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Bugtl hlghllghts Iqbal’
legacy, health gains and
cricket victory

Stafl Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Dugti, in his
message on the birth anniver-
sary of the poct of the East,
Allama Muhammad Igbal, has
said that Igbal’s thought cre-
ated a determination for sell-
reliance, awareness, and free-
dom among the Muslims of
the subcontinent, which ulti-
mately translated into the
establishment of Pakistan.
He said that Allama Iqbal was
nol just a poel but a philoso-
pher, thinker, and spiritual
leader who created sell-confi-
dence, faith, and the heat of
action n the hearts of
Muslims who were chained in
the chaing of slavery.

His message is still a source
of national awarencss and
practical struggle for wus
today.

The Chief Minister of
Balochistan  said  that the
Quranic teachings, love for
the Prophet (peace be upon
him), the philosophy of sell-
reliance, and the call to action
are present in full force in

Iqbal's poetry
His thoughts teach us that
nations are not built by

dreams but by determination,
knowledge, and character, He

snid that Igbal's message ix
not just for aparticular era but
is a living philosophy for
cvery era and every gencras
tion, which convinces us that
il we believe in our abilities
and stand firm in the field of
action, no force can stop us
from progress.

Furthermore, Chief
Minister  Balochistan  Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has said that
the significant improvement
in the public health sector in
the province is the result of
the provincial government's
firm commitment and eflec.
tive reform measures,

In a message on so¢ial net-
working site X, he said that
recent dafa shows that the ful]
immunization rate of children
in Balochistan has increased
significantly, which reflects
public confidence and better
management strategies. The
Chiel Minister said that the
Full Immunization Coverage
(FIC), which was only 38 per-
cent since 2020, has increased

to 47 percent within a year,
These figures have been
released by Aga  Khan

University (AKU) under the
Third Party Venfication of
Immunization Coverage
Survey (TPVICS)

e said that this progress is

—

proofl that the provincial gov-
crnment’s reforms, adminis-
trative stability, and transpar-
ent strategy in the health scc-
tor are proving ¢fTective, and
il this continues, the 70 per-
cent target set under the
Expanded  Programme on
Immunization (EPI) can be
easily achieved.

Morcover, Chiel Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has con-
gratulated the national ericket
team on its brilliant success in
the ODI series against South
Africa. He said that winning
the ODI series after the T20
series isamanifestation of the
hard work, discipline, and
teamwork of the Pakistani
players. The Chiel Minister
said that the spirit, unity, and
professionalism shown by the
national team on the field has
made the entire nation proud.
T

he players have proven that
when determination, confi-
dence, and hard work are
together, no opponent s
invineible. He praised (he
brilllant batting of young
player Saim Ayub and said
that Saim has breathed new
life into Pakistan's baiting
line-up with his petfolmnnce
and his form is promising for
the upcoming matches.
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Mounting inflation

Balochistan, is often the first and hard-
est hit by national economic crises. Today,
it stands at the epicenter of an inflation
storm, where the recent, hike in petroleum
prices has nol just increased the cost of liv-
ing, but has fundamentally shattered the
economic stability of millions. The prices
of daily commodities have not simply
risen; they have multiplied, creating an
unbearable burden that the ordinary citi-
zens are left to carry alone, seemingly for-
gotten by their government. The core of
this crisis lies in the direct relationship
between fuel and food. As a vast, geo-
graphically dispersed region, Balochistan
is critically dependent on road transport
to ferry essential commodities from wheat
and pulses to vegetables and medicines
across long distances. Every upward
adjustment in the price of petrol and high-
speed diesel sends an immediate, non-
negotiable shockwave through the entire

+ supply chain. Transporters pass the
- increased cost of fuel onto wholesalers,
* who pass it onto retailers, and finally, the

entire cumulative burden is dumped

r upon the consumer. For the daily wage

earner, the small farmer, and the low-
income families across Quetta, Turbat,
and the remote districts, the ability to
“make both ends meet” has become an
impossibility. The limited purchasing

wer of the average citizen is being rap-
idly eroded by skyrocketing food infla-

tion, which is further exacerbated by cur-
rency depreciation Lhat makes imported
goods including essential food items
exponentially more expensive. The cur-
rent reality is one of diminishing rations,
compromised healthcare, and growing
despair, a quiet tragedy that goes largely
unnoticed in the national political noise.
While regulatory bodies like the District
Price Control Committees (DPCCs) exist
on paper, empowered to fix and stabilize
prices of essential goods, they appear
entirely ineffeclive in practice. Market
profiteers and hoarders operale with
impunity, knowing there is little practical
enforcement or swift justice to curb their
exploitative practices. The government’s
attention remains fixaled on macro-eco-
nomic stability, primarily satisfying con-
ditions laid out by international lenders
like the IME. While fiscal responsibility is
necessary, the cost of this stability cannot
be the wholesale sacrifice of the citizens’
basic right to affordability. Budgetary tar-
gets and debt servicing seem to take prec-
edence over the humanitarian necessity
of public relief. No practical, localized
steps such as targeted transport subsidies
for essential food supplies within the
province, effective crackdown on cartels,
or the creation of monitored market
mechanisms to break the fuel-to-food
price chain have been implemented with
the required urgency or scale. Balochistan
requires more than just rhetoric; it
demands action tailored toits unique geo-
graphical and economic constraints.
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