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| CM, NA Speaker stress centre-province
coordination on Balochistan 1ssues

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti met National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament House
here Wednesday, where they engaged in a com-
prehensive discussion on Balochistan's political,
social and developmental matters.

During the meeting, the Speaker categorically
dismissed the circulating rumors regarding the
replacement of the Chief Minister of
Balochistan, terming them bascless and
unfounded. He affirmed that the coalition gov-
cemment in Balochistan would continue to play
its full role in ensuring the province's develop-
ment and prosperity.

The NA Speaker reiterated that the progress of
Pakistan was directly linked with the progress of
Balochistan. He emphasized that the ongoing
mega development projects in the province were
a positive sign and assured the Chief Minister of
full cooperation at all levels for the welfare and
uplift of the people of Balochistan.

Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq further stated that

resolving the issues faced by the people of
Balochistan remains a top priority. He added that
strengthening coordination between the federa-
tion and the provinces would significantly help
address public concerns and improve service
delivery.

Both leaders agreed on the need to continue
working together for the development, peace,
and prosperity of Balochistan.

Chief Minister Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti lauded
the leadership and role of Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq. He also appreciated the National

Assembly's support in facilitating legislative |

processes in the Balochistan Assembly and
acknowledged the Speaker’s effective conduct of
House proceedings.

The chicf minister highlighted that the people
of Balochistan, along with the secunty forces,
are courageously standing against terrorism. He
noted that Parliament serves as the strongest
voice for the provinces in addressing national
challenges.-APP
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ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti exchanging views with National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Parliament

House on Wednesday. N A S er, Bu % Bi):;:::dscmﬁ‘y::m&{“ﬂ{ﬂ mied'l_bu :‘;:::‘:ms “t'l
 discuss key issues

He added that strengthening coordination between the federation
Staff Report

and the provinces would significantly help address public con-
cerns and improve service delivery. 1 B
Both leaders agreed on the need to continue working together
for the development, peace, and prosperity of Balochistan. s
Chicf Minister Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti lauded the leadership
role of Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq. He also rpfﬁcnwd the
National Assembly's support in facilitating legs P S
in the Balochistan Asscmbly and acknowledged the Speaker's

effective conduct of House proceedings.

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Ahmed
Bugti met National Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at
Parliament House here Wednesday, where they engagedin a com-

prehensive discussion on

Balochistan's political, social and devel- |

opmental matters, - |
During the meeting, the Speaker categorically dismissed the
circulating rumors regarding the replacement of the' Chief
Minister of Balochistan, terming them bascless and unfounded.
He affirmed that the coalition government in Balochistan would
continue to play its full role in ensuring the province's develop-

/ ment and prosperity. :

The NA Speaker reiterated that the progress of Pakistan was
ircetly linked with the progress of Balochistan. He erophasized

%?{

a positive sign and assurcd the Chief Minister of full cooperation
,atall levels for the welfare and uplift of the people of Balochistan.

t the ongoing mega development projects in the province were |

The Chicf Minister highlighted that the people of Balochistan,
along with the security forces, are courageously standing against
terrorism. He noted that Parliament serves as the strongest voice
for the provinces in addressing national challenges.
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Mounting Inflation
Balochistan, is often the first and
hardest hit by national economic crises.
Today, it stands at the epicenter of an
inflation storm, where the recent, hike in
petroleum prices has not just increased
the cost of living, but has fundamentall
shattered the economic stability of miK
lions. The prices of daily commodities
have not simply risen; they have multi-
plied, creating an unbearable burden
that the ordinary citizens are left to
carry alone, seemingly forgotten by
their government. The core of this crisis
lies in the direct relationship between
fuel and food. As a vast, geographically
dispersed region, Balochistan is criti-
cally dependent on road transport to
ferry essential commodities from wheat
and pulses to vegetables and medicines
across long distances. Every upward

. adjustment in the price of petrol and
" high-speed diesel sends an immediate,

non-negotiable shockwave through the
entire supply chain. Transporters pass
the increased cost of fuel onto wholesal-
ers, who pass it onto retailers, and
finally, the entire cumulative burden is
dumped upon the consumer.

For the daily wage earner, the small
farmer, and the low-income families
across Quetta, Turbat, and the remote
districts, the ability to “make both ends
meet” has become an impossibility. The
limited purchasing power of the average
citizen is being rapidly eroded by sky-
rocketing food inflation, which is fur-

Doy Balochistan Time Quetta
- 27 NOV 202

L2

ther exacerbated by currency deprecia-
tion that makes imported goods includ-
ing essential food items exponentially
more expensive. The current reality is
one of diminishing rations, compro-
mised healthcare, and growing despair,
a quiet tragedy that goes largely unno-
ticed in the national political noise.

While regulatory bodies like the
District Price Control Committees
(DPCCs) exist on paper, empowered to
fix and stabilize prices of essential
goods, they appear entirely ineffective
in practice. Market profiteers and hoard-
ers operate with impunity, knowing
there is little practical enforcement or
swilt justice to curb their exploitative
practices.

The government’s attention remains
fixated on macro-economic stability, pri-
marily satisfying conditions laid out by
international lenders like the IMF. While
fiscal responsibility is necessary, the cost
of this stability cannot be the wholesale
sacrifice of the citizens’ basic right to
affordability. Budgetary targets and debt
servicing seem to take precedence over
the humanitarian necessity of public
relief. N(;Jsractical, localized steps such
as targeted transport subsidies for essen-
tial food supplies within the province,
effective crackdown on cartels, or the
creation of monitored market mecha-
nisms to break the fuel-to-food price
chain have been implemented with the
required urgency or scale. Balochistan
requires more than just rhetoric; it
demands action tailored to its unique
geographical and economic constraints.

Page No2_S—
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Ballot to Reboot MCQ

After a long, long wait, the people of Quetta are finally getting a
chance to choose their city's government. The last time we voted for
our Metropolitan Corporation, it feels like a lifetime ago. Since then,
our city has faced many challenges. But now, with these clections, a
fresh wave of hope is blowing through our valleys. It is a hope for a
cleaner, greener, and more beautiful Quetta. It is a hope for a city that
works for the people who live in it. The Metropolitan Corporation is
not just another government office. It is the backbone of our city. -

‘Think about it. Who is responsible for making sure the garbage from ‘

our streets is collected? The Metropolitan Corporation. Who should
ensure that our parks are clean and safe for our children to play in?
The Metropolitan Corporation. Who is in charge of the basic things we
all need, like getting a birth certificate for a new baby or a death cer-
tificate for a loved one? The Metropolitan Corporation. From the water
in our pipes to the streetlights above our heads, this local body is the

‘heart of our city's daily life. For too long, that heart has not been beat-

ing as strongly as it should. Now, we have the power to change that.
We are not just voting for a name or a party symbol. We are voling for
a future. We are voting for the kind of city we want to leave for our

children. What do the people of Quetta want? Our wishes are simple
and clear.
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Quetta wants cleanliness. We are tired of sceing piles of trash on our
street comers. We want a systematic garbage collection system that
works every day, not just sometimes. We want our drains to be clean
so that when it rains, our streets don't flood. A clean city is not a luxu-
ry; it is a basic right. Quetta desires beautification. Quetta is a city of
stunning natural beauty, surrounded by magnificent mountains. But
our city itself neceds more care. We need more public parks where fam-
ilies can spend time. We need well-maintained roads without potholes.
We want our city to be a place we are proud of, both for its natural
scenery and its man-made spaces. Quetta needs efficient services. No
one should have to run from one office to another for weeks just to get
a simple document. The new Metropolitan Corporation must make
public service casy and fast. The people working there should be
helpers, not hurdles. Whether it's a new business license or a com-
plaint about a broken water line, the system should respond quickly.

Most importantly, Quetta anxious and cager to see real representa-
tives. We are tired of leaders who only appear during election season.
We want councillors and the mayor to be visible in our neighborhoods.
They should listen to our problems and work with us to find solutions.
They should be our voice in the city government, making sure that our
specific needs whether it's a new water pump for one area or a traffic
signal for another are heard and acted upon. This election is a golden
opportunity. It is our chance to wipe the slate clean and start anew. Let
us not waste it. Let us vote for a brighter, stronger, and more beautiful

Quetta. Let us work together to build a city that we all deserve. The
dawn of a new era is here. Let's make sure it's a bright one.
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