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Governor, CM
Balochlstan praise
Sultan Golden for

breaking two
world records

Staflf Report

QUETTA: Govemor of Balochistan Sheikh Jaffar
Khan Mandokhel and Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
praised Sultan Muhammad Golden for bringing interna-
tional recognition to the country by breaking two world
records. They expressed these views during the closing
ceremony of Sultan Golden’s stunt in Quetta.
Govemor Mandokhel congratulated Sultan Golden, say
: the record is an honor not only for Quetta and Bnlo-
chustan but for the entire country.
- He added that among the many successful events today,
this one stands out as a matter of great pride. Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti stated that Sultan Golden has made
. Pakistan famous wexrldwide and is inspiring youth to en-
' gage in sports. He announced a grant of Rs. 50 million for
Sultan Golden to support his future endeavors.
During the ceremony, the Governor and Chief Minister
presented certificates and trophies to Sultan Golden. A
cake-cutting ceremony, along with music and fireworks,
rrmrked the celebrations. A large number of attendees ex-
: their happiness and support for the record-break-
ing acl'uevements
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Improving
healthcare

Health sector is one of the sectors of
Balochsitan which needs prompt atten-
tion of the government. The health indi-
cators in the province, like infant and
mother mortality, are poorer than any
other province. Malaria, Typhoid,
Hepatitis, gastrointestinal and respira-
tory disorders are common in the prov-
ince. Though the health sector in
Balochistan remained the focus of wel-
fare programs launched by every gov-
ernment in the past, the shortage, misuse
of public funds and irregularities in this
sector caused no relief to the people in the
most backward province. Most of the
doctors serving in the Government hos-
pitals have their private clinics as part
time jobs.

The business of establishing private
hospitals has become highly profitable
where the patients are treated as custom-
ers. There are many doctors who have
opened their private hospitals where the
patients are treated well after charging
them heavy fees. The private hospitals,
clinics and laboratories have witnessed

mushroom growth in the provincial capi-

tal over a short period of a decade.
Similarly more than 100 laboratories in
Quetta are engaged in flourishing their
business. Most of these laboratories lack
the professional staff and essential diag-
nostic instrumentation. The government

hospitals remain as the only option for
the poor segment of society, who are
compelled to face the arrogant behavior
of the hospital staff, as they cannot afford
the high expenses of private treatment
and costly medication. There have been
wide complaints about the shortage of
medicines at the government hospitals
and the poor patients have to purchase
the costly medicines from the market.
Medicine store provide the medicines of
low standard companies. The purchased
medicines are not timely disposed of and
some time the medicines are about tc
expire.

A health insurance scheme for the peo-

le in different parts of the province
should be launched in order to provide
the people free healthcare facilities. The
wider coverage of poor sections of society
under the health insurance scheme wil
be a great step towards making the coun-
try a welfare state. Under the scheme,
people living below the poverty line
should be able to get the best possible
treatment at the government’s expense.
Under the programme, the treatment of
cancer, heart disease accidents, burns
and other chronic disorders should be
insured under the priority diseases cate-
gory. Government must make no com-
promise on the health sector and equip
all government run hospitals with mod-
ern machinery and technologies. The
doctors and other paramedical staff must
be imparted training to deal with patients
and they should be made punctual and
dedicated to their job and duty.
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$1.25 Billion for the Reko Dig Giant

The US. Export-Import Bank has just made a major decision. It approved
$1.25 billion in financial assistance for Pakistan. This isn't for general budget
support. It's targeted investment in one specific, towering project: the Reko Dig
copper and gold mine in Balochistan. This is a big deal. It signals a new phase
for a project often called a Sleeping Giant. For decades, Reko Diq's vast potential
lay dormant. Legal battles and financial hurdles kept it still. That changed in
2022 with a new agreement. Canadian mining giant Barrick Gold now leads the
venture, with Pakistan's federal and Balochistan governments as partners. The
U.S. Exim Bank's move is a powerful vote of confidence. It will provide nearly
$2 billion worth of advanced American mining equipment and services in the
coming years. This will help turn the site from a prospect into a fully operational
mine. This isn't just charity. It's strategic economic diplomacy. As Chargé
d'Affaires Natalie Baker stated, this aligns with a U.S. strategy of deepening eco-
nomic partnerships. The benefits for America are clear. The project will support
an estimated 6,000 jobs in the U.S., likely in manufacturing, engineering, and
technology services. It helps U.S. exporters compete in a global market. There's
also a broader context. The world is racing to secure critical minerals. While cop-
per isn't a "rare earth," it is absolutely essential. It's the lifeblood of the green
energy transition-used in electric vehicles, solar panels, and wind turbines.-

The U.S., like many nations, wants diversified sources. Investing in Reko Dig
helps develop a new, friendly supplier outside of dominant channels. For
Pakistan, the stakes are enormous. Officials have long spoken of the nation's min-
eral wealth. Reko Dig is the chance to prove it. The direct impact is huge. About
7,500 jobs will be created in Balochistan, Pakistan's poorest but most resource-
rich*province. This investment can be a catalyst for local economic development,
skills training, and growth. The financial upside is staggering. Barrick Gold's
CEO has said the mine could generate $74 billion over its life. The Pakistani
state, through its 50% combined share, will get a major revenue stream. This
could fund development across the country. We must be clear-eyed. Past prob-
lems offer lessons. Security in Balochistan remains a concern. Militant attacks on
infrastructure have scared investors before. Sustained stability is non-negotiable
for long-term success. The location is remote. The mine is far from ports and
cities. Transporting ore and equipment is a huge logistical challenge. Plans to
upgrade the railway line from Karachi are a critical piece of this puzzle. There is
also the vital issue of trust and local benefit. Balochistan has historically felt its
resources were extracted without fair local gain. This project must be different.
Jobs, community investment, and environmental care must be priorities. It must
be a model, as Baker said, not just a mine.

The U.S. is not the only outside player here. Saudi Arabia is also keen, looking
Lo buy a share of the Pakistani government's stake. China, while not in Reko Diq,
mines nearby at Sandik and is the world's largest copper consumer. This interna-
tional interest underscores Reko Diq's global importance. For Pakistan, it's an
opportunity to build strategic economic relationships with multiple powers, not
just one. The goal is production by 2028. The first phase is a $5.5 billion endeav-
or. It aims to produce huge amounts of copper and gold annually. The scale is
almost hard to grasp. The U.S. Exim Bank's commitment is a crucial fuel injee-.
tion for this journey. It provides high-quality technology and ties Pakistan's most
important economic project closer to American industry. Think of it this way:
The "Sleeping Giant" is finally waking up. The U.S. is helping to give it the best
tools 10 get to work. In return, America gets jobs for its workers and a new
source for critical metals. Pakistan gets thousands of jobs, massive revenue, and u
chance to transform its economy. The path ahead is not simple. 1t will require
transparency, security, and a steadfast commitment to the people of Balochistan.
But this decision marks a turning point. It's a bet on Pakistan's potential, a move

in a global strategic game, and a real opportunity for change. If man_aged W.llh ‘
wisdom and equity, Reko Dig can be more than a mine. It can be a foundation for

|a more prosperous future.
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