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The wamings from Quetta are stark,
carrying the weight of an environmental
cy. As Adviser to the Chief
Minister on Climate Change and
Environment Naseem-ur-Rehman Khan
Mullakhel recently articulated, Balochistan
is facing severe and escalating threats from
climate change. Problems like chronic
drought, a continuous and dramatic
increase in temperature, crippling water
scardity, and a rapid decrease in soil fertil-
ity are not distant predictions, are the
current reality. If immediate m funda-
mental measures are not adopted, the pro-
found impacts on the province’s economy,
agriculture, and, ultimately, human life
will become irreversible in the coming
years. The crisis is a cruel paradox for
Pakistan. While the nation contributes a
negligible fraction to global greenhouse
gas emissions, it consistently ranks among
the top ten countries most vulnerable to
the negative effects of the climate emer-
gency. This global injustice, however, can-
not serve as an excuse for local inaction.
The consequences of climate change mani-
festing as devastating floods one year and
prolonged, severe drought the next are hit-
ting the most vulnerable populations
hardest, and no province feels this vulner-
‘ability more acutely than Balochistan
Balochistan, by its very geography, is a
region defined by water scarcity, receiving

critically low predipitation even in normal

tential. This is why the path forwand can-
not be one of passive anticipation, waiting
for the international ity to mut-
gate the isis it largely ceated While
global cooperation is necessary, the imme-
diate onus of adaptation and resilience
falls squarely on the provincal govemn-
ment and its people. It must be unequivo-
cally clear that unless we take aggressive,
preventative measures to mitigate these
consequences ourselves, no one else will
shoulder the full burden for us. The prior-
ity must shift immediately to practical, on-
the-ground steps that safeguand the main-
stays of Balochistan's economy: agriculture
and livestock. This requires a radical
departure from past practices. Preventative
measures should include investing in
water-effident irrigation techriques, such
as drip and sprinkler systems, alongside
the construction of check dams and reser-
voirs to capture the region’s scarce rainfall.
Every farmer, and Gtizen must
understand the severity of the challenge
and their role in conserving every precious
drop of water. The climate crisis is a matter
of national security, economic stahility,
and human survival. Balochistan stands at
the vanguard of this fight By focusing on
local adaptation, creating public aware-
ness, and prioritizing the resilience of its
core economic sectors, the provindal gov-
emment can transform this existential
threat into an opportunity for sustainable,
self-driven development.
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