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Digital solution for
water crisis

Balochistan stands at a critical turning,
point. The echoes of water scaruty rever-
berate across its vast and rugged terrain,

threatening the livelihoods and food secu-
rity of nullions. The latest assessment by
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) deliv-
ers a stark warning: only about 7 percent
of the province's land is currently under
cultivation. This sobering figure is more
t_han a statistic—itisacall to urgent, trans-
formative action that cannot be delayed
any further. :
~Water scardity in Balochistan is a com-
plex and deep-rooted challenge, shaped
by recurring droughts, accelerated dlimate
change, rapidly depleting groundwater,
and outdated irrigation systems that
waste more water than they conserve. Yet,
the ADB report does more than outline the
crisis; it highlights a clear pathway toward
long-term resilience—one built on digital
innovation, scientific monitoring, and sus-
tainable resource management that aligns
with global best practices. At the heart of
the proposed solution is the adoption of
modern digital water management and
meteorological systems. These advanced
tools generate accurate, real-time informa-
tion on vital climatic factors such as rain-
fall, temperature, humidity, soil moisture,
and wind patterns. Such data-driven sys-
tems enable farmers, planners, and policy-
makers to make informed decisions, opti-
mize irrigation schedules, forecast
drought cycles, and use every drop of
water with maximum efficiency. In
Balochistan’s fragile ecosystem, this is not
merely beneficial—it is essential for sur-
vival and long-term agricultural revival,
This digital shift is being complemented
by targeted infrastrudure improvements.

vl /

22 NOV 2025

Solar-powered drip irrigation systemns,
which merge renewable energy with water
conservation, are becoming a vital compo-
nent of modern farming practices.
Simultaneously, the construction of new
dams, recharge structures, and canal net-
works is aimed at increasing water storage
capacity and improving distribution. These
initiatives offer hope for better drought pre-
paredness and a revitalized agricultural
sector in a province where the economy
remains heavily dependent on farming and
livestock. Expanding the cultivated area
from the current 7 percent is not an unreal-
istic goal. With the adoption of water-effi-
cient technologies, drought-resistant crop
varieties, and widespread conservation
techniques, agricultural productivity can
be significantly enhanced. Such progress
would translate into stronger livelihoods,
more employment opportunities, and
improved food security across the prov-
ince’s rural and urban communities. The
responsibility now lieswiththeGovernment
of Balochistan and its Agriculture
Department. They must accelerate the shift
from planning to implementation—deploy-
ing digital water systems, training farmers
and extension workers, and establishing
policies that encourage sustainable farming,

' and infrastructure investment.

Balochistan’s future should not be
shaped by scarcity. By embracing digital
transformation and sustainable practices,
the province can convert its water crisis
into a powerful opportunity, paving the
way for aresilient, water-secure, and pros-
perous society.
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Slnk Wood Sail Fibre

The sea is changing, and so must we. The time for fibre boats has
arrived. The fishing communities of the Mekran coast have lived
by the sea for generations. From Gwadar to Pasni, from Jiwani to
Ormara, fishermen depend on their boats as their only true partners
in the deep waters. But today, the traditional wooden boat, once a
symbol of pride and craftsmanship has become too costly, too slow
to build, and too risky for modemn fishing needs. The time has
come for a smart, economic, and safe shift the fibre boats. Across
the world, fibre boats have already replaced wooden boats because
they last ldngcr, cost less, and are safer in rough seas. For our fish-
ermen, this change is not just desirable it is necessary. The,price of
wood used for traditional boats has gone through the roof. Most of !
this wood is rare and imported, making wooden boat building
almost impossible for ordinary fishermen. Boat craftsmen also
complain that getting quality wood has become a daily struggle. A
wooden boat that once cost an affordable amount now costs many
times more, pushing fishermen into debt before they even enter the
sea.

In this situation, fibre boats are a modern and sensible solution.
They are lighter, stronger, cheaper to maintain, and quicker to
build. They save fuel because they are not as heavy as wooden
boats. Most importantly, they provide greater safety in emergen-
cies. For fishermen who risk their lives every day, safety is not a
luxury it is a basic right. Establishing Fibre Boat Factories along
the Mekran coast is the need of the hour. Gwadar, Pasni, Jiwani,
and Ormara are perfect locations. These cities already have fishing
communities, skilled labour, and access to the sea. Setting up fibre
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boat industries here will not only transform the local economy but
also empower thousands of families. A fibre boat factory will cre-
ate new jobs for technicians, labourers, engineers, welders,
plumbers, designers, and trainers. Young people who are currently
unemployed will learn modern skills and secure stable livelihoods.
This will help reduce unemployment, poverty, and hopelessness
from the region. The economic chain will not stop at the factory;
new shops, transport services, supply businesses, and repair centres
will naturally grow around the industry. 9

The good news is that Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) has already
shown strong commitment to this idea. Chairman GPA, Noor ul
Haq Baloch, recently visited the Boat Labour Society and listened
to the problems faced by boat craftsmen. He personally reviewed
the rising cost of wood and the challenges in the traditional boat-
building sector. Understanding the seriousness of the issue, he -
emphasized the urgent need for a modern fibre boat manufacturing
facility in Gwadar. He even suggested that a Fibre Boat Factory
should be established inside the Fish Harbor cum Mini Port, which
would be the ideal location. Such a factory would not only produce
modem fibre boats but also offer technical training to local boat
builders, helping them upgrade their traditional skills to modern
standards. This step alone can change the future of boat craftsman-
ship in the Mekran region. The old wooden boat industry will
always remain a part of our heritage, but the future demands
progress. With global demand increasing and fishing becoming
more competitive, we cannot afford to remain stuck in the past.
Fibre boats are faster, safer, cheaper, and more efficient. If Mekran
wants to strengthen its fishing industry, protect its fishermen, and
expand its economy, then the shift to fibre-boat manufacturing is
not just an option it is an urgent necessity.
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