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Farmers’ woes

The plight of Ralochistan’s farmers is a
stark reminder of the challenges faced by
rural  communities  in  Pakistan
Sucvessive years of adversity, exacer-
bated by government lect, have
pushed these hardworking individuals
to the brink. The recent floods, followed
by prolonged power outages, have dealt
a devastating blow to Balochistan'’s agri-
culture sector, the backbone of its econ-
onwy.

The farmers of Balochistan have
endured a series of setbacks. The floods
of 2022 wreaked havoc on their fields,
destroying crops and livestock. Asif that
wasn't enough, the past year has been
marked by an unrelenting onslaught of
power outages. The long hours of load-
shedding have proved fatal to the prov-
ince’s agriculture, particularly in the
Rakshan division.

The situation in Noushki district is .

dire. Farmers, unable to
cope wijh the harsh conditions, are being
forced to abandon their land and seek
livelihoods elsewhere. The migration of
people towards the city is not only gener-
ating urbanization but it is also increas-
ing problems for cities which already
lack sufficient facilities to meet the popu-
lation.

The lack of electricity has been a major
contributor to this exodus. The transfor-
mation of agricultural tube wells into
solar is in fact a healthy step. However, it

i1 Balochistan Time Quotta

. b

"

1‘ .
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would take, the farmers recover. The
result has been widespread crop destruc-
tion and signifimnt inancial losses for
both farmers and landlords. The agricul-
ture sectoris the lifeblood of Balochistan’s
economy. Approximately 70 percent of
the province’s population is directly or
indirectly involved in this sector. The
degradation of agriculture due to the
government’s misguided policies and
the mismanagement of QESCO has far-
reaching implications. It threatens to
exacerbate poverty, unemployment, and
sodial unrest. 5

To prevent further deterioration of the
situation, the government must take
immediate action. Financial assistance is
urgently needed to help farmers recover
from their losses and rebuild their liveli-
hoods. Additionally, the government
must ensure a reliable supply of electric-
ity to agriculture tube wells. This will
enable farmers to cultivate crops and
generate income. The government had
announced plans to solarize agriculture
tube- wells but practical steps in this
connection are yet to be taken.

The future of Balochistan is inextrica-

bly linked to the well-being of its farm-

ers. By providing the necessary support,
the government can help these resilient
individuals overcome the challenges
they face and contribute to the province’s
economic development. It is time for the
government to demonstrate its commit-
ment to the welfare of its rural popula-
tion and take concrete steps to alleviate
the suffering of Balochistan’s farmers.
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No Gas in the Home of Sui Gas

\s a harsh winter sets in, the supply of Sui gas has almost disappeared.

For most households, the gas pressure is so low that it is useless. During

the crucial moming and uunng hours, when families need to cook and

heat their homes, there is nothing but a weak whisper of gas from the

pipes. This is not a minor issue; it is a major failure that is making life mis-

crable and unhealthy for the city's residents. The problem is straightfor-

ward: gas load shedding and extremely low pressure. Load shedding is a
planned cut-off of supply, but in Quetta, it feels like a permanent discon-
nection. The bitter irony is impossible to ignore. Quetta is the capital of
Balochistan, the province that hosts the giant Sui gas field, the very source
of this fuel. It is a profound injustice that the people who live on the land
that produces this national resource are left to shiver in the cold. The con-
sequences of this failure are dire. Parents cannot cook warm meals for their
children. '

The elderly and the sick are suffering the most, as cold homes can lead to
serious health problems. People are forced to spend money they often don't
have on expensive alternatives like electric heaters or LPG cylinders. This
1s a heavy financial burden on top of an already difficult situation. The cri-
sis is damaging the health, safety, and budgets of ordinary citizens. The
authorities, especially the Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC), must stop
making empty promises. Every year, they cite the same reasons: a national
shortage of gas and increased demand during winter. While this may be
true, it does not explain why the distribution is so unfair and why Quetta
seems to bear the brunt of the shortage. The people deserve honesty and a
clear plan. Immediate action is required. First, the government must declare
the gas situation in Quetta an emergency. Domestic users in this freezing
city must be given the highest priority over other, less critical consumers. A
long-term solution is essential. The gas infrastructure in Quetta is old and
inefficient, leading to massive leaks and pressure drops. The government
must invest in upgrading these pipelines.

This is not a request for a favor; it is a demand for-a basic right. The citi-
zens of Quetta have run out of patience. They cannot eat promises, and
they cannot heat their homes with explanations. The severe winter is here,
and the time for action is now. The government must ensure that the people
of Quetta receive their fair share of the gas from their own land. It is a mat-
ter of justice, compassion, and basic human dignity. The citizens of Quetta
are not asking for a special favor. They are demanding their rightful share
of a fundamental resource. As the winter deepens, the cold in their homes
is being matched by a growing coldness in their hearts towards the authori-
ties. Solving the gas crisis is more than a technical issue; it is a test of the
government's commitment to its people. Quetta deserves a warm and digni-
fied winter, not a frozen crisis. It is time for the authorities to act before the
tension boils over.
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