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FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH

- Balochistan
Express

—ee GOVt pursuing two-pronged
security strategy: CM Bugti

By Our Reporter

|
|

QUETTA:_The Balochistan

' Chief Minister, Mir Sarfraz -

Bugt has said that the provin-
cial government is pursuing a
clear and comprehensive two-
pronged strategy: while intelli-

gence-based operations contin-

ue without interruption against
those who have taken up arms
against the State, the govemn-
ment simultaneously wel-
comes all individuals who
renounce violence and choose
to return to the national fold.
The Chief Minister stated
that in Sui, Dera Bugti, Wadera
Noor Ali Chakarani along with
more than one hundred associ-

ates has laid down arms and
formally accepted . the
Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan. "I con-
gratulate Wadera Noor Ali
Chakarani and all the young
men who have chosen peace
over violence and raised the
national flag once again. Their
decision reflects courage, wis-
dom and a sincere desire to
move towards stability and
development,” he said.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti added that
this development is a strong
and clear message to all mis-
guided elements that the State

of )
Pakistan has not closed

the doors of dialogue.
“Those who choose the path
of peace will be embraced,
but anyone who mistakes
our goodwill for weakness

will be pursued relentlessly, |
for as long as it takes," he |

emphasized.
The Chief Minister reiter-
ated  the  government's

resolve to restore lasting

peace in Balochistan and |
assured that individuals who |/

surrender and reintegrate
will be supported in rebuild-
ing their lives, while the wiit

of the State will continue 10
be upheld with fulk force

agaiost all militant elements,

Quetta

B i cimciones

|
|
|
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Polluted air

Once tamous tor its simple beauty,
pleasant weather, and crisp air, Queltta
s today a shadow ot ats tormer sell.
The ity once delined by its fruit
orchards and clear horizons, 18 now
trequently blanketed by a thick, sufto-
cating layer of smoke and dust. The
deterioration of Quetta’s air quality is
no longer just an environmental con-
corng it has escalated into a public
health  emergency  that  demands
immediate and strategic intervention.

The primary drivers of this degra-
Jdation are visible to anyone who steps
onto the aity’s streets. The  fast-
increasing population has placed an
unbearable strain on the city’s infra-
structure, but it is the chaotic man-
agement of tratlic that serves as the
main culprit. The roads are choked
with vehicles, but specifically, the
proliferation of undocumented auto-
rickshaws has wreaked havoc on the
environment.  Thousands of  these
vehicles operate without regulation,
emitting thick plumes of carbon and
particulate matter that settle over the
valley like a shroud. Because Quetta
i bowlshaped, these pollutants are
trapped, creating a hazardous cham-
ber of smoy that reduces visibility
and makes the simple act of breathing
dangerous.

Compounding the vehicular emis-
ston crisis s the ruthless and constant

chopping of trees. Urban sprawl has
devoured the green belts that once
acted as the city’s lungs. Without trees
to Hilter the air and anchor the soil,
dust becomes a permanent fixture in
the atmosphere. The combination of
vehicular smoke and dry dust has
turned the sky of Quetta a permanent
shade of grey.

The human cost of this negligence is
staggering, Chest diseases, asthma,
and other respiratory ailments are
becoming alarmingly common among
the residents. The hospitals are seeing
a surge in patients whose only “crime”
is breathing the air of their hometown.
Children and the elderly are particu-
larly vulnerable, their health deterio-
rating, under the weight of pollutants
they cannot escape. It is imperative
that the government moves beyond
temporary fixes and lip service. Quetta
requires a comprehensive, actionable
strategy to combat air pollution. This
must start with a crackdown on
undocumented and non-compliant
vehicles, pnrtuularly rickshaws that
fail emission standards.
Simultancously, a mass afforestation
drive is needed to restore the city’s
green cover,

The government must focus its ener-
gies on controlling this crisis before
Quetta becomes uninhabitable. The
haze coverm§ the city is a warning
signal if we do not clear the air now,
we risk choking the life out of this his-

toric valley.
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