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Bugti vows reforms, |
transparency after mining
sector receives industry status

Announces reforms to

=¢. A e

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti vowed that efforts
are underway to provide global
investors  with  access  lo
Dalochistan's mineral reserves,
which will provide long-term eco-
nomic strength fo the province.

The Chiel Minister held a incet-
ing with a representative delegation
from the Mines  Owners
Assoclation (MOA) here at CM's
Sccretariat on Tuesday. During the
meeting, the delegation oflered
special thanks to the provincial
government, calling the decision to
grant industry stalus to the mining
sector @ histonic and far-sighted
move £a 5

The discussion focused on the
establishment of the Chamber of
Mines, provision of land, invest
ment opportunities, and resolving
various issues facing the mining
scclor

Provincial Minister Mir Shoaib
Nowsherwani, MPA Prince Agha
Omar Ahmedzai, and key adminis-
trative and mines department offi-

cials nlso ptiended

Chicl Minister
talking with the delegation. said
that clevating the mining sector to
industry status 1s a crucial step

Dugti, while

towards  cconomic  slability,
increased employment opportuni-
ties, and the effective wtilization of
mineral resources in the province.

“This decision will not only
ensure better protection and wel-
fare facilities for the workers but
will also provide a strong ond ¢clear
policy framework for investors.”

The Chiel Minister asserted that
the mining sector is a fundamental
pillar of Balochistan's develop-
ment. lle announced that the gov-
crnment 18 introducing a sysiem
focused on transparency, modern
technology, robust regulation, and
international standards of oversight
in the sector,

CM DBugti stressed that the wel-
fare of workers is paramount, add-
ing that improving their working
conditions,  enhancing  salety
arrangements, health and securily
standards, and strengthening the
rescue mechanism are among the
government’s top prioritics

Ile also confirmed that a com-

strengthen anti-corruption bodies

prehensive strategy 19 being devel-
oped to curballegal mining, protect
mincral resources, and ensure the
transparency of the mining lease
system, with positive  results
expected soon.

Morcover. Chiel Minister Mic
Sarfraz Bugti marked International
Anti-Corruption Day, reaffirming
the provincial government’s 2cro
tolerance policy against corrup-
tion

He ecmphasized the govern-
ment's clear strategy to establish
transparent governance, streogthen
institutions, and climinate corrup-
tion across the province

In a message on the occasion of
International Anti-Corruption Day,
Sarfraz Dugu reaflirmed the pru-
vincial governent’s strong politi-
cal will and clear strategy 1o estab-
lish  transparent  governance,
strengthen institutions, and achieve
the complete elimination of corrup-
tion in Balochistan

The Chief Minister asserted that
corruption remains the biggest
impediment to the development of
any society, makiog  strngent
measures and the unplcmcnmion

of modérn adminustraive systerns
a crucial necessity.

CM Bugti announced significant
steps taken by the provinaial gov-
crmment to ensure accountability.
The Balochistan government has
introduced wide-ranging reforms
to enable the Anti-Corruption
Establishment to work in an effec-
uive, active, and aulonomous man-
nerThe Chiel Minister Inspection
Team has been revitalized with
new energy, increased powers, and
an improved monitoring mecha-
nism 1o cnsure transparency and
accountability within government
departments

To prevent corruption he said
the goverument has locused on key
adminusstrative and technological
reforms as comprehensive depart-
mental restructunng i1s underway,

The provincial government has
launched 1niatives for the digin-
zation of government records and |
scrvices and strict monitonng of
development  projects 13 being
enforced.

Furthermore, special measures
bave been taken for the prompt
redressal of public complaints

@ CamScanner
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Bugti vows crackdown on illegal mining,
promises transparent leases system

By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfaraz Bugti has said that a comprehensive
strategy is being developed to curb illegal min-
ing, protect mineral resources, and ensure the
transparcncy of the mining lease system, with
positive results expected soon.

He vowed that efforts are underway to provide
global investors with access to Balochistan's
mineral reserves, which will provide long-term
economic strength to the province.

The Chicf Minister held a meeting with a rep-
rescntative delegation from the Mines Owners
Association (MOA) here at the CM's Secretariat
on Tuesday. During the meeting, the delegation
offered special thanks to the provincial govemn-
ment, calling the decision to grant industry status
to the mining sector a historic and far-sighted
move.

The discussion focused on the establishment

of the Chamber of Mines, provision of land,
investment opportunities, and resolving various
issues facing the mining sector.

Provincial Minister Mir Shoaib Nowsherwani,
MPA Prince Agha Omar Ahmedzai, and key
administrative and mines department officials
also attended.

Chief Minister Bugti, while talking with the
delegation, said that elevating the mining sector
to industry status is a crucial step towards eco-
nomic stability, increased employment opportu-
nities, and the effective utilization of mineral
resources in the province. !

“This decision will not only ensure better pro-
tection and welfare facilities for the workers but
will also provide a strong and clear policy frame-
work for investors.”

TheCh:emeumrassmedlhanbemmg |

seaor xs a fundzmenta.l Cozl” ”

pillar  of Blloclnsuns
developmept. He announced
that the government is intro-
ducing a system focused on
, modern tech-
nology, robust regulation,
and international standards
of oversight in the sector.
CM Bugti stressed that
the welfare of workers is

Express

Quetta

'\\

a_; v-i-rt—' \

' Chief Minister Balochistan Sarfraz Bugti meets with a delegation from the
Balochistan Mines Owners Association.

paramount, adding that
improving their working
conditions, enhancing safety
arrangements, health and
security standards, and
strengthening the rescuc
mechanism are among the
government’s top priorities.

The MOA delegation

initiatives, particularly the
plans to establish Rescuc
Centers for workers in
Chamalang and Duki, and
the efforts to introduce
reforms and protect workers’
rights, They termed the gov-
cmment's policies as the
need of the hour, predicting
that these measures would
boost confidence, stability,
.Minvesmlmlbcsectnr

praised the government's |
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By Zubalr Ahmed

The hidden cost of economic
‘crisis on Balochistan’s students

hen cconomies
falter, it is not
only market's

that collapse—it is minds,
hopes, and futures. In
Balochistan, Pakistan’s most
resource-rich yet opportuni-
ty-poor province, the conse-
quences of economic insta-
bility are especially harsh.
Here, the crisis does not
merely drain  wallets; it
drains the will to dream.
For countless young stu-
dents, education is the only
ladder out of poverty. But with
every economic shock, that
ladder grows shakier. When

parents struggle to buy food,

pay rent, or afford school sup-
plies, classrooms begin to
empty. A child who should be
memorising poems is instcad
counting coins; a teenager
once planning to become a
doctor now works in a repair
shop. The economic downturn
does not just change rou-
tines—it reshapes destinies.
Balochistan's story is one of
potential betrayed by persist-
ent neglect. The province
records one of the lowest liter-
acy rates in the country—just
42 per cent according to the
latest survey, compared to the
natiohal average of about 60
per cent. At the same time,
nearly 47 per cent of children
aged 5-16 are out of school in
Balochistan, versus roughly 32
per cent nationally. In many
districts, schools exist only on
paper; those that do function
often lack teachers, clectricity,
or even proper roofs. These are
not just infrastructural gaps—
they are  psychological
wounds. For a student walking
miles to reach a broken class-
room, hope becomes a heavy
burden. Poverty teaches them
carly that survival comes
before schooling, and each
missed lesson chips away at
their confidence and sense of

self-worth,

Economic strain invades
homes long before it reaches
classrooms. Parcnts whisper
about debt; children overhear
and absorb the tension. Many
begin to feel guilty for being
an “extra expense” their fami-
lies can no longer afford. This
guilt breeds emotional fatigue
and helplessness that text-
books cannot cure. When a
student studies with an empty
stomach or an uncertain future,
mental focus becomes a luxu-

ry. Anxiety replaces ambition.’

Some push themselves harder,
hoping education will lead to
stability, while others give up
entirely, convinced that effort
no longer matters in a system
that consistently forgets them.

For the youth of
Balochistan, economic insta-
bility has created a crisis of
faith—faith in education, in
equality, and in the promise of
progress. Many ask a painful
question: what is the point of
studying when even the edu-
cated remain unemployed?
This growing hopelessness
secps deep into the psyche,
making the crisis as much psy-
chological as it is economic.
Students begin to view educa-
tion not as empowerment but
as a gamble in a game they are
destined to lose. Left
unchecked, this despair risks

- producing a gencration that

stops believing in the very idea
of transformation.

Yet, amid this bleak reality,
quict stories of resilicnce con-
tinue to shine. In the hills of
Khuzdar, students share tat-
tered books under streetlights.
In -Gwadar, girls walk miles
every day to attend classes
held in makeshift tents.
University students in Quetta
volunteer as tutors for under-
pnvileged children, deter-
mined to break the cycle they
themsclves were born into.

Thesc young people prove that
hope, though fragile, still
flickers. But individual
courage cannot replace collec-
tive responsibility. Balochistan
peeds policies that address
both educational decprivation
and emotional distress—schol-
arships for the poor, mental
health programs in schools,
and serious investment in
teacher training and education-
al infrastructure.

It is easy for policymakers
to speak in numbers—GDP
growth, inflation rates, and
budget deficits. But the true
measure of an economy is not
how much it eamns; it is how
much it uplifts. The emotional
exhaustion of students, their
shrinking belief in education,
and the silent dropout crisis in
Balochistan should be treated
as national emergencies.
Government and civil society
must work together to rebuild
confidence among students.
Providing psychological coun-
selling, community learning
centres, and flexible schooling
options for working children
can help heal some of the dam-
age. Most importantly, youth
voices from Balochistan must
be heard—not as statistics, but
as stakeholders in their own
future.

The economic crisis in
Balochistan is not merely a
story of poverty; it is a story of
lost childhoods and fading
ambitions. Yet despair does
not have to definc destiny.
With  empathy, sustained
investment, and a renewed
social contract, education can
once again become a source of
strength rather than sorrow.
Nations nse when their class-
rooms are filled with hope, not
when their treasuries overflow.
For Balochistan's students,
hope is not a privilege—it is a
right that must be protected,
even in the harshest of timnes.
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