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Balochistan’s
Digital Lifeline

In the 2lIst century, the internet is no
longer a luxuryj; it is a fundamental utility
akin to electricity or water. It is the back-
bone of modern economy, the library of
the scholar, and the marketplace of the
entrepreneur. The persistent lack of
proper internet service has severed the
province from the global mainstream, cre-
ating a sense of isolation that affects every
walk of life. However, the Government of
Balochistan’s recent announcement of a
major digital connectivity initiative offers
a glimmer of hope in an otherwise discon-
nected landscape

The deprivation of consistent internet
access in Balochistan has had far-reaching

uences. While citizens from all sec-
tors traders, healthcare professionals, and
families trying to stay connected have suf-
fered, the blow has been hardest on the stu-
dent body. In an era where education is
increasingly  digitized, students in
Balochistan have been forced to compete
with one hand tied behind their backs.
Research, which is the lifeblood of higher
education, becomes nearly impossible
without access to digital- archives and
global journals. Scholarships, online
courses, and collaborative tools that are
standard elsewhere are inaccessible luxu-
ries here. The lack of connectivity has not
just been an inconvenience; it has been a
stumbling block, actively hindering the

intellectual potential of the province’s
youth. Against this backdrop, the
announcement by the Information
Technology Department is a highly wel-
come development. The government’s plan
to deploy fiber-optic cables and a Digital
Radio System constitutes a serious infra-
structure investment. By targeting high
schools, educational institutions, and gov-
ernment offices for high-speed access, the
administration is finally acknowledging
that modernization cannot happen offline.
Equipping schools with reliable internet is
the first step toward bridging the massive
digital divide that exists between
Balochistan and the rest of the country.

This initiative promises to streamline
governance and, more importantly, democ-
ratize knowledge. If implemented effec-
tively, a student in a remote district high
school could soon have access to the same
educational resources as a student in
Karachi or Lahore. However, while this
institutional connectivity is a robust start,
the ultimate goal must be broader. The gov-
ernment must view this project as a step-
ping stone toward full, province-wide res-
toration of internet services. The digital
economy comprising freelancing, e-com-
merce, and remote work offers a vital eco-
nomic lifeline for Balochistan. For the busi-
ness community to thriveand for the youth
to tap into the global gig economy, residen-
tial and commercial connectivity is essen-
tial. The people of Balochistan, its ambi-
tious students, and its resilient business
community deserve nothing less than tobe
fully plugged into the modern world.
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