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e, ~ Quetta
CM vows to serve Balochistan till last
moment, urges youth engagement
By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Friday reiterated his resolve
that he would continue to work for the better-
ment of Balochistan till the last day, the last hour,
and the last moment, :

Addressing the participants of the 18th
Balochistan National Workshop in Quetta, the
chief minister said that the youth are the bright
future and real asset of Pakistan, adding that it is
the most important need of the hour to inform
them about correct historical facts and the
national narrative.

He clarified that the state has never adopted a
policy of indiscriminate use of force in
Balochistan, saying that describing limited and
targeted actions as "state operations” is against
the facts. He said there is a clear difference
between the perceptions created about
Balochistan and the ground realities, which must
be properly understood.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that systematic false
narratives had been spread through social media
in an attempt to create a distance between the

e —————————

youth and the state. However, he added, the
dreams of weakening Pakistan through violence
and chaos would never be realised.

He warned that young people were being mis-
led through mental manipulation and organised

. recruitment tactics, and stressed the need for

awareness and caution, He said Pakistan is a
strong and invincible state and will remain stable
and permanent, adding that the state has always
defeated the designs of elements who dream of
dividing the country.

The chief minister urged the youth to adopt
positive and truthful thinking and not to blindly
follow any negative narrative without research
and critical analysis. He said he was ready to
answer even the toughest questions of the youth
through dialogue, arguments, and facts, and
remained available to engage with them at edu-
cational institutions, universities, and national
forums.

He said a practical model of effective gover-
nance was being introduced in Balochistan, not-

ing that poor governance Continued on page 7
B S S -— —_—

weakens the state while
good governance guarantees
stability. He said more than
3,200 closed schools had
been reactivated across the
province, while in many
remote areas basic health-
care facilities had been pro-
‘vided for the first time.
 Mir Sarfraz Bugti said the
Benazir Bhutto Scholarship
Programme is the largest
| educational scholarship ini-
| tiative in the history of
| Balochistan, under which
scholarships are also being
awarded to the children of
civilian martyrs, minorities,
and transgender persons.

He added that students of
Balochistan  now  have
opportunities to study scien-
tific subjects at top universi-
ties of the world, noting that
doors to PhD programmes
have been opened in more
than 200 international uni-

versities.
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Youth are Pakistan’s strength, false
narratlves will fail: CM Bugti

QUETTA: Chief Minister
 Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugu
lare the bright future of Paki-
stan and the real asset ofthe
nation, and it is the most im-
portant need of the hour to
inform them about the correct
historical facts and national
narrauve.

He was addressing the partici-
ts of the 18th Balochnstan
K;::.wml Workshop. The Chief
Minister clarified that the state
has never adopted a policy of
indiscriminate use of force in
Balochistan. Describing lim-
ited and laxgcted opcmt:ons as

has said that the youth-

state opcralxons is contrary to
the facts. He said that there is a
sxgmﬁcnnt difference between
the perceptions spread about
Balochistan and the ground
realities, which is essential
to understand. Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti said that an attempt was
made to create a distance be-
tween the youth and the state
by spreading systematic false
narratives through social me-
dia, however, the dreams of
wcakenmg the state through
violence and chaos will never
be realized.
He said that youth are being
misled through mental
tion and systematic recruit-
ment tactics, which requires

caution. The Chief Ministér
said that Pakistan is a slrong
and invincible state and will
always remain stable. The
state’ never tres, elements
who dream of dwldmg Paki-
stan like a cake will always
fail. He urged the youth to
adopt positive and truthful
thinking instead of blindly
following any negaltive narra-
tive without research.
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said thathe
is ready to answer the tough-
est tions of the youth on
the basis of arguments, dia-
logue and facts and is always
available to interact with the
uth at every educational
msutut:on, every university

and every national forum.
The Chief Minister said that
a practical model of effective
governance is being intro-
duced in Balochistan because
poor governance is anli-state
while good governance guar-
antees state stability. He said
that more than 3200 closed
schools have been reactivated
in the province, while basic
medical facilities have been
provided for the first time in
many backward areas after
the establishment of Pakistan.
He said that the Benazir
Bhutto Scholarship Program
is the largest educational
scholarship project in the his-
tory of Balochistan, under

which scholarshl?s are also
ing given to children of ci-
vilian martyrs, minorities and

lmnsgcndcr
The Chief mﬁstcr said that

every student of Balochistan
can study in scientific sub-
jects from the to

universities
of the world the doors of
PhD opportunities have been

in more than two hun-
dred international universi-
ties.
Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti reiterated
his resolve that he will con-
tinue to work for the better-
ment of Balochistan until the
last day, the last hour and the
last moment.

s
[ '
=

CM Bugti pays
tribute to Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto

Staff Report

QUETTA: In his message on the 18th death anniversary of
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, Chicf Minister Balochistan Mir
Sufuaz Bugti said that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto was a shin-
ing symbol of d racy, constitution and people’s sover-
elgnty, who gm anew direction to the dcmocmu: struggle in
Pakistan by sacrificing her life. The Chief Minister said that
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto dedicated her entire political life to
the promotion of people’s rights, supremacy of the constitution
and democratic values. Her leadership was a reflection of
vision, courage and deep connection with the people, which
provided a strong foundation for democratic thinking in the
cpuntry. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
showed the way for women to play an effective and dignified
role in national politics and become the voice of the deprived
and weak classes. He said that the intellectual legacy of
Shaheed Bibi is still alive today in the form of public service,
tolerance and democratic conduct. The Chief Minister of
Balochistan said that the Pakistan Peoples Party is committed
to promoting democratic values, federal harmony and social
justice in the country by carrying forward the mission, ideol-
ogy and public politics of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto. He reiter-
ated the resolve that the journey of public service and develop-
ment in the whole of Pakistan, including Balochistan, will be
continued in the light of Shaheed Bibi's thoughts.

.
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MOQ pnllx postponed untill . . when?

T peop ‘("u“ have been told vaatn o wart Their local
Fovernment elections, set for t yunday. are now on hold, The o
came from the Blection Commission of Pakistan. But it came on the
directrons of the country s Federal Constitutional Court. This i€ con
fusing for ordinary citizens. Why does this keep happening”’ The story
18 technical but important. A three-judge bench of the Constitutional

Coun, led by Chief Jugtice Aminuddin Khan, heard a case. The peti-
tioner, through lawyer Kamran Murtaza, argued a simple point. The
election maps, or constituency delimitation, for Quetta are old. They
are based on a population count from 2017. But a new national census
was completed in 2023, The lawyer argued that using old maps for a
new election is not right. It ignores population changes over the last
eight years.

The court agreed this needs a proper look. It issued a stay order,
pausing the election. It also asked for responses from other parties.
The Election Commission then followed the court's order. It issued a
formal notification to suspend the polls "until further notice." This is
not just a legal debate. Local governments are the most basic level of
democracy. They manage the things that touch people's lives every sin-
gle day. They are responsible for water supply, local roads, garbage
collection, parks, and street lights. For a bustling metropolitan city like
Quetta, the capital of Balochistan, these services are vital. Without a
properly elected local body, who do citizens hold accountable for bro-
ken streets or dirty water? Endless delays create a void. They mean
continued administration by unelected officials. This often leads to
frustration, poor services, and a feeling that democracy is not working
for the common person. This latest pause is part of a troubling pattern.
Elections in Pakistan, especially local ones, are often postponed. The
reasons given are often valid on paper-legal issues, security concerns,
or administrative problems. But for the public, the result is the same:
no vote. Each delay chips away at public trust. People start to believe
that those in power are not eager to share it. They see a system that is
quick to stop an election but slow to solve the problems that cause the
sLop.

The court's concern about using an outdated census is fair. Elections
should be based on the most current data. This ensures every citizen's
vote carries equal weight. Justice demands that. But justice also
demands urgency. The people of Quetta have a right to their local rep-
resentatives. The "until further notice" part of the notification is the
most worrying. It sounds like an open-ended delay. All institutions
now have a duty. The court should hear this case as quickly as possi-
ble. The Election Commission must be ready (o act the moment a deci-
sion is made. Political parties should respect the process, not exploit
the delay for advantage. Democracy is not just about big national elee-
tions. It is built from the ground up. The streets of Quetta need a gov-
ernment that the people of Quetta choose. Legal and technical process-
es must be respected. But they must also be sped up. A city cannot be
put on hold. The citizens of Quetta deserve a clear timeline. They
deserve to know when they will finally get to choose who fixes their
roads and provides their water. This suspension should be a short
pause for a better election, not another entry in a long history of wait-



Provision of gas

Following load shedding of electric-
ity in summer now load-management
ol gas in winter has become the norm.
With the advent of winter the difficul-
ties of people multiply as without gas
it is hard to manage and fulfil the
domestic requirements. Unfortunately,
this time too, as the weather changes,
the demand for gas has started
increasing and its shortfall is expected
to reach the highest level.

Residents of Quetta are protesting
and blocking roads to record their
protest against Sui Southern Gas
Company (SSGC) while due to short-
age of gas and its increasing demand
it is also a big challenge for SSGC to
meet the demands of people.
According to a report, the consump-
tion of natural gas in the domestic sec-
tor increased as compared to last year.
Due to the decrease in its production
and exploration, the gas crisis is get-
ting serious.

Limited domestic reserves are rap-
idly depleting every year. Officials say
after ten years local gas reserves will
be exhausted, it would be blessing if
SSGC could provide gas during cook-
ing hours.

According to the gas load manage-
ment plan sent to the Petroleum
Division, domestic consumers will get
gas for 3 hours in the morning, 2 hours

in the afternoon and 3 hours in the
evening, while the industry and com-
mercial sector will have difficulty in
gas supply.

The side effect is that on the one
hand gas is not available, on the other
hand the Sui gas companies have
increased their prices.

According to the Pakistan Energy
Book, among the reasons for the short-
age of gas in Pakistan is the continu-

-ous decrease in its domestic produc-

tion and the increase in the price of
gas in the world market. It is not pos-
sible for Pakistan to buy expensive gas
and sell it at lower prices.

The revolving debt of the gas sector
may increase further. As far as
Balochistan is concerned, regular sup-
ply of gas is required where the tem-
perature drops to minus 8 to ten
degree centigrade and the gas cylin-
der will not be viable to meet such
huge demand.

The government had announced
plans to provide cylinders in the gas
shortage areas in winter but it is most
costly, the burden of inflation has been
put on the poor consumers.

Pakistan has vast reserves of natural
gas. The government should focus on
increasing local natural gas produc-
tion. As far as Balochistan is con-
cerned, the authorities concerned
must show generosity towards which
provided cheap gas to people of
Pakistan and industries for decades.
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