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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugll exchanging views with Provinclal Ameer of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Senator Maulana Abdul

Wasl on Tuesday.
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Govt to launch ‘Peoples
Minority Card’ for
socio-economic uplift
of minorities

Slnf_f Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan government has announced the
plan to launch the Peoples Minority Card, a comprehensive
initiative aimed at cohancing the socio-cconomic well-being
of the province's minority communitics.

The decision was laken during a high-level consultative |

mceling chaired by Chiel Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, where
key reforms were approved to advance minority self-reliance

through targeted programs in education, healthcare, employ- |

ment, and entreprencurship.

Chief Minister Bugli emphasized that the Peoples Minority
Card reflects the government’s commitment to fostering inter-
faith harmony and cqual opportunity across all religious com-
munitics.

The card will streamline access to essential services in edu-
cation, health, business, and employment for minority citi-
zens.

The chief minister has given approval to an initial alloca-
tion of Rs 500 million, has been sct aside for the current fiscal
year to supporl the initiative,

Sarfraz Bugti said that the fund will be expanded 1o Rs |
T i ] . L] " 1 n . ]

segment of the population. -

CM Bugti outlined that special training courses, financial
assistance, and sclf-cmployment schemes will bc.mllulcd for
minorily youth to ensure they become cconomically stable
and contribute fully to the province's development.

Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti reiterated that the final frame-
work of the program would be developed in consultation vgmh
minority leaders, religious repregentatives, and civil sociely
organizations to ensure it addresses the real needs of the com-
muailics it intends to serve.

He said that a modern digital monitoring system will be
deployed to ensure Iransparent management and equitable dis-
tribution of resources under the Minority Endowment Fund,
guarantecing ‘the accurate use and’ fair distribution of
resources. .

He concluded by affirming that the initiative is a tangible
step toward promoting tolerance, unity, and social justice.
“The prosperity of odr minotity communities is integral to
Balochistan's collective developmeat,” Sarfraz Bugli added.
“We are committed lo mobilizing every resource 10 achieve
this goal”

The meeting was attended by Parlismentary Secretary for
Minority Affairs Sanjay Kumar, Chicf Sccretary Shakecl
Qadir Khan, Principal Secretary to the Chiel Minister Babar
Khan, and other scnior officials.

-

ul-Awal 06, 1447
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Penetrating drought

in Balochistan

The Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) had issued a drought
alert for Sindh, Balochistan, and Punjab
in the month of March this year due to
below-average rainfall. However, during,
monsoon season heavy rain occurred in
Punjab as well Sindh but most of the
parts of Balochistan remained dried.
Therefore, drought effects are emerging,
in various parts of Balochistan. Owing to
lack of rain ground water is depleting
fast and the rangelands are degrading,
multiplying miseries of farmers and cal-
tle breeders. In Balochistan, drought is

being felt in Gwadar, Kech, Lasbela,

Panjgur, and Awaran, with mild condi-
tions in Chagai, Jaffarabad, Jhal Magsi,
Sibbi, Nushki, and Washuk. The below-

+ normal rain means that the province of

Balochistan experienced an increase of
2°C o 3°C in ils normal mean tempera-
tures, which has intensified drought con-
ditions in the affected areas. As far as
Balochistan is concerned the drought
resurfaces afler every four to five years.
Balochistan is already a water scarce
province which annually receives very
low precipitation as compared to other
provinces while its agricullure is the
mainstay of the economy of the prov-
ince. The drought multiplies backward-
ness and poverty in the province since

e g——

.:rpnminmh-ly 70 per cent people are
irevtly or indirectly associated with
agriculture and livestock sectors 1o earn
a livelihood. And when there is drought
in Balovhistan the situation becomes
more complicated for jts people who
have o sulfer high levels of poverty and
hungger, Despite the fact that the province
15 waler scarce, the irngation methods
are still centuries old as the farmers are
still unknown about the modern and sci-
entific use of water, The situation calls
for structural reforms in the water sector,
Though successive governments have
talked aboul measures to boost waler
securily, none has ever taken concrete
policy measures o translate this rhetoric
into action. The world is now using, tech-
nology to reduce water usage for irrigp-
ton and exploring cost-effective local-
ised solutions such as harvesting rainwa-
ter Lo help communities meet their needs
in times of drought. The increasing, fre-
quency of extreme weather  events
caused by climate change calls for think-
ing, local, small and smart. It is essential
that the Balochistan government must
pay extra ordinary focus towards agri-
cullure and water policy. The farmers
need o be given training and facilities to
adopt modern and scientific based apri-
culture and irrigation. The government
ought o take constructive steps lowards
agriculture and 10 combat the threats of
drought.  The authorities concerned
oughl to take more preventive measures
to escape any possible disaster.
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