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CM, Governor EXPress Sorrow
on death of Bismillah Khan

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Monday expressed deep sorrow
over the death of Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Balochistan senior
leader and former provincial minis-
ter Bismillah Khan Kakar.

In his condolence message, the
Chief Minister Balochistan said
that the late Bismillah Khan Kakar
was a calm. tolerant and principled
politician, who played a prominent
role in the politics and public ser-
vice of Balochistan, his palitical
and social services would always

be remembered.

He said that Bismillah Khan
Kakar struggled for democratic
values, public interests and solu-
tions to the problems of the prov-
ince throughout his political life,
His death is a great loss for
Balochistan.

While praying for the elevation
of the deceased’s ranks, forgive-
ness and patience for the bereaved
family, Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that
he shared the grief of the bereaved
family 1 this hour of griet,

The Chief Minister Balochistan
prayed to Allah Almighty to grant
the deccased a high place in

Paradise and to give the family the
strength to bear this loss.

Moreover, Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhel expressed deep grief
over the death of Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) central leader and for-
mer provincial minister Bismillah
Khan Kakar.

In his condolence statement, he
said that the late Bismillah Khan
Kakar had valuable political and
socinl services that would be
remembered for a long time.

Governor Mandokhel expressed
his sympathy and solidarity' with
the bereaved family and prayed for

the highest ranks of the deceased.

Member Provincial Assembly
(MPA) Haji Ali Madad Jatak, in his
condolence  statement, Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) Central
Leader Haji Ali Madad Jatak said
that the political and party services
of the late Bismillah Khan Kakar
would always be remembered in
golden letters in the province.

He said that the deceased was a
sincere, ideological and loyal polit-
ical worker. who dedicated his
entire life to the ideology and pub-
lic service of the Pakistan People's
Party and remained associated with
the party until his last breath.
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| Let Her Rlde

The sight of Pink Scooties and the promise of women only Pink
Buses in Quetta is a breath of fresh air. Under Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the Balochistan government has taken a vital step. It
recognizes a simple truth: a society cannot move forward if half its
population struggles to move at all. For too long, the daily commute
for women has been a challenge. Waiting for crowded transport,
negotiating fares with auto-rickshaws, and facing discomfort are
common hurdles. These barriers don't just waste time. They limit
education, job opportunities, and access to healthcare. They shrink a
woman's world. The new Pink Scooties and planned bus services are
a commendable start. They provide safety and dignity. They are a
signal that women's mobility matters. This is the foundation of
something powerful. But we must think bigger. To truly unlock
potential, we should encourage an even more personal tool of free-
dom: the bicycle. Imagine a Quetta where women and girls can ride
bicycles to college, to work, or to the market. The benefits are pro-
found.

First, it is independence. A bicycle does not run on a bus schedule
or depend on a driver. It goes where and when the rider decides. This
control over one's own movement is a powerful form of autonomy.
Bicycles bypass traffic jams. They need no fuel. They make short
trips across the city quick and direct. No more waiting at bus stops.
The time saved can be spent on studies, family, or rest. Regular
cycling builds M@ngth and improves mental well-being. It
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' 18 a simple way (o stay active in a busy day. Some will worry about
safety and tradition. These concerns are valid. But they are not road-
blocks. They are design challenges. The government can build on its
current initiative. How? Create dedicated, safe cycling lanes on key
routes, especially near universities and hospitals. Start public aware-
ness campaigns celebrating women cyclists. Offer subsidized bicy-
cles or easy installment plans for students and working women.
Partner with schools and colleges to promote cycling as a smart
choice. The police can ensure safe passages. Communities and reli-
gious leaders can voice support for this healthy, modest, and eco-
nomical mode of transport. The goal is to make cycling a normal,
accepted, and safe choice.

The provincial government has shown courage with the Pink
Scooties scheme. This momentum can grow. By adding a focus on
promoting bicycles, we do more than provide transport. We provide
empowerment. A bicycle is more than a vehicle. It is a vehicle for
change. It is affordable, healthy, and utterly liberating. When a
woman can move freely, her talents can flourish. Her economy
improves. Her family benefits. The whole society rises. Let Quetta's
journey towards inclusive mobility have not just pink buses, but also
a sea of bicycles. Let us pedal towards a future where every woman
and girl can travel with ease, confidence, and the wind in her hair.
Let's build a Balochistan where progress is measured by the freedom
of all its people to move.
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Tapping renewable
energy

Balochistan is confronting with a severe
power crisis that has crippled its econ-
omy, particularly the agriculture sector,
which is the backbone of the province's
economic growth. The power shortage
has far-reaching consequences, including
food insecurity, unemployment, and stag-
nation. However, Balochistan is blessed
with an abundance of renewable energy
resdurces, including solar and wind
power, which can be leveraged to address
the power crisis and revitalize the econ-
omy. Theagriculture sector in Balochistan
has been severely impacted by the power
shortage, resulting in reduced crop yields,
decreased productivity, and economic
losses for farmers. The sector’s decline has
a ripple effect on the entire economy, as
agriculture is the primary source of
income for a significant portion of the
population. The power crisis has also led
to water scarcity, as farmers rely heavily
on electric pumps for irrigation. World
Bank study has suggested Balochistan
should harness its vast potential of varia-
ble renewable energy (VRE) to create a
surplus of electricity that can be exported
to other provinces or internationally,
reducing its reliance on power imports.
The Balochistan Renewable Energy
Development Study notes that the exist-
ing import connection lines can be used
to stabilise the grid, exchange electricity
with other countries at a compelitive
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price, and optimise the annual supply
mix. Fortunately, Balochistan has
immense potential for renewable energy
production. The province receives an
average of 3,000 hours of sunshine per
year, making it an ideal location for solar
power Fenemtion. Similarly, the coastal
areas of Balochistan have strong winds,
making wind power a viable option.
Investing in renewable energy can help
address the power crisis, reduce reliance
on fossil fuels, and decrease greenhouse
gas emissions, Moreover, renewable
energy can generate revenue for the prov-
ince through power exports to other
provinces. The National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) has
already approved several renewable
energy projects in Balochistan, including
solar and wind power plants. However,
more needs to be done to tap into the
province’s vast renewable energy poten-
tial. The government must prioritize
investments in renewable energy infra-
structure, including transmission lines,
distribution networks, and storage facili-
ties. Additionally, policies and incentives
should be put in place to encourage pri-
vate sector investment in renewable
energy projects. In conclusion, the power
crisis in Balochistan is a pressing issue
that requires immediate attention.
Harnessing renewable energy can help
address the crisis, revitalize the agricul-
ture sector, and stimulate economic
growth. We hope the government will
take concrete steps to invest in renewable
energy and unlock Balochistan’s wvast
potential for sustainable development.
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