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CM vows to thwart
any attempt to
undermine peace In
province

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chiel Minister of Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
on Saturday praised the security forces for their successiul
operation against Khawarij militants in Panjgur, commending
thesr bravery, professionalism, and timely action,

In a statement, the Chief Minister said the operation
resulted in the elimination of Khawarij terrorists. foiling
their anti-state designs. He described the action as clear
evidence of the forces’ high-level training. discipline, and
unwavering resolve.

Mir Sarfraz Bugt emphasized that the professional
capabilities and sacrifices of the security forces are a
source of pride for the entire nation. He noted that at this
critical stage in the fight against terrorism, the people of
Pakistan stand shoulder to shoulder with their security
forces.

Moreover, in his message on the 18th death anniversary
of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto was
a shining symbol of democracy, constitution and people’s
sovereignty, who gave a new direction to the democratic

struggle in Pakistan by sacrificing her life. The Chiel

Minister said that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto dedicated her
entire political life to the promotion of people’s rights,
supremacy of the constitution and democratic values. Her
[..dgnhp was n_reﬂecuiou of vision, courage and deep

connection with the people, whi
dation for democratic thinking in the country. Mir Sarfaraz
Pugti said that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto showed the way
for women to play an effective and dignified role in
national politics and become the voice of the deprived and
weak classes. He said that the intellectual legacy of
Shaheed Bibi is still alive today in the form of public ser-
vice, tolerance and democratic conduct. The Chief Minister
of Balochistan said that the Pakistan People’s Party is com-
mitted to promoting democratic values, federal harmony
and social justice in the country by carrying forward the
mission, ideology and public politics of Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto. He reiterated the resolve that the journey of public
Iservice and development in the whole of Pakistan, includ-
ing Balochistan, will be continued in the light of Shahced
Bibi’s thoughts. £

Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti expressed profound sor-
row and grief over the demise of former Governor of the State
Bank of Pakistan, Shamshad Akhtar.

In a heartfelt statement, the Chief Minister praised Akhtar
as a capable and honest personality who rendered invaluable
'services for the stability of Pakistan's economy and the
improvement of its financial system. Paying tribute to her
national services, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti described the deceased
as a talented and principled economist who consistently exe-
cuted her responsibilities with a focus on integrity, compe-
tence, and national interest.
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Mounting flour crisis

Quetta and other parts of Balochistan
are currently gripped by a serious flour
crisis that has transcended mere admin-
istrative inability to become a serious
issue. As of late 2025, the staple food
that forms the literal lifeblood of every
household has become a luxury. The
price of a 20-kilogram bag of flour has
surged to an agonizing 2,500 rupees or
more, etfectively pricing out the prov-
ince’s most vulnerable citizens from
their next meal. This is not a sudden
catastrophe but the predictable result of
chronic mismanagement and a recur-
ring cycle of policy failures that have
left the provincial wheat reserves
depleted at the very moment they were
needed most. The Balochistan food
department’s failure to procure suffi-
cient wheat during the harvest season
stands as a primary indictment of its

governance, reflecting a systemic inabil-
ity to plan for the basic dietary needs of
its population. >

The crisis is being compounded by a
deeply contentious inter-provincial fric-
tion that threatens the very spirit of
national cohesion. The Punjab govern-
ment’s imposition of a ban on the move-

ment of wheat and flour across provin- -

cial borders has strangled the supply
chain to Balochistan, a province that
relies heavily on its neighbors to bridge
its significant production-consumption
gap. While official narratives often deny

such blockades, the reality on the

rround marked by trucks stranded at
{:ordors and checkpoints that have
reportedly devolved into hubs for brib-
ery and extortion tells a different story.
This restrictive stance effectively treats

provincial borders as international
frontiers, leaving the people of
Balochistan to bear the brunt of an arti-
ficial shortage.

For a province already grappling with
the highest rates of poverty and malnu-
trition in the country, this flour shortage
is a multiplier of misery. Public outrage
has reached a boiling point, with fami-
lies worry how to buy flour with sky-
rocketing price. When basic survival is
at stake, the absence of concrete meas-
ures from the authorities is not just neg-
ligence; it is a dangerous abdication of
responsibility. The provincial govern-
ment must move beyond hollow prom-
ises and take immediate, sensible steps:
this includes negotiating an end to the
inter-provincial movement ban, crack-
downs on hoarding and border extor-
tion, and the urgent establishment of
affordable, accessible flour points in
every district. Without swift interven-
tion, the current hunger will only
deepen the existing wounds of lawless-
ness and social instability in the prov-
incee. The majority of people of
Balochistan facing poverty and living
without many basic facilities. Shortage
of flour poor families is matter of great
concern as they may live without elec-
tricity and gas but not without flour.
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Building Balochistan on
Facts, Not Fiction

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti's address to 18th Balochistan National
Conference was not just a speech. It is a call to action. It is a call for con-
structive patriotism. He addressed the real challenges facing the provinee.
His message was clear and important. The state, he said, has never
believed in a policy of blind force in Balochistan. This is a crucial distinc-
tion. Calling targeted actions against terrorists a "state operation" is not
right. It is a misleading label. These actions are specific. They are limited.
Their goal is not to oppress people, but to protect them. Their goal is to
fight those who use violence and fear. This difference matters for honest
discussion. Chief Minister Bugti was firm on another point. He said those
who dream of dividing Pakistan will fail. They see the country as a cake
to be cut up. This dream, he assured, will never become reality. "The state
never tires," he stated. Pakistan is strong and invincible. It cannot be
weakened by violence or chaos.

These are powerful words of reassurance. They speak to the resilience
of the nation. Perhaps his most vital message was for the young people.
"The youth are the real capital of Pakistan," he said. This is the heart of
the matter. But he expressed concemn about a growing distance. This dis-
tance is between the state and its young citizens. How was it created?
Chief Minister Bugti points to social media. False narratives are spread
there systematically. These stories create a false picture of reality. Many
young people are led astray. They follow these negative narratives blindly.
The Chief Minister's advice is simple. Stop blind following. Instead,
adopt thinking based on research and truth. This is the core issue. We
must understand the difference between perception and ground reality.
What is being said online often does not match what is true on the
groupd. This gap is dangerous. It breeds misunderstanding. It creates
anger based on lies. Filling this gap with facts is essential. The govern-
ment, he noted, is working on this. Initiatives for higher education and
youth development are being pursued. Education is the key. It empowers
the youth with tools. These tools are critical thinking and research. An
educated mind can question a false story. It can seek out the truth for
itself.

The future of Balochistan, and Pakistan, lies in unity. It lies in rejecting
those who sell division. It lies in embracing those who build. The state's
strength, he reminds us, comes from its people. The path forward is
through engagement, not alienation. It is through truth, not propaganda. It
is through development, not destruction. The failed youth he mentions
have a choice. They can choose the hard work of building. They can use
their energy for research, for progress, for their communities. The state, as
he says, is ready to support that journey. It is tireless in its duty to protect
and to develop. The narrative for Balochistan must change. It must shift
from one of suspicion to one of partnership. From one of falsehoods to
one of facts. The youth have the power to lead this change. They are, after
all, the nation's real capital.
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