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Public transport
Crisis

The residents of Quetta are currently
caught in a frustrating daily gridlock, a
traffic crisis thal is less about urban devel-
opment and more about a fundamental
failurein public service. The alarming rise
in trafficjams, now a routine feature of the
city’s arteries, is a difrect symptom of adys-
functional: public transport system that
has forced citizens to rely excessively on
private vehicles. For students, low-income
families, and women, this lack of mobility
is not just an inconvenience; it is a severe
barrier: to education, employment, and
daily life. The central issue is the crippling
inadequacy of public transit options. The
decision by the Balochistan government to
phase out the old, dilapidated fleet was a
welcome step towards modernization, but
it created a massive vacuum. This neces-
sary reform was supposed to be paired:
with a com, ive replacement, a par-
allel system ready. to absorh the
Instead, the government introduced the
much-touted Green Bus Service a promis-
ing initiative that has so: far failed: lo
deliver on its potential. Currently, the ser-
vice operates a meager fleet of only eight
buses, confined to the single route con-
necting Balochistan University to the
Balali Airport road. While this provides
relief to a fraction of the population, it is
wholly insufficient to cater to the needs of

a metropolilan area like Quetta. This
limited scope renders the service sym-
bolic  rather  than  substantive.
Compounding the problemis the glaring
omission of major residential areas, such
as the densely populated Satellite Town,
which remains completely disconnected
from the downlown commercial and
administrative centers by public trans-
port. Promises of expansion have been
repeatedly made, yet months and years
pass with no discernible increase in the
fleet or the network coverage. The gov-
ermnment’s continued deferral of this cru-
cial commitment means that thousands
of daily commuters the students trying
to reach their classes and  the low-wage
workers traveling to their jobs are left
without a safe, affordable transport.
They are forced onto expensive private
options or struggle with unreliable rides,
placing an unnecessary financial and
logistical burden on the most vulnerable
sections of society. The Balochistan gov-
ernment must recognize that a function-
ing public transport network is the back-
bone of any modern city’s economy and -
social justice framework. It is essential
that govt honor its pledge immediately.

" The priority must be a significant and

rapid scaling up of the Green Bus Service.
New buses must be procured, and the
network must be immediately extended
to cover all major residential corridors,
including Satellite Town. A comprehen-
sive, city-wide public transit system is
not a luxury; itis a necessity.
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