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- Balochistan
Express

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has taken strict notice of
allcged irregularities and complaints regard-
ing the Chief Minister's Youth Skills
Development and Overseas Employment
Program, ordering an immediate and impar-
tial inquiry.

Expressing strong displeasure over certain
negative reports related to the program, the
Chicf Minister made it clear that mismanage-

' ment or lack of transparcncy would not be
“ tolerated in welfare initiatives launched for
the youth.

According to a directive issued by the
Principal Secrctary to the Chicf Minister,
serious qucslions had emerged regarding the
program'’s implementation, transparency,
beneficiary selection, and overall effective-
ness. Conscquently, the Government of
Balochistan has referred the matter to the
Chief Minister's Inspection Team (CMIT).

As per the directive, CM Bugti has strictly
instructed CMIT to thoroughly examine all
aspects of the program and submit a detailed

CM orders probe into irregularities in
Youth Skills & Employment Program

By Our

orte
report within two weeks. The report must
identify facts and include concrete recom-
mendations for strengthening accountability
within implementing departments and ensur-
ing future reforms.

The Chicf Minister stated that the inquiry
report would be presented directly for his
personal review, after which further legal and
administrative actions would be taken.

Reaffirming the provincial govermment's
commitment to youth ‘development, skill
enhancement, and the creation of overseas
cmployment opportunities, CM Bugti
emphasized that ensuring transparent and
fair use of public resources is essential. He
added that transparency remains the govern-
ment's top priority in all such initiatives, and
any irregularity or negligence will be dealt
with strictly.

The provincial government aims to make
this important program more cffective, fair,
and practically beneficial so that the youth of
Balochistan can genuincly access better
opportunitics for progress.

Quetta
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Endangered
pine forests
The chilgoza (pinc) forests of

Balochistan, are a unique and valuable
natural resource like juniper forests.
These forests are home to the chilgoza
pine tree, which produces a highly
prized edible nut. Chilgoza nuts are a
staple food for many people in
Balochistan, and they are also exported
to other parts of the country. Most of
Chilgoza forests of Balochistan are
located in Sherani and Dera Ismail Khan
of KPK. The Sherani Forest is one of the
largest  fruil-producing  areas  in
Balochistan located in the province's
Zhob division bordering the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) province. In addition
to their economic value, the chilgoza for-
ests also play an important ecological
role. They help o regulate the climate,
prevent soil erosion, and provide habitat
for a varicety of wildlife. However, the
chilgoza forests of Balochistan are under
threat. Deforestation, climale change,
and overgrazing are all contributing to
the decline of these forests. Climale
change is causing more extreme weather
events, such as droughts and floods.
These extreme weather events can kill
trees and damage forests. The chilgoza
forests of Balochistan are particularly
vulnerable to the effects of climale
change. Overgrazing is the grazing of

-dalochistan Tim

Q?ue‘tyte{

l;::i_.jgl.?, QNO\/_ ?[‘25- Page NO.ZB

livestock in an area al a rate that exceeds
the vegelation's ability lo recover.
Overgrazing can damage trees and other
plants, and it can also lead to soil erosion.
Deforeslation is a major problem in
Balochistan, and it is one of the main
threats to the chilgoza forests. But last
rvnr, a massive fire in pine nut forests
had destroyed at least 10,700 acres. The
decline of the chilgoza forests of
Balochistan is a serious problem. These
forests are important for the environ-
menl, the economy, and the people of
Balochistan. Reportedly, 675 tons of pine
nuts, with a total market value of 3.5 bil-
lion rupees were produced from the
Koh-i-Sulaiman region during the har-
vesling season in 2021. According lo the
FAO, the chilgoza ecosystem in Pakistan
is subjected to negative impacts of cli-
male change. Chilgoza pine is an impor-
tant member of the unique ecosystem of
the dry temperate ecological zone and
has the potential to contribute billions of
rupees to the economy by providing
non-timber forest products and fuel
wood. The selling season of chilgoza will
start from Oclober. The preservation of
the chilgoza forests of Balochistan is
essential for the environment, the econ-
omy, and the culture of the region. It is
inevitable that the government and for-
esl department ought to take pragmatic
steps lo protect and spread pine nut for-
ests along with other organizations. By
working together, we can save this pre-
cious resource for future generations.
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