and they will further reduce in 2026 as
the government continues its fight against terror-
ism," he said. While replying to another question
about the water crisis Ce=*= ° E

pask and drought-like situa-

tion in the province, he said
that it was duc to less rain-
fall, which is an impact of
climate change that has
affected the entire world.

“I am not responsible for
it, as it is the result of cli-
mate change,” Bugli said,
adding that Balochistan
does not have enough
resources o cope with the

Quetta

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti chairs a meeting of the
Parliamentary Committee on the PSDP.

situation.
“We are planning to dcal
with environmental

changes, but a Rs 200 bil-

lion public sector develop-
menl programme cannot
mcet a challenge as big as
climate change," Chicf

Minister Bugti said, adding
that the provincial govemn-:

ment will initiate projects to
combat climate change in
consultation with interna-
tional agencies.
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CM chairs Parliamentary
Committee meeting, approves
hydroponics project

Says Balochistan players have made Pakistan proud despite limited resources

Staff Report

QUETTA: A meeting of the
Parliamentary Committee on the
Public Sector Development
Program was held on Tuesday under
the chaimnaoship of Balochistan
Chiefl Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,
The mecting was attended by parha-
mentary leaders of coalition parties,
ponunated committee members,

vincial ministers, and sentor
officials of relevant Jepartments
The commitiee approved an impor-
tant projext 1o establish hydropouies
facalities and promote horticuliure
to develop the agriculture sector of
Baloclustan on modern hines.

It was decided that the project

would initially be launched in ten
districts of the province and later
extended 1o other districts in phases
based on its success. The committee
agreed that modern agricultural sys-
tems such as hydroponics can belp
achieve high production with mini-
mal water usage, making them suil-
able for drought-a(fected
BalochistanThe project aims lo
boost agncultural output, generate
employment opportunitics, and pro-
mote economse  development  for
farmers. Dunng the meeting pro-
gress on IMgalion projects was
reviewed in Jetail, and officals
bnefed the commitice on the status,
pace, and challenges of ongoing
dam projects. Addressing the meet-

ing. Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti said that achieving higher
production with less water is essen-
tial for modern agnculture, and the
promotion of modern technology
remains a top priority of the provin-
cial govenment. He said that the
hydroponics project would open
new economic avenues for farmers
and help move the province towards
agncultural self-sufbciency.
Refernng to Gwadar, the Chif
Minister sand that due to proloaged
drought and lack of munfall for ore
than (wo yvars, senous water short-
ages exist. He clanfied that dams
under comstriction - Gwadar
would be used exclusively for dnnks
ing water purposes. He also directed

suthorities to accelerate work on
dam projects, emphasizing that im--
gation and dam projects are vatal for
Balochistan's  agncultural future.
Provincial Ministers Mir Shoaib
Noshirwani and Neor Mubammad
Damar attended the meeting, while
Mir Sadiq Imrani and Mir Al
Hassan Zehn joined via video link.
Coaliion MPAs Engincer Zamnk
Kban, Haji Ali Madad Jatak, and
Mir Abdul Majeed Badini were also
present Additronal Chiet Sciretary

Development  Zahd  Saleem,
Secretary Irngation Naleh
Muhammad  Nasir.  Secretary

Agriculture Noor Ahmed Parkany,
apd other senior officaals attended te
meeting

— —
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Balochistan's Silent Climate Emergency

Balochistan is facing a quiet crisis. The climate is changing, and the
province is on the front lines. This is not a distant threat. It is happen-
ing now. The evidence is all around us. For years, Balochistan has
been dry. Now, it is becoming a desert. Rain patterns have become
unpredictable. When the rain does come, it often arrives as devastating
floods. Then, long droughts return for many months. Farmers watch
their crops fail. Herders lose their animals. The water crisis is severe.
Underground water levels are dropping fast. Many wells have run dry.
Rivers and seasonal streams are often empty. Coastal areas face a dif-
ferent threat. Rising sea levels are pushing saltwater into freshwater
sources. This makes water undrinkable and kills the land. This envi-
ronmental stress hurts everyone. It destroys livelihoods in farming and
fishing. It forces people to leave their villages for cities. This adds
pressure on urban areas. It also fuels poverty and can create social ten-
sion. The land itself is becoming poorer and less able to support life.
But there is hope. We are not powerless. We can fight back with smart
and sustained action.

Balochistan must become a society that saves every drop of water.
This is our top priority. We need a major campaign to build small
dams and delay action dams in every district. These structures catch
rainwater and let it sink into the ground. They refill our underground
water stores. Modern irrigation methods are essential. Flood irrigation
wastes too much water. Drip and sprinkler systems deliver water
directly to plant roots. The government should help farmers adopt
these technologies. Rainwater harvesting should be promoted in every
home and farm. Balochistan need to rethink what we plant. We should
move away from water-intensive crops like sugarcane and rice.
Instead, we should promote drought-resistant native plants. Dates,
olives, and certain types of figs and vegetables are perfect for
Balochistan's climate. These crops use less water and can improve
farmers' incomes. Balochistan must protect and restore what naturg we
have left. Mangrove forests along the coast are crucial. They protect
the shore from storms and provide nurseries for fish. Planting man-
groves is a powerful defense. Inland, we need large-scale tree planting
drives. Trees hold the soil, create moisture, and cool the air.

Balochistan must prepare for disasters. Early warning systems for
floods and cyclones can save lives. We need to build stronger, safer
infrastructure. Communities should be trained in disaster response.
‘When people know a storm is coming, they can move to safety. This
fight needs everyone. The provincial and federal governments must
lead. They should make climate action a central part of all planning
and budgets. International partners can provide crucial technology and
funding. But real change starts locally. Community leaders, farmers,
fishermen, and youth groups must be involved. Teachers can educate
the next generation. Journalists can spread awareness. Every citizen
can plant a tree or save water at home. Balochistan's climate challenge
is immense. Yet, its people are resilient. By embracing our traditional
wisdom and combining it with modem science, we can adapt. We can
build a future where our communities are safer, our water is secure,
and our Jand can thrive again.
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Dying Balochistan’s
mangroves

Mangroves are considered an impor-
tant part of the coastal environment that
acts as kidneys for the coastal waters,
Mangroves provide conducive atmos-
phere for fishing grounds of various types
of fishes and particularly they offer pro-
tection against constal erosion as well as
protect the coastal arcas from heavy
cyclones. Unfortunately owing to lack of
olther sources over the year mangrove for-
esls have been used domestically as a
sourve of wood for construction; source of
fodder for livestock and a source of fucl
which is amongst the leading causes of
deterioration in mangrove population.
Thelargest mangroveforestinBalochistan
spreading over an area of 2193 sq km. The
area is supplied with fresh water from the
Philarsi and Vindar rivers. The man-
groves localed along the coastal area of
Balochistan are limited but their impor-
tance is very significant. A research study
by the Inlernational Union for
Conservalion of Nature (IUCN) in collab-
oration with Pakistan Space and Upper
Atmosphere  Research  Commission
(SUPARCO) generated the stock map of
Mangroves of Balochistan through satel-
lite derived information, according to
which the total mangroves forest are
405836 hectares along the coast of
Balochistan latest stock taking in Miani
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Hor, Kalmat Hor and Jiwani in 2003,
Various environmental studies shown a
declination in the population of man-
groves along the Balochistan and Sindh
coast hence, restoration research, activi-
ties and awarencss campaigns  about
mangroves are now quile essential and it
is however, encouraging that such octivi-
ties are lwini; religiously carried out to
conserve and re-grow the mangroves
along with multiple awareness actvities
carricd out with the collaboration of
IUCN Pakistan, World Wide Fund (WWF)
Pakistan & National Rural Supporl
Programme (NRSP). The drive started b
Department of Forests and Wildlife
Balochistan to plant 250,000 saplings and
435,000 trees of mangroves with the help
of locals and NGOs is commendable. The
most imported point of this drive is that
the local people have been made stake-
holders as they particularly women are
being paid for planting mangrove plants
and protecting their nurseries. A lack of
forests and grassland areas makes warm
coastal cities particularly vulnerable to
global warming and rising sea levels.
There is a strong need o keep planting
new mangrove forests, but equally impor-
tant is the need to protect the forests that
exist. Hopefully, the Forest and Wildlife
department will make all out efforts to
make this project a productive and suc-
cessful one as it is of greal importance in
connection withenvironment, preventing
sea erosion and providing better atmos-
phere to marine life for better growth.
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