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KARACHI: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bu.
on Monday.

cooperation.

VOL XLV No. 1297 QUET’I‘A Tuesday December 02, 2025 / Jumadi ul-Thani 10, 1447

Bugti calls on
Bilawal to discuss
political matters

Staff Report

KARACHI: Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari met with Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti at Bilawal House in Karachi.

The meeting was also attended by Provincial Minister for
Industries and Crafts Sardar Kohiyar Domki. PPP ticket
holder from Mastung Sardar Noor Ahmed Bangulzai, and
plny ticket holder l'mm Khuzthr Aghba Shakeel Durrani,

ively covered the overall political
situation in Balochistan, provincial aﬂlus and future politi
cal strategy. The conv ionalso i
related to peace and stability in the pm\lncc. polmcal har-
mony, and the party's organizational structure.

Chief Minister Bugti informed Chainnan Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari about the current provincial situation, public issues, |

and government prioritics. The PPP Chairman appreciated the
efforts of the provincial leadership and d all possibl

gl with Pakistan People’s Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari after a meeling

e
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Bilawal meets

o
g | Bugti to discuss

Balochistan

Hallot Mo

affairs

KARACHI: PPP Chalrman
Pilawal Bhutto Zardari held
an {mportant meeting with
Chief Minlster Balochistan
Mir Sarfraz Bugti ot Bilawal
House, where key provincial
leaders also Joined the discus-
slon.

The meeting was attended
by Provincial Minister for
Industries  Sardar  Kohyar

P . ;
akistan People's Party Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari meet with 23::"»1«..':::. g:::rh:::i

ﬁl‘)‘ﬁ’; n':d:?;n:',f'n"""i‘ih'""'" Sarfaraz Bugti. Provincial ministers Sardar  Ahmed Bangulzai, and party
Bangulzal are ﬂl;’('nnprc's,:#zh“ Shakeel Durrani, and Sardar Noor Ahmed  candidate from Khuzdar Agha
- Shakeel Durrani,

T During the detailed Interac-
top, both sides reviewed the |
overall political climate in |
Balochistan, administrative
matiers, and the party's for-
ward-looking political
roadmap. Dlscussions also
coyered ongolng efforts relat-
ed 10 peace and stability in the
pravince, political coordina-
tion, and the strengthening of
PPP's organizational structure
at yarlous levels.
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Surge of silent death

World AIDS Day carrying the vital
theme, “Overcoming Stagnation and
Transforming the AIDS Response,” was
observed On December 1st worldwide.
Balochistan finds itself at a critical junc-
ture. The provincial data reveals an
urgent public health crisis, the number of
registered AIDS patients has surged to
3,303, with 452 deaths reported in the past
year alone. This surge demands immedi-
ate, transformative action from health
authorities and society at large. The
increase in registered cases from 2,851 in
2024 to 3,303 in 2025 is complex. While
daunting, officials like Director of Health
Services Balochistan Dr. Hashim Mengal
and Provincial Coordinator Dr. Sehrin
Noshirwani rightly points out that this
rise, in part, indicates improved surveil-
lance and, encouragingly, that more
Ppatients are coming forward for testing
and registration. This willingness lo
engage with the system is a small victory,
showing that awareness efforts are begin-
ning to penetrate fear and stigma. The
patient profile highlights the challenge:
707 women and 90 transgender persons
are registered, with the largest group
being male patients, increasing from 2,075
to 2,362. However, the geographical and
demographic concentration of the disease
is deeply worrying, Quetta, the provincial
capital, bears the brunt of the epidemic
with 2164 cases, including the 90
transgender patients. Other vulnerable
districts like Turbat (368 cases), Hub (158),

Naseerabad (66), and Loralai (96) also
show significant patient counts. This indi-
cates that while the disease may be cen-
tered in urban hubs, itis clearly traversing
regional boundaries, requiring a decen-
tralized health strategy. The data une-
quivocally shows that the highest HIV
prevalence lies within specific key popu-
lations: drug-injecting users, followed by
men who have sex with men, and
transgender persons. The officials’ assess-
ment that the rising numbers are largely
attributable to a pervasive lack of public
awareness underscores the need to target
prevention strategies directly at these
high-risk groups, employing harm reduc-
tion principles and culturally sensitive
outreach. To effectively combat this
spread, the  Balochistan  Health
Department must follow through on its
imperative to enhance the establishment
of AIDS therapy centres in all vulnerable
districts. Providing free treatment and
screening facilities in government hospi-
talsis anon-negotiable step toward reduc-
ing transmission and ensuring timely

treatment, which is crucial for preventing -

progression to AIDS and reducing mor-
tality. Furthermore, treatment centres
must not only offer medical aid but must
also serve as points of non-judgmental
education and destigmatization. The
theme of World AIDS Day 2025
“Qvercoming Stagnation” is a direct chal-
lenge to the province. The crisis demands
that the government transform its
response from a passive registration pro-
cess lo an aggressive, well-funded, and
decentralized public health campaign.
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