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clipping of Local/National Newspapers for information and

necessary action.

for (Dgrector General)

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.
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Pink Bus Service
reflects PPP vision,
opens new doors for

women: Bugti
Safl Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Clisef Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli bas
waid that the lsunch of the first pank bus service in Guetia is o
practical implementstion of the visin of Chaitman Vakistan
Peoples Party 1ilswal Bluitto Zardan, which s expressed on the
diy e took asth as Chief Minister. [0 o proud meoment for us that
after Pink Scoies, s pink bus service bs baing fsunched ey,
which ts & rrvobkstionary step wwards proading dignified, safe o1
quality trwvel focilties for women in the provinee He expresnd
these views while sddressing the irsugurston cerermory o the
lsunch of the pink bus service and the exparsion grupct of the
green bus services here on Wedneedsy,

The caremomy was sttended by provineial ministens, rembers of
the assemrbly, jrurnalists, ervil weiety women, end beaders of (he

* Pakistan Peoples Varty, inchading relevord mitbenities Addresing

the inavguration ceremony, Chief Minister Mir Sarfaras Bugll
said that e government of Bakchistan bs commated w proiding
roerdern and quality trarsport (acilities (o the pregls of O prorse
inex. Under this obiective, the seope of the green bus servies s
Vring extended 10 Pishin, Mastung srd Turbat, whids Quetia Grest
progress Is sl being mads on the Yarish Peopha's Train projpd,
which will prove 1o be a great comveniences fun the et zere. [ add)-
tion, we will introduce electric buses in Babochistan w thst along
with public facilities, the challenges of envis tal petlution
can also be sddressed

He said that “emponerment of women Is (he basis of vicial devel-
opment” Women Deputy Commmissioners serving in different
districts of Bakehistan have proven through ther performance
(hat women sre no Jess than men in sdministrative matlers in sy
ie\d, The povernment is taking practical slegs o paovide vew
opportunities o women in every field, The launch of the Fink us
vervice, wcholarshps for worren and other development progiams
sre links in this chain Chief Minister Mis Sarfaraz Bugh) sasd that
a1l these steps aro 8 clear messspe W (e elernents who st make
ing Baloch wornen wear suicide yackets irotead of education ord
develogment and are miskeading them sed pushing them traards
negative unking sed futibs war.

They shonld understand that the Balochistan gorrernment vs opens
Ing the doons of the best unrversities in e world fon their dsgh-
ters. The Baloch prophe harve never benefited from this pointh
war aod will neoA benefit if today Otherwise, (his reality will cms
ot in fromt of the entire nstion in the coming yesrs. s sad 1eso-
utety thit the state will definitely wacceed in this war and develop-
e, prace ard u bright future will bs the destinry of Babihistsn

A the cerermenty, Bakoehistan Chief Minister Mir Satfaraz Doghi |

also insugurated tha lsunch of the Vink Bus Service and he

ezpansion of the Green Bus bervice

1447
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ECP rejects CM Bugti’s plea';

ity

Ralochistan Time ﬂuc ,’f

’
L. s . PR

11 DEC 2075

for delaying of local govt

polls in Quetta

Elections to be held on Dec 2%

Staff report

ISLAMABAD. The Flectwn
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
rejected on Wednesday
Dalochistan  Chief  Minister
Sarfraz Bugt's petition secking
the postponement of local gov-
emment clections in Quetta that
were scheduled 10 be held on
December 24

Bugti had filed the petition on
Monday, and informed wources
told Dawn that he ated the pre-
canous law and order uruation in
the provincial capital and the sus-
pension of infernet serv ices as rea-
sons for postponing the Quetta
Metropolitan Corporation (QMC)
clections In ifs wnitten order (oday,
the ECP md the plea was being
rejected for “beng devoud of
force™ and that the electoral body
had decided to hold kocal govern-
ment clections in Quetta on the
already scheduled date of Des 28,

However, in the majority deci-
sion, onc of the six members of
tbe commission that considered
the plea was in favour of the post-
ponement of local government

elections In ys order. the ILP
directed (he Balockustan gorvern-
el (o assist the commissun sod
*all other functrmarnies who bave
been  entrusted  responsdalis

engies s  completed  sfier
dnerving ol begal prorwsns 12
pdituatem of probeminary b A
comstdvencies for wvsing pe-
prrals dpotyms on prel ommary

for \he eomduct of Yreal griem-
ment elections in Didnet Quatta
in every possible manner”,

It also instructed that *fod-
proof securny arrangements” be
made for the safety and securny
of yolers, comesting candidates,
the general public and polling
otafl. 8s well as v ensure the
mmooth conduct of polls in
Quetta. ECP. in fts order, noted
that the chief minister bad filed
en zppeal on Dec & seelung the
postponement of elections, sat-
ing that clecuons should be
reschedukd 10 a ume when

“when weather, security, sdmin-
istrative preparedness, constaiu-
ency demarcation & voter rolls
accuracy are ensured ™

The commission ook up the
matter on Dec 9 for a review, o
sud Addressing “uregularities”
regarding condituency demarcs-
tion, ECP clarified that, “the pro-
czss of delimitation of consteu-

|1ty gnd the seme was Loalond
slier hearng and desibing foe
hgeitaemn/ oprevenatiors

It sloo recalled 3 Palorktan

High Comrt (BHC) ordex, which
on Ocider 10, had dusmussed
pastions filed on Ge same
prrind snd durmeied tue
10 V) b electiors “us vom s
possble” ECP forther mms
tamed that “the spprliest bas
wiongly calculsied the vorm of
expury of boczl gorrernmest elec
tions 13 Balockastas™,

“As per Section 26 of the
Balochustan Local Government
Act, 2010, the term of local gov-
ernmens clection 5 for four
[yeers). la the presest case, the
membery sod  chaurmas/vies
chairman of sowa councida
municips] commmices aad
mumo wes ook
ozth on Febresry 9, 202), fox
which the cxpwy of term
February 9, 2027

~
W)

(&) CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

—~——l 0 B L. B E s B LA
M IDDINMD QN ieT
GLIPFING oYL

——

aily

Balochistan

Expre

SS

CM Balochistan inaugurates
Pink Bus Service in Quetta

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti Wednesday inaugurated the
province's first-ever Pink Bus Service in Quetta,
calling it a revolutionary step toward providing
dignified, safe, and high-quality travel facilities
for women.

The Chicf Minister noted that the initiative is
a practical realization of the vision articulated by
PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on the day
of his oath-taking of CM Balochistan.

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony, which
also included the expansion of ‘the Green Bus
Service, CM Bugti said it was a moment of pride
that the Pink Bus Scrvice was starting, following
the introduction of the Pink Scoolies pro-
gramme.

"Women's empowerment is the foundation of
social progress," added CM Bugti.

He highlighted the outstanding performance
of women Deputy Commissioners serving in
various districts of Balochistan, proving
women's equal capability in administrative
affairs.

The launch of the Pink Bus Service, along
with scholarships for women and other develop-
ment programs, are key parts of the govem-

ment's practical cfforts to provide new opportu-
nitics for women in every field.

The Chicf Minister on the occasion also deliv-
er a strong message to extremist clements who
seck to mislead Baloch women.

"These measures are a clear message to those
clements who are forcing Baloch women to
become suicide bombers instead of pursuing
cducation and development, misleading them
and pushing them towards negative thinking and
a fruitless war." 4

He stressed that the Balochistan government is
committed to opening the doors of the world's
best universitics for its daughters. He asserted
that the Baloch people have never benefited from
this "purposeless war” and that the reality will
become clear to the entire nation in the coming
years.

CM Bugti expressed his firm resolve, saying
that the state will succeed in this war, and that
development, peace, and a bright future will be
the destiny of Balochistan.

CM Bugti reaffirmed the government's com-
mitment to providing modern and quality trans-
port facilitics to the people of the province.

Sarfraz Bugti  Continued on page 7

announced the expansion
of Green Bus Service to)
Pishin, Mastung, and Turbat.

The CM also revealed the
plan of Quetta-Sariab
Peoples Train Project. pro-
gressing steadily to ecase
urban transport.

This project is making
significant progress and will
prove to be a major conven-
ience for citizens.

He said that the plan is
underway to introduce eclec-
tric buses in Balochistan to
tackle both public conven-
ience and environmental
pollution challenges.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny was attended by
Provincial Ministers,
Members of the Assembly,
leaders of the Pakistan
Peoples Party, media repre-
jentatives, civil society
nembers, and officials con-

Quetta

et e o —
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, CM Bugti's appeal rejected, ] -
Quetta LG polls on schedule

S—

 ISLAMABAD The

Commission  of
: Wednesday

on
dismissed the Balochistan
Chiel Minister's plea to post-
pome Local Govermment (LG)

sccarily agencies fo provide
full cooperation and epsure
foolproof arrangements to
safeguard voters, candidates,
polling staff, and the public for
the smooth conduct of the

in Quetta, affirming  polls.

dance with lho khodulc issued
on November 3, 2025.

In its written order, the
Election  Commission  of
Pakistan (1CP) reaffirmed that

In a dissenung note,

- Flection Commusion member

Shah Muhammad Jatoi con-
curred with the majority on
technical objpections but cau-
tioned that Quetta's scvere
winter and remdent migration
could dampen voter mirnout.

m,mwlap.pa;mnn:h rity comcerns in parts of

already underway Balochistan snd recommended
The order directed the  postponing the polls unul

Balochistan government and Continged on page 2

Mimister. is an sppeal
received on December €
2025, urged the Commussion
10 alter or suspend the clec-
tion schedule, ciumg harsh
weather, secunty comgersa,
administrative  readinesa,
and 11sucs with constitusssy
boundanies and vouer lists
The Commussion had carlier
rejected simular pleas from
the Chief Minister on
November 3} asd the
Governor of Balochistan on
November 26. The ECP,
invoking Arucle 218(3) and
a 2021 Sopreme Court rul
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Drought Alert

Balochistan is drying up. This is not a future worry. It is happening
right now. The numbers are alarming. In the last three months, the
province got 41.9 percent less rain than it should have. That is a huge
drop. Normal rainfall would be about 14.8 milli meters. This year,
only 8.6 milli meters fell. At the same time, the temperature was near-
ly a degree hotter than average. Less water and more heat are a dan-
gerous mix. This is not just a bad season, It is a pattern. From May to
November of this year, the western and southwestern parts of the
province have been especially dry. The number of dry days in a row
keeps growing. This is how droughts begin. This is how they get
worse. The government's weather experts have issued a drought advi-
sory. It is a pre-alert. A warning. They say the next few months look
grim. From December to February, we can expect even less rain and
more heat in many areas. The list of threatened districts is long and
worrying. It includes Quetta, our provincial capital. It also includes
Chaghi, Gwadar, Kech, Kharan, Mastung, Noshki, Pishin, Panjgur,
Qila Abdullah, and Washuk. Millions of people live in these places.
Their lives are about to get very hard. What does a drought mean? It is
not just about having a dry spell. Itis a dlsaster that moves slowly and
destroys everything in its path.

First, the earth cracks. Then the crops fail. Farmers who have
worked for months watch their plants die. Their animals, their wealth,
grow thin and weak from lack of food and water. Families lose their
entire income and food source. Water becomes more precious than
gold. Wells run dry. Rivers and streams disappear. People, especially
women and children, walk for hours just to find a jug of clean water.
This is the reality for many already. It will become the reality for
many more. Hunger and poverty will follow. Food prices will rise.
Malnutrition, especially among children, will increase. People may be
forced to leave their homes, becoming climate migrants in search of
survival. This is a clear emergency. We cannot wait for the skies to
open. We must act now.

The government must move from advisory to action. A clear, urgent
plan is needed. We must start with water conservation. Every drop
must be saved. We need campaigns to fix leaky pipes, promote drip
irrigation for farmers, and harvest rainwater in towns and villages. We
must help our farmers immediately. They need drought-resistant seeds
and advice on what to grow in this new, drier reality. Support systems
for livestock are crucial to save these vital assets. Most importantly,
we must get water to the communities at greatest risk. Tankers may be
needed. New, deeper wells might have to be dug. This is not a time for
slow paperwork. It is a time for swift delivery. The changing climate is
no longer a distant threat. It is here, in our cracked soil and empty

wells. The drought wamning is a siren. We must all hear it. We must al]
act before the silencp of a barren land is all that remains.
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Helping cattle
breeders

The bedrock of Balochistan's economy,
woven into its very cultural fabrig, is the
livestock sector. Rooted in the region's
andent nomadic and semi-nomadic tradi-
tions, the rearing of sheep, goats, cattle, and
camels has sustained livelihoods for gen-
erations, serving as one of the most histori-
cal and indigenous commervial activities.
Despite the challenges of limited infra-
structure and a harsh environment, this
sector is vital, not just for local dietary and
agricultural needs but also for trade, with
wool, meat, hides, and dairy products
forming the core of rural commerce.
Balochistan remains fundamentally a pas-
toral economy, a reality dictated by the
chronic water scarcity that makes sustain-
able crop farming exceptionally difficult
Given this arid environment and its acute
vulnerability to climate shocks, particu-
larly the devastating, prolonged drought
witnessed from 1998 to 2022, experts
rightly suggest that reviving and prioritiz-
ing livestock as the primary commenial
engine offers the most beneficial path
toward sustainable incial develop-
ment. The substantial growth potential
within Balochistan as the major contribu-
tor, which can be further realised by mod-
ernising the livestock sector to enhance cli-
mate resilience, productivity, and sustaina-
bility. Strategically, Balochistan is well-
positioned o supply meat to national
markets, especially Sindh and Punjab, with

' ?n'nfhf@hﬁ ﬂn_‘!;nl_mﬂq
Dated 1 DEC 2025 Page NL-).

- am—— - -

potental for value addition and interna-
tional exports. Holding approximately 30
per cent of Pakistan’s national population
of small ruminants, with an estimated 3
million goats and sheep, and the fourth-
largest bovine population at $6.58 million,
Balochustan’s livestock is indispensable to
its socio-economic well-being, providing
income, nutrition, and livelihood, particu-
larly to rural houscholds. However, this
critical sector is now facing existential chal-
lenges due to the ongoing, devastating
drought. The lack of consistent minfall has
withered the once-thriving rangelands and
natural meadows, leading to a severe short-
age of organic feed and a precipitous
dedine in  animal uction,
Consequently, distressed cattle breeders
are struggling immensely to secure proper
feed for their and are often compelled
to sell their animals at distress, “throw
away” prices. This hard time demands
t and substantial intervention from
the provincial government to assist cattle
breeders and farmers and protect their
invaluable livestock assets. The govern-
ment of Balochistan must treat the livestock
sector as a priority, integrating climate-
resilient tech.njjues into its support strat-
egy. This includes providing critical assis-
tance such as interest-free loans for\:slub-
lishing permanent farmhouses and, cru-
cially, for fodder production. Furthermore,
ing easy access to reliable veteri-
nary services, modern fodder management
systems, and comprehensive business
development support is essential to fortify
this comerstone of the province's economy
against future climatic shocks.
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