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CM Bugti chairs cabinet meeting

Staff Report

QL’ETTA:Mmcn:i:meingo[
the provincial cabinet chaired by
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti was beld bere on
Fridsy at the Chief Mimster
Secretariat in which impartant deci-
sions related 1o climate change,
urban travel facilities, financal
seforms, establishment of Bank of
Balochistan, umprovement of admin-
istrative structure. education, envi-
ronment and public welfare were
spproved. At the beginning of the
mecting, congratulating Chief of
Defense Forces Field  Marshal
General Asimi Munir on assusung
the responsibilities of “CDF”, Chicf
Migister Balochistan Mur Sarferaz
pugti =d that General Asm
Munu's wise Jeadership and defense
srategy dunng the Indian aggres-
sion significantly increased
pakistan’s prestge at the global level,
while the Pakustan forces were able
1o deal with all kinds of challenges.

The mecting approved more roules
of the Green Bus Service and addi-
tional buses for urban travel facili-
ties, while the Chief Minister said
that for the first time in the history of
Balochistan. a *Pink Bus Service” is
being launched for women, which is
an important practical step towards
safe and dignified travel for women.
Terming climate change as a major
challenge, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti sad
that the first climate fund has beea
estahlished in the province, under
which eco-friendly policies and eli-
mate resilience-based projects will
be strengthened. The cabinet agreed
1o impose a phased ban on nckshaws
and motorbikes 1o reduce environ-
mental pollution and to introduce
electric bikes and electne nckshaws
in the province. As a major develop-
ment in the financial sector, the pro-
vincial cabinet gave n-pnnciple
spproval for the establishment of the
“Bank of Bakxchistan®, regarding
which the Chicf Minister directed
that this bank be operanonalized by

= -

focusing climate change challenge

next year and its management board
be establishad on the basis of com-
plete transparency and 100 percent
menit. He clady stated that The
meeting also approved the appoint-
ment of the Chairperson of the
Balochistan Enviroamental
Protection Tribunal, the Birth and
Death Registration Model Bye-Laws
2022 and the Special Marmage Act
for the minonty “Bahai™ commu-
pity. In order to make legal facilita-
tion in the province effective, the
cabinet decided to delegate the pow-
ers of Justice of the Peace to Divisoa
Commissioners, Deputy
Commissioners, Additional Deputy
Commissioners  and  Assistant
Commissioners. The cabinet was
informed that the Justice of the Peace
will be able to direct the police to
register FIRs in sensitive matters,
will promptly redress complaints of
harassment and will act as an active
forum to reduce delays arising from
legal complications. Tsking an
important decision in the aducation

e ey =y e T -

sector, the cabinet declared the cost
of additional rooms and facilities
constructed by Parent Teachers
Committees in 3.000 single-room
schools tax-exempt and set a target of
90 percent of the province's single
room schools will be expanded o
two rooms. In the development and
economic sectors, the cabinet also
approved the establishment of a pro-
ject management unit in the Planning |
and Development Department, the
Balochistan  Livelthood  Support
Project, amendments to the Tax on
Land and Agnculure [ocome Rules
2025 and the Balochistan Levies
Force  Service  Rules 2023
Addressing  the mweting, Chief
Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti said that the provineial cabinet
1s comumitted to developing the prove
ince’s financial structure va modern
lwnes, improving wban facilities with
transparency and speed, and taking
decisions whose effects will be
cleardy visible in the coming years, if
not today.
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Action against
poppy cultivation

Chief Secretary Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan, has said that poppy culti-
vation is a serious crime that can create
significant international challenges for
Pakistan. He emphasized that more
comprehensive measures are required
to curb this menace. He stated that the
provincial government is taking con-
crete steps to eliminate poppy cultiva-
tion in the province. Over 3,700 acres of
poppy crops have . already been
destroyed significantly more than last
year. The provincial government has
completely banned the transportation,

urchase, and sale of poppy seeds
across the province. With Afghanistan’s

ban on opium cultivation, poppy grow-
and drug traffickers are seeking

ers s
new, more permissive ground.
Balochistan, with its long and porous

border, isa vulnerable and logical target
for this insidious migration. The
unchecked spread of poppy crops is not
merely an agricultural issue; it is a
direct assault on the province’s ﬁ:ture,
threatening to “poison our youth” and
dismantle communities already grap-
pling with backwardness and a lack of

tunities. The consequences of
inaction are dire and multifaceted. The
influx of cheap, locally-sourced drugs
will inevitably lead to a surge in _add;c-
tion. The number of drug ad'dtcts in
Balochistan is already on the rise. This

menace is particularly dangerous for the

province’s unemployed youth, who are

more susceptible to falling prey to addic-

tion in the absence of viable economic

alternatives. A drug crisis would exacer-

bate existing social problems, place an

unbearable strain on the healthcare sys-

tem, and further destabilize an already

volatile region. It would fuel criminal

networks and create a vicious cycle of

poverty and despair. Addressing this

issue requires more than just reactive

measures. While poppy crop eradication

is essential, it must be part of a broader,

more sustainable strategy. The govern-
ment and concerned authorities must
work on multiple fronts. First, border
security needs to be significantly
enhanced to prevent the flow of traffick-
ers and their illicit trade. Second, there
must be a concerted effort to provide
farmers with genuine and profitable
alternative crops and livelihoods, ensur-
ing they are not forced to tumn to poppy
cultivation out of desperation. Third,
and most critically, comprehensive
awareness campaigns and rehabilitation
programs must be launched to protect
and support the youth, offering them
hope and a path away from addiction.
The religious scholars’ role is also very
essential in curbing this evil crop and its
business which destroys humanity. The
rising poppy cultivation is a clear and
present danger, and it is imperative that
all stakeholders from federal and pro-
vincial governments to law enforcement
and civil society unite to confront this
threat before it is too late.
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