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" CM directs redressal of public
orievances and foster direct
communication

¥

Stall Report the three districts. The jirga wasalso Commander  Rahat  Sakem  and  should tolerate negligence in public

attended in large numbers by tinbal  Governor  Dalochistan in a jownt  service. He said that it is not neces-

LORALAL An important grand  elders, including  Sardar - Gul - address said that the purpose of the  sary to raise issues only in the Jirga,
Juga was organized in Loralai Cantt - Muhammad Jogezal, Sardar  jirga is to directly listen to the prob-  as the government 1s always there to
o resolve  publio  dssues  ond  Masoom  Khan  Tareen, Sardar lems of the people, review themand  serve the people. Regarding terror-
strengthen direet public communicas ~ Anwar Khan Nasir, Malik Noorullah  take practical steps for sustainable  ism and poppy culuvation. he clari-
tlon Shabuzai, and Malik Amanullah  solutions. fed that a zero tolerance pohicy is in

The jirga was attended by Chiel  Nasir, as well as women, students, Ihe Chiel Minister announced force for both in Balochistan.
Minlster Dalochistan Mir Sarfaraz  citizens, social figures and journal-  that all the problems that come under He said that the names of those
Dugn, Governor Dalochistan Sheikh  isty, The guests were welcomed by the junsdiction of the district admin-  involved in poppy cultivation will be
!Jafor  Khan Mandokhel, Corps  having (raditional 1nbal furbans istration will be resolved immedi-  included in the Fourth Schedule and
Commander  Rahat Saleem, IFC  placed upon their heads, nlely ot the level of this jirga, while  their lands will be confiscated by the
North Major Genern) Al Mustafa, The participants not only pre-  oather problems will be presentedata  government. He declared that the era
10 Podice Nalochistan Muhammad  sented their problems orally but also  higher level and a permanent solu-  of collusion is over, adding that ter-
Tahir  Khon,  Chief  Scerctary  submitted scveral resquests in writ+  tion will be found. Ile said that all ronsts have no religion or purpose
Dalochistan Shakeel Qadir Khan, Ing. The prominent public issues  departmentsare functionalinLoralai  and are ablight on socicty. The Chicf
Advisor Forest Sardar Masood Al included law and onder, clectricity  division and work is going on rapidly  Mimister said that cooperation of
Khan Lonl, Commissioner Loralai  supply. shortage of clean Jnnking  on development projects under the  tnbes 1s necessary for peace and
Divislon Wall Mubammad Darich,  water, dilapidated man ond link  DSDI program development, stating that we are one
DIG Lorolad Junald Alned STelkh,  roads, education and health 1ssucs, Tle stoted that this is the seventh  and God willing, we will defeat the
Depuly Commissioner — Loralai  making 1he teaching hospital func-  Grand Jirgaof the government, while  encmny together. Finally, he thanked
Mlun Daloch, SSI' Loalal Malik  tional, increasing traflic pressyreand  the ¢ighth Jirga will be held i the tnbal elders, women, youth. dis-
~ Ao, SE Darkhan Saad Afridiand  the sanitation situation Nascernbad  division. The Chiel  trict oflicers and all cutizens and said
peads of all distiict departments — On (his occasion, Chiel Minister  Mimister strictly istiucted the oftic-  that the youth of Palochistan is our
. including depuly commissioners of  Mir ~ Sarfaz - Dugth,  Corps ers that no goverminent  offical  real strength

. - - —
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CM vows strict action against
poppy growers, militants
By Our Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Mimster Baloclistan  Saad Afnidi, as well as deputy commissioners
Sarfaraz Bugh has reiterated a zero-tolerance  and departmental heads of all three distncts.
policy against poppy cultivation and terronism, Tnbal  clders including Sardar  Gul
statng that individuals involved in poppy culti-  Muhammad Jogezai, Sardar Masoom Khan
vation will be placed on the Fourth Schedule and  Tareen, Sardar Anwar Khan Nasser, Malik
their lands confiscated. Noorullah Shabozai, Malik Amanullah Nasser,

A major Grand Jirga was convened at Loralai  along with women, students, citizens, social fig-
Cantonment to strengthen direct public engage-  ures, and journalists, also participated n large
ment and address citizens' issues. The jirga was  numbers. Guests were welcomed with tradition-
attended by Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti,  al tnbal turbans.

Governor Sheikh Jaffar Khan Mandokhail, Participants not only voiced their concems but
Corps Commander Rahat Salcem, IGFC North  also submitted wnitten applications. Key issues
Major General Auf Mustafa, G Police  highlighted included law and order, clectricity

Balochistan
Express -

FOUNDED BY SIDDIQ BALUCH,

/

/
/

P

Quetta

Bugti stnctly nstructed
officrals that negligence in
public service would not be
tolerated He added that citi-
zens need not wait for jirgas
1o raise their issucs-the gov-
cmument is always available
for public service.

He emphasized that tribal
cooperation 1s essential for
peace and development
"We are united. and God
willing, we will defeat the
enemy together,” he said

The Chief Mimster con-
cluded by thanking tribal
clders, women, youth, dis-
tnet officials, and all citi-
zens, staung that the youth
of Balochistan are the
province's true strength.

Balochistan Muhammad Tahir Khan,” Chief  shortages, scarcity of clean dnnking water, dete-
Sccretary Shakeel Qadir Khan, Adviser on  morating main and link roads, challenges in the
Forests Sardar Masood Ali Khan Luni, education and health scclors, activation of the
Commissioner  Loralai  Division  Wali  tcaching hospital, nsing traffic pressure, and san-
Muhammad Barech, DIG Loralai Junaid Ahmed  itation problems.

Sheikh, Deputy Commissioner Loralai Mcran In a joint address, Chlchmlslcr Bugti, Corps

Baloch, SSP Loralai Malik Asghar, SP Barkhan Comm.\ndcr Rahat , <--*
=¥ Ao L et Salccm, and the Govermor

of Balochistan said the pur-
pose of the jirga was fo
directly hear public grieyv-
ances, assess them, and take
practical steps toward sus-
tainable solutions

* The Chief  Mimster
announced -+ that 1ssucs
falling under the district
admimstration's  authority
would be resolved immedi-
ately at the yirga level, while
others would be forwarded
to higher forums for long-
term solutions. He stated
that all dcpanments in
Loralai Division are func-
tioning efTectively and that
development projects under
the BSDI program are pro-
gressing rapidly. This was
the government's seventh
Grand Jirga, with the cighth
scheduled to be held in

Nasirabad D!vusmn. '
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Resolution against
high airfares

The recent unanimous adoption of a res-
oluton by the Balochistan Assembly,
expressing serious concern over the
extraordinary and  disproportionate
increase inairfares by both PIA and private
carners for flights originating from Quetta,
1s a stark wake-up call. It highlights a crili-
cal issue of mobility, economic viability,
and, most disturbingly, what appears to be
blatant discrimination against the people
of Balochistan. The figures presented by
JUI-F MPA Shahida Rauf are alarming and
demand immediate federal intervention. A
one-way ticket from Quetta to Karachi
surging to between Rs43,000 and Rs60,000,
and to Islamabad crossing Rs70,000, is not
just an inconvenience; it is an economic
roadblock. This predatory pricing is par-
ticularly ious when compared to the
Rs15,000 to Rs20,000 fares for similar-dis-
tance flights between Karachi and Lahore

. orIslamahed This disparity has painted a

clear picture of inequity thal the federal
govenment can no longer ignore.
Balochistan, a province grappling with fre-
quenthighway closures due tosecurity and
weather issues, along with unreliable and
disrupted rail services, relies heavily on air
travel as its most reliable, and often only,
option for connecting with the rest of the
country. Air travel is not a luxury here; itis

an essential service that facilitates adminis-

L !

- Balochistan Time Cuzt

aed 20 NOV 2025
tralive connectivity, trade, emergency
travel, and national integration. When the
only viable link to the national heartland is
priced out of reach of the ondinary person,
the consequences are severe. Businesses
suffer, trade slows down, and the ability of
the province to attract investment is ham-

. Government and private sector
employees face difficulties in performing
duties that require travel outside the prov-
ince. Students, patients secking advanced
medical care, and families wishing to con-
nectare severely penalized. The argument
that market forces diclate these prices
rings hollow when such a vast and sudden
difference in pricing exists for flights of
comparable distance and operational cost
profiles elsewhere in the country. This sug-
gests a systemic failure in regulatory over-
sight, ibly bordering on the exploita-
tion of a captive market where competition
is either non-existent or collusive. The reso-
lution adopted by the Balochistan
Assembly reflects the consensus of both
the treasury and opposition benches. Their
demand for immediate action against PIA
and private airlines is justified. It is abso-
lutely essential that the federal govern-
ment, specifically the Ministry of Aviation
and regulatory {odics, must take up this
issue with urgency. A transparent audit of
the operational costs and profit margins
for flights operating out of Quetta must be
conducted immediately. Steps must be
taken to encourage new entrants and pre-
vent monopolistic or cartel-like behavior
on these routes.
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I'rotect your child,
open your Door

Special measles-rubella vaccination campaign in Balochistan,
running from November 17th to 29th, is so important. It is not
just another government program; it s a lifehne for over 2.2
million of our children. The goal is clear: to protect every child
between 9 months and 5 years from these dangerous diseases.
Why is this campaign so urgent? The numbers tell a heart-
breaking story. So far in 2025, more than 1,700 cases of
measles have been reported in our province. Experts believe the
real number is much higher because many cases in remote vil-
lages are never reported. Even more tragically, measles claims
the hves of more than 20 children in Balochistan every single
year. Every parent's biggest wish is to see their children grow
up healthy and strong. We work hard to give them good food, a
safe home, and a loving environment. But sometimes, a serious
threat to our children's health is invisible. It 1s a threat that can
be stopped with a simple, quick, and fiee act.

That threat 1s measles, and that simple act is vaccination.
These are not just numbers. These are our children. They are
brothers, sisters, sons, and daughters whose lives are cut short
by a disease that is entirely preventable. Mcasles is not a sim-
ple rash and fever. It is a fierce illness that can lead to severe

[l
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compheations like pmmnmm severe diarthea, blindness, and
brain infections. 1t weakens a child's imnne system, making
them valnerable to other tllnesses tor a long tme: Sinilarly,
iubella, while often milder in children, s exteemely dangerons
tor unborn babies if a pregnant woman catchies it, leading (o
serious birth defects, By vaccinating our childien, we are not
only shielding them but also protecting future generations, The
government has desipgned this campaign to leave no child
hehind, Understanding the vast and often ditficult terrain of
Balochistan, the campaign will use a three-part approach. Fust,
there will be fixed vacemation sites at health centers where you
can easily take your child. Second, there will be outreach teams
fraveling to remote and hard-to-reach villages, Teams of vacci-
nators will go door-to-door to ensure every houschold s
rcached. This shows a strong commitment to achieve 100%,
coverace. This s where we, as parents and community mein-
heis, play the most critical role.

The success of this 12-day mission depends entirely on our
cooperation. When the vacemation teams knock on our doors,
let us welcome them with open arms. et us not be misled by
rear or false rumors. This vaccmne s sale, elfecthive, and has
heen used worldwide for decades, saving milhons ol Tives, 1et
e see this campaign for what it traly is: a gift of hiealth, Itis a
chance to secure our children's future without the shadow of
preventable diseases. 1t is an act of love that takes only a
moment but provides protection for a hifetime. Let's open your
doors, let us make sure that not a single child in Balochistan is
‘elt unprotected. This campaign is for the healthy future of your
‘hildren, for a stronger Balochistan, and for a generation fice
rom the fear of measles and rubella. Let's do our part.
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