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VOL XLV No. 1304 QUETTA Tuesday December 09, 2025 / Jumadi ul-Thani 17, 1447

' Bugti outlines Balochistan’s”

R

climate resilience strategy at

Syed Naveed Jamal

Islamabad: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that cli-
mate change is the biggest chal-
lenge of today’s world. Despite
facing the dircct and scvere
impacts of climate change,
Balochistan is stcadfastly pro-
gressing on the path of sustainable
development. He made these
remarks while addressing a sym-
posium  titled “Sustainable
Development and Environmental
Resilience in Balochistan,” organ-
ized by the Planning and

Islamabad Symposium

4

J

with droughts, unprecedented
rainfall, floods, intense heatwaves,
and unpredictable weather pat-
terns over the past years, with the
poorest and most vulnerable seg-
ments of socicty being the most
affccted The Chief Minister high-
lighted that 51% of houscholds in
Balochistan live below the i

tion sector are also underway. In
agriculture, climate-resilient prac-
tices such as conservation agricul-
ture and agroforestry are being
encouraged to enhance food secu-
rity and reduce emissions.

For the water sector, a compre-
hensive strategy has been adopted
to improve ma ot and con-

poverty line, and 71% of the popu-
lation faces multidimensional pov-
erty. In response. the provincial
government has developed a com-
prehensive chimate change policy
that outlines clear strategies for

Development Department of the
Government of Balochistan.

In his speech, Bugti stressed
that after COP30, the global com-
munity must accelerate climate

 action, presenting both an oppor-

tunity and a responsibility for sen-

_§ sitive regions like Balochistan.

Th: sdmiinas bas bosa nsssslias

adaptation and mitigation across
energy, transport, agriculture, and
waler sectors.

Bugti also mentioned ongoing
progress in renewable encrgy pro-
jects, particularly solar and wind
encrgy. aimed at reducing depend-
ency on fossil fuels. Efforts to pro-
mote clectric vehicles and green

imfasctoistues fa b tesssssats

servation, alongside efforts to pro-
tect and restore forests. He also
emphasized that carbon trading
represents a significant opportu-
nily for Balochistan. providirg
access 1o climate finance. The
province is working on ¢stablish-
ing a robust carbon market trame-
work, including the identification
of potential carbon projects, such
as bluc carbon inmitiatives, with
successful examples like the Delta
Blue Carbon Project in Sindh.

The Chief Minister further
noted that the Balochistan Climate

Mhesa: Tual is sriassstine = 1

tation, mitigation, and capacity-
building projects within the prov-
ince. Provincial recommendations
for natiomal climate goals prior-
itize sustainable development, low
carbon cmissions, and environe
mental resilience.

In conclusion. Bugti appealed
to all institutions, international
partners, the private sector, and
civil society to join [orces in
addressing the climate crisis, “If
we are to achicve positive goals,
we must travel this journey
together. Collective efforts are
crucial for a sustainable, safe, and
environmentally resilient future
for Balochistan.Bugti also con-
gratulated the organizers for the
successful hosting of the sympo-
sium and expressed hope that the
continuity of collective efforts
would result in effective actions to
tackle climate  change chal

1
@ CamScanner

stan T1mes
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QUETTA: Chief  Minister
Balochistan, Sarfaraz Bugti, said that
in recent years, the province has faced
droughts, unusual rainfall, floods,
extreme heatwaves, and other climat-
ic irregulanities, with poor and vulner-
able groups being the hardest hit. He
added that 51% of houscholds in
Balochistan live below the income
poverty line, and 71% of the popula-
tion suffers from multidimensional
poverty. The provincial govemment
has developed a' comprehensive cli-
mate change policy to address these
challenges, providing clear strategics
for adaptation and mitigation in the
energy, transport, agriculture, and
water sectors.

He expressed these views on

By Our Reporter

Monday while addressing a sympo-
sium on “Sustainable Development
and Environmental Resilience in
Balochistan,” organized by the
Planning and Development
Decpartment of the Balochistan gov-
emment in Islamabad.

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has said that climate
change is the biggest challenge facing
the world today, and despite its direct
and severe impacts, Balochistan is
steadily progressing on the path of
sustainable developrhent.

The Chief Minister said that after
COP30, the international community
demands accelerated climate action,
and for sensitive regions like
Balochistan, this is both an opportuni-

71% of Balochistan faces multidimensional
poverty; Govt tackling challenges: Bugti

ty and a responsibility.

Highlighting progress in renewable
encrgy, the Chicf Minister said efforts
are underway to advance solar and
wind energy projects to reduce |
dependence on fossil fucls. Measures
are also being taken in the transport
scctor to promote clectric vehicles and
green infrastructure.

In the agricultural sector, climate- |
smart practices such as conservation
agriculture and agroforestry are being

FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH

-

cty to make joint cfforts to
tackle the climate crisis. "If
we want to achicve positive
goals, we must move for-
ward together,” he said,
emphasizing collective
action for a sustainable,
secure, and environmentally
resilient future for
Balochistan.

Congratulating the organ-
izers on the successful sym-
posium, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti
cxpressed hope that contin-
ued collective cfforts would
lead to cffective measures in
addressing the challenges
posed by climate change.

promoted to enhance food security
and reduce emissions. In the water
sector, comprehensive strategics have
been adopted for efficient manage-
ment, as well as forest conservation
and restoration.

‘He added Continued on page 7

Sustamable Develo hent
and Chmat ¥

Chief Minister Balochistan Sarfraz Bugti addressing a symposium titled
"Sustamablc Development and Environmental Resilience in Balochistan. |

that carbon trading pres-
ents an important opportuni-
ty for Balochistan, providing

| access to climate finance.

The province is establishing
a strong carbon market
framework, identifying
potential carbon projects,
including bluc carbon initia-
tives, with successful exam-
ples seen in the Sindh Delta
Blue Carbon Project.

The Chief Minister said
the Balochistan Climate
Change Fund is supporting
projects that enhance adap-
tation, mitigation, and
capacity-building .in the
province. Provincial recom-
mendations for national cli-

| mate targets also prioritize

sustainable development,
low-carbon emissions, and

environmental resilience.

He urged all institutions,
international partners, the
private sector, and civil soci-
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Sustainable
resilience

The recent declaration by Romina
Khurshid Alam, Coordinator to the
Prime Minister on Climate Change, that
Balochistan must be recognized as the
“frontline region” in Pakistan’s climate
resilience agenda is both a sobering real-
ity check and a vital call to action.
Speaking at the Conference on
Sustainable Development and Climate
Resilience in Balochistan, her remarks
underscore a paradox: Pakistan contrib-
utes less than 1% to global greenhouse
gas emissions yet is among the nations
most devastated by them. Balochistan,
covering 44% of Pakistan's territory and
hosting its longest coastline, stands at the
absolute epicenter of this intersection
between catastrophic risk and untapped
opportunity. Despite having vast land
area and abundant resources, the prov-
ince has been financially poor. It is at the
lowest rung in terms of socio-economic
indicators, and a majority of the prov-
ince’s people live under the poverty line
with the bare minimum to survive. In
the past climate change-induced floods
had devastated the infrastructure of the
province due to which the province had
to remain disconnected from the rest of
the country for some time. Climate
change in Balochistan is no longer a fore-

| cast; it is a current emergency. From the

scorching 53.7°C recorded in Turbat to
the catastrophic floods of 2022 that sev-

~histan Time AR

lJi ‘;, by WlAavesil

U3 DEC 2095

ered provincial infrastructure, the region
is paying a heavy price for a global crisis
it did not create.

Sustainable development in this con-
text requires more than reactive disaster
management; it demands the integration
of climate action into the very fabric of
provincial  governance.  Aligning
Balochistan with modern climate-
finance frameworks is the first step
toward building resilient infrastructure
and  ensuring  water  security.
International partners must pivot from
rhetoric to reality by scaling up grant-
based and concessional finance. As
Romina Alam highlighted, the financial
burden of climate shocks cannot fall
solely on a province already navigating
complex security and development chal-
lenges. The establishment of the provin-
cial Climate Change Fund with an initial
allocation of Rs 500 million is a landmark
starting point, but it requires global sup-
port to bridge the $348 billion gap identi-
fied by the World Bank for Pakistan's
2030 climate goals. The federal govern-
ment must lead the diplomatic charge for
equitable access to global fnancing
while ensuring federal-provincial syn-
ergy. Political will remains the most
undervalued asset in climate govern-
ance; only through unified action across
federal ministries, local communities,
and international donors can we trans-
late policy into life-saving {\m-:tice.
Balochistan is not just a victim of geogra-
phy; it can become a global model for
arid-region resilience if the word steps
up to support its frontline fight
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Balochistan's Climate Dilemma

Balochistan stands on the frontline of climate change, yet its people remain
on the margins of every conversation about adaptation, mitigation, and recov-
ery. While authorities gather in the polished, nir conditioned halls along
Quetta's Zarghoon Road to deliver rehearsed speeches and circulate glossy
documents, the communities facing the raw fury of nature, exacerbated by
decades of neglect and extractive policies of the developed world, remain
unheard and unseen. Decisions are being drafted in conference rooms, but the
people who bear the brunt of these decisions have no place at the table, The
provincial government proudly claims to have established a climate fund, but
so far it feels like little more than a fashionable accessory, a trendy announce-
ment wrapped in bureaucratic jargon rather than a serious, functioning mech-
anism, Beyond the press releases and ribbon cutting ceremonies, there is no
clarity on how the fund will operate, who will oversee it, or where the money
will actually go. No transparency, no governance structure, no community
involvement, just another item added to the catalogue of performative policy-
making. Climate, meanwhile, has become a convenient talking point for
politicians across Pakistan, a catchphrase inserted into every speech to appear
relevant and globally aligned, The province's political elite secem more cager
to impress international donors than to serve the people living on the front-
lines of climate disaster, Trendy appearances at donor funded workshops, par-
ticipation in climate themed conferences, and photo ops with international
NGOs translate into nothing more than social media clout. The gap between
these well curated optics and the realities on the ground is staggering. While
officials collect hashtags and headlines, Balochistan continues to burn,
drown, and crumble, unprotected, unprioritized, and unheard.

Trawlers continue to ravage marine life along the Makran coast, destroying
traditional livelihoods and disrupting the fragile ccological balance. The min-
ing sector, operating under a cloak of impunity, continues to scar mountains,
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and poison water sources, while regulators look the other way. The cata-
strophic floods of 2022 wiped out large swathes of the province, drowning
villages, erasing roads, damaging what little infrastructure existed, and plung-
ing thousands deeper into poverty. The scale of devastation demanded a
national reckoning. Instead, the federation responded with selective blind-
ness. Islamabad continues to fuel the machinery of Punjab, while Balochistan
remains stranded at the crossroads of survival. The latest report by the
Pakistan Population Council shows that the majority of districts below the
poverty line lie in Balochistan. When this socioeconomic vulnerability is
placed within the climate context, the picture becomes even more alarming:
the poorest, least resourced communities are also the ones most exposed to
climate disasters. They are living the reality that policymakers only talk
about.

The current political officeholder responsible for climate affairs in
Balochistan has delivered virtually nothing on the ground. The position
demands expertise, vision, and commitment, none of which are visible.
Tokenistic tree plantation ceremonies, staged for photographs and social
media posts, cannot substitute for real climate planning. They are distrac-
tions, not solutions. A climate policy exists on paper. A climate fund has been
announced. Speeches are made at seminars. Yet none of these gestures trans-
late into tangible change. What truly exists is a vacuum of political will, an
unwillingness to acknowledge the gravity of the crisis or challenge the inter-
ests that benefit from the status quo. Balochistan lacks the most basic infra-
structure, healthcare, sanitation, safe drinking water, reliable roads, function-
ing hospitals, let alone climate resilient systems. Without addressing these
foundational gaps, any climate strategy will collapse under its own weight.
The province does not need more rhetoric. It needs commitment, accountabil-
ity, and the courage to make climate justice a political priority rather than a
decorative slogan.
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