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motion of sports in the country
\ np:ool‘thal!hcannwpbmof
peace is consolidating”He
added a stern message to anti-
state  clements that “The

@ balochistantimes.pk  {J) @balochistantimes.pk c)mm

tegd No. B.C.6

Bugti hails

Pakistan’s
ODI series
victory
Staff Report
QUETTA: Chicf Minister of

Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
|| Bugti, extended warm con-

gratulations to the Pakistan
National Cricket Team for
their decisive victory in the
ODI series against Sri Lanka.

| | He also linked the triumph to
|| the country’s growing stabil-
| ity and the defeat of extremist
|| elements.

The coogratulatory mes-
sage, issued on Saturday,
pmscdlbumuluulpe
formance while
tbemm'&\l.anhn-‘hil’

motives of terrorism  will
always fail; the victory of
peace is certain”CM Bugti
commended the Sri'Lankan
team for their commitment and e
passion, calling their perfor-
mance an “excellent example
of * sportsman  spinit™Our
national ‘players gave happi-
ness to the nation by demon-
strating brilliant play in the
ODI series. Babar Azam's cen-
tury reflects the courage and
determination of the national
team. The Chief Minister con-
cluded his message with a

| prayer, expressing hope  that

the national team would con-
tinue their run of successes
with the same spirit and zeal,
further strengthening the bond
belweenspons.puce.
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Step to Restrain
Child Marriage

The passage of the Child Marriage
Restraint Bill by the Balochistan Assembly
on Friday marks a significant, albeit con-
tentious, stride toward protecting the
province’s youngest citizens. Amidst the
expected fanfare and jubilation fromrights
activists, the legislative triumph was shad-
owed by heated scenesin the House, where
opposition lawmakers created a ruckus,
arguing the law contradicts the fundamen-
tal teachings of the Quran and Sunnah.

Indeed, Leader of the Opposition
Younus Zehri's assertion that legislation is
against religious injunctions and merely
introduced to appease non-governmental
organizations highlights the deep ideolog-
ical chasm that persists on this critical
social issue. Furthermore, the reference to
the Shariat Court as highest authority sug-
gests an appeal to religious jurisprudence

to potentially challenge the bill’s legiti-
macy, a path that has historically compli-
cated similar legislative efforts elsewhere
in the country.

Child marriage, which remains widely
prevalent across various parts of the coun-
try including Balochistan, is more than a
cultural practice it is a devastating public
health and social crisis. It forcibly deprives
girls, in particular, of their right to educa-
tion, exposes them to high risks of physi-
cal and sexual exploitation, and contrib-
utes to alarming rates of maternal and
infant mortality due as their bodies are

simply not ready for childbearing, By low-
eringg, the legal age for marriage,
Balochistan has belatedly joined prov-
inces like Sindh and Punjab in taking a
practical, preventative measure against
this cycle of trauma and poverty.

While the sentiments of those who
believe this legislation encroaches upon
religious laws must be acknowledged
within a democratic framework, the state’s

‘paramount duty is to safeguard its minors.

The law is not intended to redefine reli-
gious practice but to set a civil threshold
that protects children from premature
responsibilities and physical harm. Legal
frameworks, even on matters of personal
status, must evolve to address cont

rary challenges and align with interna-
tional standards of child welfare, which
Pakistan has committed to uphold.

The passage of the Child Marriage
Restraint Bill is unequivocally the need of
the hour. Now, the challenge shifts from
legislation to implementation. The provin-
cial government must ensure that this law
is robustly enforced, not just in urban cent-
ers, but in remote areas where the practice
is most entrenched. Furthermore, a sus-
tained public awareness campaign, crafted
in collaboration with religious scholars
and community leaders, is crucial to
achieve consensus and demonstrate that
protecting childhood is a universal value
compatible with all progressive teachings.
' Balochistan has taken a courageous step
forward; legislative battle may be won, but
the greater, ongoing fight to end child mar-
riage has just gained a powerful new tool.
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