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CM vows action against
Airlines over Quetta fares

By Our Reporter

QUETTA.  Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti said that the provincial
government  would - defend
Balochistan's rights in a civi-
lized and coordinaied manner.
He stated that the issue of
excessive airline fares from
Quetta would be raised directly
with the Pnme Minmister and
the Federal Aviation Minister.
If airlines fail to reduce the

|Tdres, the govemment has the -

\

aull\grity to arrest their man-
‘agers under Section 16 of the
MPO. 4

He made these remarks dur-
ing a session of the Balochistan

Assembly while commenting
on a resolution presented by
Assembly member Shahida
Rauf regarding the collection
of inflated nirfares on flights
from Quetta to other parts of
Pakistan.

The Chicf Minister said that
ordinary citizens in
Balochistan are facing difTicul-
ties due to excessive fares.
Letters have been sent to the
Prime Minister and the
Aviation Ministry, but no
response has been received. He
cmphasized that a meeting
with all parliamentary leaders,

Smerad am nana T

7 alongside the  Prnme

Minister and  Aviation
Minister, 1s now the only
way fo resolve the 1ssuc.

He pointed out that the
airfare  from Quella 1o
Karachi and Quetta 10
Dubai 1s the same, while no
additional fares are being
charged in other parts of the
country.

He warned that if no
solution is reached, the gov-
ernment could excrcise 1ls
nght to arrest airline man-
agers under Scction 16 of
the MPO, as public anger
over the issue could esca-
late to attacks on the arport,

The Chief Minister also
mentioned that assurances

i

CLIPPING SERVICE

SS

] e

v

tlochist:un Chicl Minister
sembly session on Monday.

given regarding the mis-
treatment of Pashtuns 1n
Sindh by leaders Mir Sadig
Umrani and Mir Ali Hassan
Zehni would be upheld. He
added that local law
enforcement remains vigs
lant, citing a recent heroin
seizure from a woman,

Regarding a resolution
by Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rahman criticizing goverm-
ment spending on hospitali-
ty, the Chief Minister
requested that it be with-
drawn. Maulana Hidayat-
ur-Rahman eventually with-
drew the resolution.

_ Quetta

Sarfraz Bugti addresses the Provincial

FATEN
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Bugti vows merit, force
against corruption and
misuse of 1nternet

Stalf Report

QUETTA: Chiel Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugu has said that the
internct 18 being used agoinst the
stale in Balochistan. Now only
schools, colleges and universitics
across Balochistan will be pro-
vided with fiber optic internet,

The salanies of Dalochistan
police are being brought at par with
other provinces, Terrorism 14 not a
challenge for me, corruption iy the
real challenge Strict action will be
aken. If the state vses force, the
situation will improve The state
will evtablish ity writinany case It
is necessary 1o bring the youth
closer 1o the state I om going o
universities and huving a dialogue
with the students. .

He expressed these views in an
oxclusive mierview with a private
TV Mir Sarfraz Dugti has said that

with regord (o the current situation

ST S e

of law and order in the tribal arcas,
it 18 the primary responsibility of
every tribe to protect and monitor
their own arens e sad that if the
trabals fulfill their responsibility,
terronists will not be able 1o enter
these areas under any circum-
stances. Chiel Mimster Sarfuraz
Bugti said that he himsell roams
nlone in his arca of Bekhar and
cloims that even if he keeps pold
there, there will be no theft. The
people of my area are dearer than
my life. Here, no one hunts animals
nor do the tnbal ¢livels misuse their
power, The state will have 10 deal
stnctly with those who challenge
its authority in Dalochistan [le
said that the state should establish
ity wiit so that law and order can bo
completely  restored.  Sarfaraz
Bugti said that the youth ure angry
at the moment, 1t is very important
to bring them closer to the state |
am going 1o universities, talking to

’1
|
/

L

students, explaining to them that
the state 1s a mother. We can reduce
this gop through dialogue. The
Chicf Minister said that a Danish
school is being buwilt in s arco,
now only schools, colleges and uni-
versities across Dalochistan will be
provided with fiber optic internet
50 that the youth can get better edu-
cational facilities. He expressed
concern over the misuse and sys-
tematic use of the internet and said
that its use will not be allowed 1o be
ogainst the interests ol the country
He sad  that the  salovies  of
Dalochistan  police  are belng
brought at par with other prove
inces lerrorivim s not a challenge
for me, cotruption is the real chals
lenge. The state 1 powerful and il
the state uses force, the situation
will inprove: The Chiel Minister
also criticized the dncl’l:imcy sys.
tem and said thar this system has
damaged the tnibal system and has

it St i S TP SRS

o

often been used for personal inters
ests, He claimed that peace is sull
prevailing in his arca and the peace
force is fully cooperating with the
slate

Morcover, Chicl Mimister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has said that Levies
recruitment in Dera Dugu will be
merit-based in all cases, whoever
takes bribes, may God's wrath be
upon him. | curve such people. lle
said this i his audio message on
complamts - regarding  Levies
recrmtinent in Dera Dugti: Chiel
Munster Mir Sarfaraz, Bugh said
that the rumms bei spread
regarding Leovies recrmtment in
Dera Bugti are baseless. Soine peo-
ple are giving the impression that
Levies posts are being sold for
money, while this is completely

wiong. [he Chiel Munister sand 1y
WO words, it suyone has gwen
money, tell s name, and alyo el
Wwho has taken money.

" —
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. Urgent action for
wildlife

The unforgiving gnp of drought contin-
ues to pose an existential threat across
Balochistan, but perhaps nowhere is the cri-
sis more poignant than among, the prov-
ince’s rare and endangered wildlife. It is
therefore highly commendable that Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugi, has
taken swift, decisive action, issuing spedal
directives for an emergency response to
safeguard the precious spedes housed
within national particularly Takatu
and the Hazarganiji-Chiltan National Park

The emergency response, triggered by
alarming reports of acute water scarcity
endangering species, underscores a vital
truth: conservation cannot wait for rain
The dedication demonstrated by the
Department of Forests and Wildlife is
exceptional. ChiefConservatorSharifuddin
Baloch's description of personnel carrying
water by hand across difficult, inaccessible
terrain, and maintaining round-the-clock
vigilance to replenish ponds, speaks vol-
umes of the seriousness of this undertak-
ing. This hands-on, immediate interven-
tion is not merely a bureaucratic nse;
it is a lifeline thrown to the Chiltan wild
goat (Markhor) and other vulnerable fauna
battling extreme dimatic conditions.-

While this initial emergency measure is
essential, the scope of wildlife protection
in Balochistan demands a long-term, com-
prehensive strategy. The province is not
only home to endemic species but also

serves as a crucial transit point for migra-
tory birds, particularly during the harsh
winter months when species travel from
Russia and Central Asian countries.
Protecting these transient visitors, along-
side resident endangered populations,
requires sustained budgetary allocation
for water management, veterinary care,
and anti-poaching measures throughout
the year. According, to estimates around
30,000 to 40,000 Houbara Bustard and
thousands of other birds such as sand-
grouseand grus migrate towards Pakistan
and its neighboring countries every year.
The International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (TUCN) has already
categorised the Houbara Bustard as a “vul-
nerable” spedies at high risk of extinction. In
2015, the Supreme Court of Pakistan had
banned the hunting of the endangered spe-
des. However, in 2016 the same apex court
had overturned the ban. Later the ban was
lifted and the hunting of Houbara Bustard
was for Arab sheiks who enjoy all
fadilities in Pakistan to hunt this endangered
bird. The government'’s resolve must extend
beyond logistical support Government pol-

icies, however well-intentioned, cannot be *

result-oriented without public ownership
Campaigns must be launched to educate
local communities and the public at large
about the ecologjical and economic value of
their natural heritage. Fostering a culture of
co-existence and responsibility is the sus-
tainable key to safeguarding Balochistan's
unique biodiversity, ensuring that this com-
mendable emergency response becomes the
foundation for a permanent, rcbust conser-
vation framework
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Viullakhel ascends to lead BHC

Oath taking of Justice Kamran Mullakhe! v+ quiet but significant
cvent for Balochistan. Tt celebates the piootion of one distinguished
judge, welcomes a new, expericnced feader, cnd, most importantly,
reaflirms the strength of our constitutional process. Itis a reminder
that i a democracy, individuals come and oo, but the institutions, built
on the solid fonndation of law, endure We congratnlate Justice
Mullakhel on his new role and wish him the wisdom and strength (o
lead the Balochistan High Court with {oirness and integrity. The peo-
ple of the provinee deserve no less. Beocon (or this change was a
happy und well-deserved promotion. The previons Chief Justice,
Tustice Rozi Khan Barich, was appomt-¢ o e Constitutional Court.
This is a great honor, not just for Justice 1ovich, bat for the entire
province, as it shows that the legal talent tiom Balochistan is recog-
nized at the highest national level. However, his move created a vacan-
cy at the top of the Balochistan High Couri. Nature, and the goven-
ment, abhor a vacuum. So, without delay, the system moved to fill this
crucial position. The responsibility of administeying the oath fell to the
Governor of Balochistan, Sheikh Jafar Mandoklicl. In a room filled
with the most respected figures of the province, (he Governor led the
proceedings. The presence of Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, the
judges of the High Court, senior lawyers, and important personalities
sent a strong message. It showed that all branches of the government
the executive, the judiciary, and the legal community stand united in
their support for the rule of law. The representation from the Bar
Council was particularly significant, as it significs the trust of the
wider legal community in this appomlmmt

Justice Kamran Mullakhel's journey theye btgnn over a dccadc ago
when he was appointed as an Additional Judge in 2013. He proved his
worth, his understanding of the law, and his commitment to justice,
and as a result, he was made a permanent judge of the High Court in
2015. This long service means he knows the court, its people, and its
challenges inside and out. He has camed his stripes His appointment
as the Acting Chicef Justice 1s not a random choice; it is a promotion
based on seniority, experience, and merit. This entire process is guided
by a clear rulebook: the Constitution of Pakisian. The appointment was
made under Article 196 of the Constitution This is a vital detail. Tt
means that this was not a decision based o1 personal likes or dislikes,
or political bargaining. It was a decision mo!e wweording to the
stpreme law of the land. This adherence to the Constitution is the
bedrock of a functioning democracy. It cncurcs that our institutions
remain strong &ad independent, free from ouiside influence. The High
Court is a place where the common peron oes seeking justice. It is
the last resort for the weak against the povcriul. for the ordinary eiti-
zen against any Wuslicc When the lead s 1op of such an important
institution Lhanggs without any drama oo ¢ pute, i reinforees our

faﬁh in 1he’ systd}n
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