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Youth are Pakistan's Quetta
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FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH

strongest asset: CM

QOu

QUETTA: On Tucsday,
Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti met with a
delegation  from  NUST
University Quetta Campus,
including Dean Dr. Mughis
Aslam and students, The meet-
ing focused on academic activ-
ities, rescarch, and profession-
al preparation of the youth.

Addressing the students,
CM Bugti said that the youth
arc Pakistan's strongest asset
and the future leadership rests
in their bands. He emphasized
that today is an era of competi-
tion, where success comes only

c (<

to those who advance with
knowledge, character, disci-
pline, and vision.

He urged students 4o estab-
lish themselves in world-class
education, technology, innova-
tion, and rescarch, adding that
both Balochistan and Pakistan
cagerly await hardworking and
talented young people like
them.

The Chief Minister also
encouraged students to move
forward with patriotism, col-
lective thinking, and a spirit of
national service. He stressed
that ~

the role of youth is deci-
sive in Pakistan's recon-
struction and development,
noting that a youth equipped
with strong character and
quality cducation will set
new benchmarks of progress
and stability in every field.
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CM, NUST delegation

discuss youth

\-

StafTReport

QUETTA: A delegation from the
Natiozal Unnersity of Sciences and
Techpology  (NUST)  Quetta
Campus, led by Dean Dr Mugheez
Aslam, met with Balochistan Chiel
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugh on
Tuesday During the mecting, the
delegation engaged 1n compreben-
ave discussions concerning educa-

3 ."‘\
T
. |

tional activitics, rescarch initiatives,
and the professional preparation of
the province's youth. Addressing
the students, Chief Minister Bugti
cmphasized that the youh of
Pakistan are the nation’s mos! vital
asset and that the future leadership
rests in their hands. He stated thatin
today’s compehitive €ra, Suscess is
resersed for those who advance
with knowledge, strong character,

empowerment

discipline. and a clear vision.

The Chicf Minister directed the stu-
dents to strive for excellence m
world-class education, technology,
innovation, and research, affirming
that both Balochistan and Pakistan
are cagerly awaiting the contnbu-
tions of hardworking and talented
young individuals. Tle urged the stu-
dents to move forward with a spint
of patriotism, collective thinking,

and a commitment to national set-
vice. Dehivering a message of
growth, he declared that the role of
the youth is devisive in the recon-
struction and  development  of
Pakistan, asserting that il today's
young generation progresses with
robust character and a strong educa-
tion, Pakistan wall st a new glokal
cxample of development and stabil-
wy in every field.
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GB's Orderly Transition

Gilgit-Baltistan has reached an important political milestone, Its five-
year constitutional term for the Assembly has officially ended. This is a
very good sign for democracy. It shows that the system is working as it
should, completing a full cycle. Five - year constitutional term came to
an end, and with it, the Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly was dissolved. This
moment marks the close of one chapter and the careful beginning of
another. Justice (retd) Yar Muhammad Khan has been appointed as the
new caretaker chief minister. His selection was approved by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif after consultations with the outgoing chief
minister, the opposition leader, and the federal minister for Kashmir
Affairs. The process followed the rules set in the Government of Gilgit-
Baltistan Order, 2018. The end of the assembly's term is an important
democratic milestone.

The Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly completed a full five-year cycle, which
is significant in a region where political structures are still developing
and stabilizing. The assembly passed 73 laws during its tenure, cover-
ing a wide range of sectors. This legislative activity shows that while
the journey is not perfect, democratic institutions in Gilgit-Baltistan are
becoming more active and functional. This five-year period also saw
political shifts and some turbulence. Khalid Khurshid, who was elected
as chief minister in 2020, was later removed after a court disqualified
him over a fake degree issue. His removal was a major moment, raising
questions about leadership vetting and political accountability in the
region. Following Khalid Khurshid's disqualification, Haji Gulbar Khan
became the chief minister through the PTI Forward Bloc. His govern-
ment included members from the PPP, PML-N, and JUI, creatinga _
coalition that shaped the political tone of the assembly's final phase.

Coalition politics is never easy, but it showed that parties can work
together when needed for the continuity of governance. Changes also
took place in the assembly's leadership.

Amjad Zaidi, who became the speaker in 2020, was removed through
a vote of no confidence after two and a half years. Nazir Ahmed
replaced him and will remain speaker in caretaker capacity until a new
assembly is elected. These changes highlight both the challenges and
the maturing nature of politics in the region. Caretaker governments are
meant to be neutral and efficient. Their success is measured not by pop-
ularity but by credibility. For Gilgit-Baltistan, the credibility of this
caretaker setup is essential. People must feel that upcoming elections
will be held fairly, without pressure or manipulation. Gilgit-Baltistan
stands at a sensitive moment. The region's people deserve a peaceful
transition and an election that reflects their true will. This is not only
important for democracy but also for the future development of the
region. Political stability is closely linked with economic progress,
security, and public trust. As the caretaker government begins its work,

Gilgit-Baltistan looks ahead with cautious hope. A democratic transition

is always a test. I this transition is handled well, it will strengthen the

political foundations of the region and create space for better gover- 'y T
nance in the future. The next few months will reveal whether this prom-
ise can be fulfilled. For now, a new chapter has begun.
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