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Balochistan Time

GROUP © balochistantimes.pk @) @halochistantimes.pk ) BTim

tegd No. B.C.6  VOL XLV No. 1288 QUETTA Sunday November 23, 2025 / Jumadi ul-Thani 01, 1447

~ CM hails securi
forg:es for successtul
anti-terror operations

’ Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti paid a great
tribute to the courage and bravery of the security forces fol-
lowing their successful operations in Lakki Marwat and Dera
Ismail Khan, operations in which 18 Indian-sponsored terror-
ists were killed. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti further stated that the con-
tinuous successes of the forces in ridding the country of the
scourge of terrorism increase the confidence and courage of '
the entire nation. He prayed that Allah Almighty would make |
their soldiers excel on every front and grant Pakistan enduring
peace and stabilityThe Chief Minister said that the nation
takes pride in its brave soldiers, who risked their lives to pro-
tect the motherland. He expressed his resolve that the govern-
mentwill continue to extend its full cooperation to the national
security institutions on the frontline against terrorism.

Mir Sarfaraz Bugti further stated that the continuous suc-
cesses of the forces in ridding the country of the scourge of
terrorism increase the confidence and courage of the entire
nation. He prayed that Allah Almighty would make their sol-
diers excel on every front and grant Pakistan enduring peace
and stability.
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Poor districts

A recent, stark report confirming
Balochistan’s persistent position as the
most  underdeveloped region in
Pakistan, alongside Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), demands immedi-
ate and unflinching attention. This
assessment, delivered despite the sig-

nificant injection of billions of rupees
via the National Finance Commission
(NFC) awards, exposes a systemic fail-
ure that transcends mere administra-
tive shortcomings. It highlights a pro-
found crisis of governance and equita-
ble development that the federal and
provincial leadership can no longer
afford to ignore. The data presented by
the District Vulnerability Index paints a
devastating portrait of human depriva-
tion. Identifying 17 = districts in
Balochistan and two in KP as the most
vulnerable, the index showcases wide-
spread deficiencies across every funda-
mental human development indicator.
A staggering 65% of the population
resides in katcha (temporary or mud-
built) homes, signaling a massive deficit
in secure, basic shelter. Nearly 40% of

_the population lacks access to clean

drinking water, and half of the popu-
lace is without proper sanitation facili-
ties. These are not just statistics; they are
direct drivers of disease and childhood
mortality. The report underscores
severe limitations in access to basic
health services, education, and viable
income sources.

The continuous lag behind provinces
like Punjab, which leads in human
development indicators, is a testament
to the failure to translate fiscal transfers
like the NFC funds into tangible,
ground-level improvements for the
most marginalized citizens. The
chronic poverty and backwardness in
Balochistan are a complex entangle-

wed 23 NOV 2025

ment of historical neglect and contem-
porary challenges. The province is ham-
pered by vast distances and a critically
underdeveloped infrastructure, making
the delivery of social services, economic
activity, and governance profoundly
difficult. Roads, power grids, and com-
munication networks remain inade-
.quate. Decades of terrorism-related set-
backs and internal instability have
severely disrupted progress, created an
environment of fear, and deterred both
private investment and effective gov-
ernment intervention. At the heart of
the issue is the failure of provincial
leadership. The people’s suffering,
where more than 50% live below the

poverty line and unemployment has .

soared, is directly linked to a govern-
ance model that prioritizes political
rhetoric and self-interest over people-
centric  development. Rulers in
Balochistan must pivot from empty
promises to rigorous execution, ensur-
ing good governance and the provision
of basic facilities as a non-negotiable
priority.

The time for realizing the miseries of

the masses is long past; the time for
action is now. Balochistan’s develop-
ment is not merely a regional issue; it is
a national imperative for stability,
equity, and the true progress of
Pakistan. The immense human poten-
tial of the province must be unlocked,
transforming the vast, resource-rich
land from a symbol of poverty into a
cornerstone of national prosperity.
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