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VOL XLV No. 1277 QUETTA Wednesday November 12, 2025 / Jumadi ul-Awal 20, 1447

Bugti reatfirms commitment
.to ensure investment-friendly
environment

d blast, expresses sorrow on death of Irfan Siddiqui

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti reaffirmed the
Balochistan government’s com-
mitment to fostering a secure and
investment-fricndly cavironment
1o attract investment in the prov-
ince.

of Directors of the Dalochistan
Board of [avestment and Trade
(BBoIT), held at the Chiel
Minuster's Scerctanat

The mecting was attended by
semor officials including Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan,
Principal Scerctary Babar Khan,
BBeIT Vice Chairman Bilal Khan
Kakar, CEO Qaimy Khan Lashan,
and other key stakcholders

In the meeting, several strategic
decisions were taken to enhance
trade #nd investmenl across the

Condemns Islamaba

The Chiel Minister presided.
wyer the 21h meeting of the Board

i

province. The mecting  has
approved the Bostan Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) Council,
aimed at strengthening coordina-
tion between the provincial gov-
ernment and Chinese investors,
particularly under the China-
Pakistan  Economic  Corridor
(CPEC) framcwork.

“The 2ctivation  of Speciz!
Eeotomic Zoner will generate

employment and boost the local
economy,” Chiel Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti added. He desenbed
the Bostan SEZ as a cornerstone of
Balochistan’s industrial future
The Chiel' Minister emphasized
that sustainable investment is key
1o the province's long-term devel-
opment. The Board approved sev-
cral incasures 1o improve institu-
tional performance including rati-
ficanon of the newly appointed
CEO

The meeting focused on struge

1

i

7

tural rationalization of BBolT,
including the removal of redun-
dant positions 10 enhance effi-
ciency. The meeting emphasized a
unapimous  commitinent (o
strengthen both national and inter-
national investment efforts.

CM Bugti also highlighted the
transparent and modern utilization
of Balochistan’s patvral resources,
positioning the province on a path
toward economie sell-sufficiency.

“We are committed to making
Balochistan a hub for sustainable
wvestment and inclusive develop-
ment.” Mir Sarfaraz Bugti con-
cluded.

Morcover, Chief  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugu
strongly condemned the blast in
Islamabad and said that wargetng

innocent lives is an unforgivable’

crime.  The Chief  Minister
expressed  his  heartfelt condo-
lences to the families of the mar-

tyrs and prayed for the speedy
recovery of the injured. He said
that fterrorists are encmics of
Pakistan and they have no religion
or religious justification: the enc-
mies want o sabotage the peace of
the country, but we will respond
with national unity and determa-
nation. J

Chief Minister Baloshistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti  on  Tucsday |
expressed deep sorrow over the
demise of senior leader of the
PML-N. Scnator and prominent
intellectual Irfan Siddiqui.

In his condolence statemeny
ssued here, he said that Irfan
Siddiqui was a veteran writer, a
kind teacher. a serious politician
and apersonality with a deep com-
mitment 1o seience and literature,

He said that his  scholarly
insight, intellectual depih and bal
anced opinion on national issue
always provided guidance.

@ CamScanner
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Fighting drought
In the past, Balochistan has experi-
enced many droughts and famine-like
conditions. The draughts had inflicted
massive damages to people particularly
associated withagriculture and livestock
while it had also displaced hundreds of
families. Currently, several districts of
Balochistan, including that of Masting,
Kala, Khuzdar, Awaran, Washuk,
Chagai, Nushki, Qila Abdullah, Harnai
and Pishinare in the grip of draught and
itis feared it may lead to food insecurity
owing to poor production in agriculture
and fast urbanisation. There}'oro, it is
necessary that the government and
Provincial ~ Disaster ~ Management
Authority (PDMA) must take timely
measures to avoid any famine-like situa-
tion. It is unfortunate that Balochistan
also gets minimal rains in monsoon sea-
son. Though Balochistan has a history of
drought but regrettably till date the
province lacks ability to properly man-
age natural disasters like drought. The
drought affects Balochistan more than
that of any other province of the country.
Except three districts in Balochistan, the
rest are irrigated through tube-wells and
rains while agriculture is the mainstay of
the economy of Balochistan and about 80
percent of people are linked with agri-
culture and livestock lo earn a liveli-
hood. Drought severely affects agricul-
ture in Balochistan because on one hand

long-hours of electricity load-shedding
affects agriculture on the other hand
depletion of groundwater is also a seri-
ous challenge for the agri- sector.
Similarly, due to lack of rains the range-
lands do not grow and it becomes diffi-
cult for cattle breeders to handle the situ-
ation. Regrettably, the government has
done less to develop the agriculture sec-
tor and to switch with climate resilient
agriculture, therefore a short lerm
drought causes long term effects in the
province. Under given circumstances, it
is essential that the provincial and fed-
eral governmentls lake limely steps o
meet any challenging situation instead
of relying on foreign assistance and aid.
More than hall of the population of
Balochistan is already living below the
poverty line and inattention of the gov-
ernment will further multiply the miser-
ies of masses. It is vital that the govern-
ment and its authority start work with-
out any delay in identifying the affected
areas so that time assistance could be
delivered to those areas. Timely response
will stop affected people from migrating
to other places that further affects their
condition. At the same time, the govern-
ment ought to spend on construction of
small and medium sized dams to
recharge ground water and ensure
drinking water in remote areas.
Moreover, the government must also
come up with a relief package for farm-
ers and cattle breeders in the upcoming
Balochistan budget.
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